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A young man who lives in 
The city of Fortuna, who 
Has his own branch of 


The legendary devil hunter Dante 
Who is the owner of the 
Devil May Cry shop and boasts 
Unbelievable strength. 

He born to the legendary 
Dark knight Sparda who saved 
the world from the demon king 
Mundues despite being a demon 
himself, and a human called Eva. 


Devil May Cry which he 
Manages through an'〆 1 
Auto-mobile, alongside 一 


The help of Nico. A bit 
Before the Red Grave 


Incident, he lost his 
Right arm. 
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Lady is an Expert devil 
Hunter who got to know 
Dante thjough very aggressive 
Circumstances, but with fime 
Both of them helped each other 
Grow as a person and hunt ' 
Demons lor very similar 
reasons. 


An informant that Arranges 
Work and meetings between Clients 
And devil Hunters in the Matters 
Related To Demons. He has been 
Working with Dante for A long time, 
Bringing him jobs every once in a while. 
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The self-proclaimed 「 
’’weapon artist" who ^ 
allies herself with Nero. 

A first-class weapon 
craftswomen who is 
the granddaughter 
to Nell Goldstein. 
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PROLOGUE 


In the depths of the barely lit bar, a certain 

WOMAN SAT FACE TO FACE WITH A MAN AT A TABLE. 

He did not know anything about her, except, 

PERHAPS THE NAME, AND THEY MET ABOUT AN HOUR 
AGO, WHEN THE WOMAN CALLED THE EDITORIAL OFFICE 
AND ASKED FOR A MEETING, BECAUSE SHE WANTED TO 
FIND SOMETHING OUT. 

A DECENT PERSON WILL NEVER COME - THEY DO NOT RUN 
TO STRANGERS AT THE FIRST CALL. 

But Jeffrey is a journalist. And he works in the 
‘Occult 'Times - a magazine with thirty years of 

HISTORY, WHERE THEY WRITE EXCLUSIVELY ABOUT ALL 
KINDS OF DEMONS AND URBAN LEGENDS, SO JEFFREY IS 
NOT USED TO STRANGE CALLS AND LETTERS. In 
ADDITION, HE UNDERSTOOD VERY WELL ： AT TIMES, 

GREAT NEWS COMES FROM WHERE EXPECTED LEAST. So 
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Jeffrey immediately agreed, and here they are, 

SITTING HERE. 

C£ I’ll have a gin and tonic,” Jeffrey ordered from a 

WAITER WHO CAME UP TO THEM AND LOOKED AT THE 

woman. - What will you have? 

‘‘Boilermaker ，’’ she threw. 

The cc Boiler Maker” is easy to mix ： a beer is taken, 

A PILE OF BOURBON IS TIPPED OVER，AND THEN GRAB AND 
DRINK IN ONE GULP. In SHORT, A TOUGH THING. 

C£ Hey, but can you handle that drinks We haven’t 
talked yet ，” Jeffrey asked in bewilderment, but 

THE WOMAN, AS IF NOTHING HAD HAPPENED, STUCK A 
CIGARETTE IN HER MOUTH. — ''OKAY, I GET IT. DRINK 
WHAT YOU WANT, WE’RE AT THE BAR” HE ADDED, 
LOOKING AT THE WOMAN. 

Nicoletta Goldstein is a woman with dark skin 

AND BLACK WAVY HAIR. It’S NOT THAT FRANK, BUT VERY 
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PROVOCATIVE. The face ... NOT much to say at all ： 
NOT THE HEIGHT OF BEAUTY, BUT THERE IS SOMETHING 
ABOUT HER. THE ONLY PITY IS THAT THERE ARE GLASSES 
ON THE NOSE. 

CC So, NlCO, WHAT DID YOU WANT TO FIND OUT?” - He 
ADDRESSED TO NlCOLETTA. USUALLY THEY SAY THAT 
WHEN THEY (REPORTERS) WANT TO GET INTO 
CONFIDENCE AND UNDERSTAND WHAT KIND OF PERSON 
THEY ARE, ONLY JEFFREY CONSTANTLY USED THIS 
TECHNIQUE. 

''Goldstein / 5 she growled, lighting a cigarette. 
Jeffrey smiled blankly. Nico meanwhile dragged 

ON AND ONLY THEN CONTINUED ： 

- Call me Miss Goldstein. 

Jeffrey involuntarily frowned. Actually, they 

PULLED HIM OUT FORA CONVERSATION IN THIS GOD- 
FORGOTTEN TAVERN, FORCED TO PAY FOR A DRINK, AND 
THEN THEY THROW HIM SUCH WORDS. HOWEVER, HE 
DID NOT BEGIN TO SHOW DISSATISFACTION - THE THING 
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is common. After all, he often encounters all 

SORTS OF ECCENTRICS AT WORK ： THE SELF-PROCLAIMED 
MESSENGERS OF GOD, THE GOOD-DOERS WHO LOOK 
AFTER THE EARTH, THE REINCARNATIONS OF 

Napoleon... 


So NlCO WAS STILL A RELATIVELY PLEASANT 
CONVERSATIONALIST - SHE DID NOT MUMBLE ANY 
HERESY AND DID NOT THROW SALT AROUND. It WAS JUST 
... RUDE. 

Coughing, Jeffrey spoke again ： 

£ Tm sorry, Miss Goldstein.” I’ll ask again ： what 

DID YOU WANT TO FIND OUT FROM ME? 

NlCO, WITHOUT RELEASING CIGARETTES FROM HER 
MOUTH, PULLED OUT A MAGAZINE FROM HER PURSE NEXT 
TO HER. 

Noticing which particular magazine, Jeffrey 


COULD NOT RESTRAIN HIS ENTHUSIASM ： 
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- OHHH, I STILL REMEMBER THIS ISSUE! - In THE HANDS 
OF NlCO WAS THE OCCULT TlMES, RELEASED ABOUT FIVE 
YEARS AGO. - THEN MY ARTICLE FIRST HIT THE FRONT 
PAGE. 

U l DON’T CARE,” NlCO SNAPPED, EXHALING SMOKE, AND 
POINTED TO THE COVER. U I WANTED TO ASK ABOUT 
THIS.” 

There flaunted the title of an article by Jeffrey ： 

，f A MYSTERIOUS WHITE GIANT ATTACKED THE FORTRESS 
TOWN OF FORTUNE^ 

a I REMEMBER IT WELL, I EVEN WENT TO THE PLACE,” SAID 

Jeffrey, picked up a magazine and turned over the 

PAGE. 

The city of Fortuna is a town on the outskirts 

THAT FEW PEOPLE HAVE HEARD OF. A STRANGE RELIGION 
WAS BORN THERE ： SOME LEGENDARY DEMON SPARDA WAS 
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WORSHIPED LIKE A GOD, AND THE LOCALS THEMSELVES 
LED A MODEST, FAR FROM CIVILIZATION LIFESTYLE, 
EXACTLY THE SAME AMISH. 

It was in that little town five years ago that 

SOMETHING STRANGE HAPPENED. 

No, Jeffrey did not see this C£ strange” with his 
OWN EYES. At first, only rumors reached him, they 
say, in Fortune a white giant appeared and 

DESTROYED THE CITY. 

- The article says that the Fortuna Order of the 
Sword is gone. And here is what I want to ask ： is 

THIS TRUE? Or NOT? 

Meanwhile, the waiter put in front of Nico a beer 

AND A GLASS OF BOURBON, AND IN FRONT OF JEFFREY A 
GLASS OF GIN AND TONIC. NOTING THAT NlCO DID NOT 

touch the drink, Jeffrey followed her example 

AND DID NOT EITHER, BUT INSTEAD BEGAN TO ANSWER 
THE QUESTION ： 
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-I UNDERSTOOD YOU. The OCCULT TlMES AT TIMES 
TRULY EMBELLISHES THE FACTS, AND AT TIMES IT ADDS 

ON ITS OWN. But specifically, in this case, 

EVERYTHING IS PURE TRUTH. THE ORDER IS GONE. 

There is no doubt about it. 

Only in Fortune did the very strange religion 
exist - the Order of the Sword. 

Once in this small town where, according to 

RUMORS, A WHITE GIANT APPEARED, JEFFREY WENT TO 
SNIFF OUT ABOUT EVERYTHING ABOUT WHICH IT IS 

POSSIBLE. But, unfortunately, the residents did 

NOT REALLY WELCOME THE STRANGERS, AND JEFFREY 
HAD TO BE PATIENT ENOUGH TO FINALLY FIND OUT ： THE 

Order of the Sword is gone. 

- I DO NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED THERE. THE 
KNIGHTS, MANAGERS, EVEN SIMPLE MINISTERS SIMPLY 
DISAPPEARED. IT WAS RUMORED THAT THEY ALL DIED. 
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The civilians, of course, remained, but doubted 

THE TEACHINGS OF THE ORDER. 

That's basically all that Jeffrey managed to find 
out. 

Even now, five years later, Jeffrey believed that 

HIS HUNCH WAS CLOSE TO THE TRUTH. And ALTHOUGH 
HIS ARTICLE DID NOT BECOME POPULAR, IT LEFT A 
SERIOUS MARK IN HIS JOURNALISTIC LIFE. 

- What about their institutions? Wiped off the 

FACE OF THE EARTH? 

〇 UESTION NlCO BROUGHT BACK JEFFREY FROM THE 
DISTANT PAST. 

££ Institutes? God knows ... There was a restricted 

AREA. I WANTED TO PEEK, BUT NOTHING WORKED OUT 

forme. Well, what else was there to do ：" 丄 wanted 

TO GET BACK ALIVE FROM THERE” JEFFREY REPLIED, 
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PUTTING DOWN THE MAGAZINE AND TAKING UP THE GIN 
AND TONIC. 

Most likely, Jeffrey was waiting for Nico to 

REACH FOR HER DRINK AND IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO 
MAKE A TOAST, BUT SHE, NOT PAYING ATTENTION TO 
HIM, LOOKED AT THE MAGAZINE AND SMOKED. TlRED OF 
WAITING, THE MAN TOOK A SIP OF GIN AND TONIC. 

- I HAVE ONE QUESTION LEFT. THE ARTICLE SAYS THAT 
THE INHABITANTS OF FORTUNE FLATLINE REFUSED TO 
COMMENT ON THOSE EVENTS, BUT ... - NlCO SPOKE UP 
AND TURNED OVER THE PAGE OF THE MAGAZINE. T HERE 
WAS A PHOTO OF THE RUINED CITY, AND IN THE 
BACKGROUND, THERE WAS A YOUNG MAN LOOKING 
SOMEWHERE TO THE SIDE. POINTING TO HIM, NlCO 

continued ： - Only this guy agreed to answer 

QUESTIONS. 

Jeffrey, drinking from a glass, nodded. 
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- Yeah, he was like a representative there. But he 

DID NOT GIVE ANY INTERESTING INFORMATION, 
ALTHOUGH HE WAS THE ONLY ONE TO TALK. He SAID 
THERE IS NOTHING INTERESTING HERE AND LEFT. AND 
HE WAS VERY SERIOUS. I’D CALL HIM N. 


C ‘IS HE SOMEHOW CONNECTED WITH THE CHURCH?” 

- Probably. As it was ... ah, for sure! He said he was 

A KNIGHT. 

At the word "knight/Jeffrey smiled sourly, as if 

TRYING TO SAY ： "WELL, WHAT THE HELL ARE THE 
KNIGHTS THESE DAYS?” 

However, there were knights in Fortuna. An 

INDISPUTABLE FACT. WHILE THE ORDER OF THE SWORD 
WAS ENGAGED IN POLITICS, THE KNIGHTS KEPT ORDER. 

They were armed, as befits the champions of the 
Order of the Sword, hefty swords. 
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Jeffrey did not see these fellows live, but on the 

PAGES OF HIS MAGAZINE SEVERAL PHOTOS WERE 
PUBLISHED ： THEY, ACCORDING TO RUMORS, DEPICTED A 
COLLECTION OF KNIGHTS DRESSED IN SOME VERY OLD- 
FASHIONED ROBES. 


- What was the name of that N? - Suddenly asked 
Nico. 

Jeffrey stared at her companion with a souint. 

c ‘And what will you do with this?” 

‘Tll try to find him ，” Nico answered right away, 
which made Jeffrey fall silent. 

If the conversation was about any other article, 
Jeffrey would immediately say that he does not 

REMEMBER THE NAME. BUT HE REMEMBERED HIM WELL 
EVEN NOW - THAT INCIDENT IN FORTUNA MEANT SO 
much to him. The FIRST TRIP ABROAD, PUBLICATION 
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ON THE FRONT PAGE, AND HE HIMSELF WAS BURNING 
WITH THE IDEA OF JOURNALISM - TO SURPRISE THE 

world! - It’s only a pity that now nothing is left 

OF THIS IDEA. 

C£ Nero ，” the man said after a pause, and thereby 

VIOLATED ONE OF THE JOURNALIST’S BASIC RULES - 
NEVER REVEAL YOUR SOURCES OF INFORMATION. BUT 

Jeffrey thus wanted to thank the reader, who 

EVEN FIVE YEARS AFTER PUBLICATION CALLED THE 
EDITORIAL OFFICE AND ASKED THE AUTHOR FORA 
MEETING. IN ADDITION, IF THE CURRENT CONVERSATION 
HAD HAPPENED FIVE YEARS AGO, JEFFREY WOULD NOT 
HAVE SPOKEN A WORD. 

- And the last name t Nico asked again. Jeffrey 

SHOOK HIS HEAD. 

- 1 don’t know. But Nero in the whole city is only 

ONE, AS I RECALL. 

Nico nodded silently. 
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C£ Do YOU REALLY WANT TO GO TO FORTUNA?” WHY DO 
YOU NEED IT? - IT WAS JEFFREY’S TURN TO ASK. 

- My goal is to aim at the top. 


The man did not understand anything from her 

ANSWER. 

- Thanks. It was somehow uncomfortable for me 

TO GO WITHOUT ANY LEADS, NlCO ADDED, AND 
SUDDENLY HELD HER GLASS OF BOILERMAKER, DRANK IT 
IN ONE GULP AND SMILED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE 
EVENING. 

“I HOPE WE MEET AGAIN ， JEFF.” NlCO SAID GOODBYE, 
TOOK HER BAG AND HEADED FOR THE EXIT. 

And only then did Jeffrey come to his senses ： 


Page i 2 i 


- Hey, wait! He shouted, clenching a forgotten 

MAGAZINE IN HIS FIST. 

NlCO STOPPED, TURNED AROUND, WITH A SMILE THREW ： 

“Take it. Isn’t this a memorable number for you? 

AND LEFT THE BAR. 

Not fully understanding what had just 
happened, Jeffrey sat back and leaned back in his 

CHAIR. 


a WHAT WAS THAT …” FINALLY ESCAPED FROM HIM. 

Jeffrey drank a gin and tonic and ordered 

ANOTHER ONE. AND WHILE THEY MIXED HIM, HE 
SUDDENLY WONDERED ： 

a BY THE WAY, I KIND A HEARD THE NAME GOLDSTEIN, 
BUT WHERE?” 

But the gin and tonic already hit Jeffrey in the 

HEAD, SO HE COULD NOT FIND AN ANSWER. 



: NE^O 
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Fora couple of days Nero worked without rest in 

THE GARAGE. 


Nero’s hands are golden, and to remake the 

SWORD THERE, TO RENEW THE THREAD ON THE HANDLE - 
HE IS NOT AT ALL AN AMATEUR. 


£C It should work!” He grumbled, turning the hilt 

OF HIS SWORD. 

The Red Queen - one of the motor-swords made by 
the Order of the Sword. A special mechanism is 

BUILT INTO THE BLADE, WHICH IS ACTIVATED WHEN THE 
HANDLE IS ROTATED ： FUEL IS INJECTED AND DRIVEN 
THROUGH THE ENTIRE BLADE, WHICH GIVES A 
MONSTROUS FORCE TO THE IMPULSE. By THE WAY, THE 
SWORD GOT ITS NAME BECAUSE THE FUEL, PASSING 
THROUGH THE BLADE, IS RED-HOT AND BURSTS OUT 
WITH A BRIGHT FLAME. 
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- Come on! - No matter how much Nero twists the 

HANDLE, NEITHER FLAME NOR GAS COME OUT. ''WHAT, 
TAKEN BACK, SINCE YOU HAVE NOT BEEN WAVED FORA 
LONG TIME?” HE ASKED ALMOST JOKINGLY, BUT, OF 
COURSE, HE DID NOT WAIT FOR AN ANSWER. And WHAT 

to expect? The red queen is just a sword. Nero, 

NOT LETTING GO OF HIS HANDS, SAT DOWN WITH A SIGH 
AND LOOKED AROUND. 

In the garage, of course, there was complete 

CHAOS ： THE KEYS, SCREWDRIVERS, BOLTS LAY WHEREVER 
NECESSARY, AND THEIR BOXES WERE PILED UP IN THE 
OPPOSITE DIRECTION ； ENGINE OIL WAS GATHERING DUST 
IN OPEN CANS, AND YOU COULD NOT SEE LIDS FROM 

cans. Like it or not, cleanliness is definitely not 
about Nero, but to bring the garage to such a 

STATE, YOU NEED A SPECIAL TALENT. HOWEVER, THE 
VERY THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO TIDY 

up drove Nero into longing. 


He, putting his sword aside, had already risen, 

WHEN HE SUDDENLY HEARD SOMEONE’S FOOTSTEPS AND 
TURNED HIS HEAD TO THE DOOR. LITERALLY 
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immediately ， Julio, an orphan, rushed into the 

GARAGE AND WAS WATCHED BY NERO AND KYRIE. 

- Nero! Trouble! Some strange aunt has come! He 

SHOUTED. 

Nerojust shrugged. 

- Strange? In whati" Does she have an eye on her 

FOREHEAD? Or ARE THE EARS SHARP? 

He didn’t really want to believe in the tales of 

THE BOY, WHO WAS CONSIDERED THE FIRST MISCHIEF 
CHILD IN THE WHOLE DISTRICT ： HE WOULD GIVE 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT, AND THEN RUN DOWN THE 
CEILING FOR ADULTS, AND HE WOULD LAUGH! 

- Yes, I’m not lying! - With a grimace of despair, 
Julio was indignant. 
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C£ So WHY IS SHE WEIRD?” - ASKED NERO, COLLECTING 
THE SCATTERED TOOLS AND THROWING THEM ON THE 
BOXES. 

CC SHE LOOKS LIKE ... WELL, ORDINARY.” BUT LOOKING FOR 

you ... - explained Julio. 

Nero, reaching for a wrench, froze and turned 

HIS HEAD TO THE BOY ： 



He nodded. 

- She came up to me and suddenly asked ... and you 
know Nero? Well, I said I don’t know. I remember, 

AFTER YOU INSIST THAT WE DON’T TALK TO STRANGERS... 

Fortuna has not favored newcomers for a long 
time. In addition, the devil knows how long it 
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TAKES TO GO TO THE NEAREST CITY OR VILLAGE - IN 
GENERAL, THIS IS A REAL ISOLATED TOWN. BUT FIVE 
YEARS AGO THERE WAS A MAJOR INCIDENT, AND ALL 
SORTS OF MAGAZINES, TELEVISION PEOPLE AND HACKS OF 
ALL KINDS BEGAN TO VISIT THE CITY TO FIND OUT WHAT 
HAPPENED. 

And they were not supposed to know the truth. 

And what's the point of telling? Would people 

REALLY BELIEVE THAT A HORDE OF DEMONS GOUGED THE 
CITY IN A MATTER OF HOURS? BUT EVEN IF THEY 
BELIEVED, IT WOULD ONLY GET WORSE. 

That is why Nero strictly ordered all residents 

OF THE CITY (AND EVEN YOUNG CHILDREN) TO REMAIN 
SILENT. 

- What is she like? Nero asked, deciding that the 

BOY WAS STILL LYING. 
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- Well ... such a dark one and with glasses... 

Nero twitched an eyebrow ： I remember there was 

SUCH A PERSON. DARK-SKINNED. JUST DIDN’T WEAR 
GLASSES. 

-IS IT A BLONDE? - CONTINUED THE INTERROGATION OF 

Nero. 

Julio shook his head. 

- Nope. Black hair, curly. 

- Who has curly hair, jerk? - Suddenly someone 

SOUNDED A VOICE. 

Nero looked up and saw at the entrance a dark- 

HAIRED STRANGER WITH GLASSES -JUST LIKE JULIO 


DESCRIBED. 
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- Uh, that’s her! He cried, pointing a finger at the 

WOMAN WITH A CIGARETTE IN HER MOUTH. 

- DO NOT POKE A FINGER AT PEOPLE! WHO TAUGHT YOU 
MANNERS? - The stranger threw. 

“Julio, go to Kyrie ，” Nero immediately sent the 

BOY HOME. 

In any other situation, Julio would have reached 

INTO HIS POCKET FOR A WORD, BUT HERE HE BECAME 
QUIET AND OBEDIENTLY HEADED FOR THE DOOR 
LEADING TO THE CORRIDOR. He SEEMED TO SENSE THAT 
THIS WAS A SERIOUS MATTER. 

Watching him, Nero turned to the woman - she 

WAS STILL STAMPING AT THE ENTRANCE, SMOKING A 


CIGARETTE. 
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C£ So WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM ME?” NERO ASKED, 
CASTING A GLANCE AT HIS RIGHT HAND, WHICH HE 
MOVED TO HIDE FROM THE GUEST. 

After all, his right hand is inhuman. A few years 

AGO, IT ACQUIRED A TERRIBLE, OR RATHER, DEVILISH 
FORM. 

But it’s not only that. 

The devilish form endowed incredible power ： the 

SHARPEST SWORDS DID NOT LEAVE EVEN SCRATCHES ON 
THE SKIN, AND THE PARANORMAL POWER HIDDEN IN THE 
HAND ALLOWED THROWING HEFTY DEMONS, LIKE PLUSH 
TOYS. 

By A FUNNY COINCIDENCE, THAT HAND SUDDENLY 
BECAME A GOOD THING FOR NERO, AS HE WAS ALWAYS 
LOOKING FOR STRENGTH, AND EVEN THOUGH HE 
SHIELDED AWAY FROM ITS UGLINESS AT FIRST, BUT HE 
GOT USED TO IT AND SOMETIMES EVEN REJOICED ： IT IS 
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NOT DIFFICULT TO PROTECT THE CLOSEST ONES WITH 
SUCH A HAND. 

And the Devil’s Hand (Devil Bringer in the game) 

HAD ONE FEATURE ： IT PULSED IN RESPONSE TO 
MANIFESTATIONS OF DEMONIC POWER. 

Nero looked at his hand to make sure that it was 

NOT A (HIS ARM LIGHTS UP IF IT’S A DEMON CLOSE TO 
HIM) DEMON WHO HAD COME TO HIM. AND IF HE REALLY 
WERE, THE HAND WOULD HAVE DEFINITELY REACTED. 

The woman stood and silently smoked a 

CIGARETTE. 

The hand was also silent, which meant that the 

GUEST WAS NOT A DEMON. WELL, OR A DEMON, BUT 
WITHOUT A DROP OF POWER. 

- Are you Nero? The woman finally spoke, 

EXHALING A WISP OF SMOKE. 


Nero frowned a little. 
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- You NEED TO PUT THE SMOKE OUT, NOT ALLOWED 

here! - And pointed a finger at her. 


Nero could not stand the tobacco smoke. And 

THIS IS NOT COUNTING HOW MUCH FUEL AND OIL IS 
STORED IN HIS GARAGE. So THE REQUEST IS QUITE 
ADEQUATE. 

- SO YOU TAUGHT THE JERK TO POINT AT PEOPLE ? - THE 
WOMAN WAS SURPRISED, HAVING PASSED THE REOUEST 

of Nero by ears. 

And he did not like this answer. 

C£ Throw the damn cigarette or get out!” he 

REPEATED IN RAISED TONES, POINTING AT THE WOMAN’S 


FINGER. 
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She casually pulled a cigarette from her mouth, 

THREW IT UNDER HER FEET AND PUT IT OUT WITH HER 
BOOT. 

- Well, satisfied No Smoking Boy? 

Nero could not hide his irritation and viciously 

CLICKED HIS TONGUE, BUT HE THOUGHT ： 

C£ She appears the same age as me but acts as if she’s 

lo YEARS OLDER” - THOUGHT NERO. 

“I WON’T SMOKE HERE, OKAY? I’LL INVITE MYSELF IN.” 
THE WOMAN ANNOUNCED, AND WITHOUT WAITING FOR 
THE GO-AHEAD, SHE CROSSED THE THRESHOLD OF THE 
GARAGE. 

Nero intercepted her almost immediately, but she 


SUDDENLY RAISED BOTH HANDS ： 
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- Hey Hey! Will you beat a weak woman? She 

JOKINGLY EXCLAIMED. 

Nero made a sour face ： a couple of minutes did 

NOT PASS, AND HE ALREADY SHOWED HIS RIGHT HAND, 
AND HE HID IT AS BEST HE COULD. 

T WOMAN DID NOT NOTICE HIS ANXIETY AND SIMPLY 
BRAZENLY WALKED AROUND THE GARAGE. SHE REACHED 
THE WOODEN BOX IN THE CORNER AND SAT THERE. 

- Annoyed? Do not mind it. Everyone has their 

OWN TROUBLES TROUBLES, - SHE CROSSED HER LEGS. - 
BUT! I DIDN’T INTRODUCE MYSELF. NlCOLETTA 

Goldstein. And I have a small request. 

-What? 


Nero involuntarily became interested, because 

THE REQUEST WAS MADE EXACTLY AFTER THE STRANGER 
SAW HIS HAND. 
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C£ We need to find something. I’m interested in the 

DEMON RECORDS KEPT IN THE ORDER OF THE SWORD. 
BUT I HEARD THAT THE ORGANIZATION HAS SUNK INTO 
OBLIVION, SO HAS ALL HOPE FOR THE SURVIVING 
FOLLOWERS” SHE EXPLAINED THE ESSENCE OF THE 
REQUEST AND LOOKED INQUIRINGLY AT NERO. THERE 
WAS NOT A TRACE OF MALICE IN HER EYES. The CLEAN 
LOOK OF THE CHILD WHO WAS SHOWN HIS FAVORITE 
TOY. 

“And where did you hear that the Order studied 
demons?” Nero asked immediately. 

Of course, the Order studied demons, but in 

SECRET FROM THE WHOLE WORLD. AND IF ANYONE HAD 
FOUND OUT ABOUT THIS, THE HYPE WOULD HAVE COME 
OUT GLOBAL. CROWDS OF DEMON HUNTERS WOULD 
SURELY HAVE DESCENDED INTO THE CITY. 

NlCOLETTA SHOOK HER HEAD IN RESPONSE. 
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“There are enough informants ... who told me 
that? .. Occult journalist? Tobacco hag? 
Stubborn demon hunter girl? Or maybe a drink 

FROM THE TAVERN? i HEARD A LOT FROM ANYONE, I 
DON’T REMEMBER EXACTLY” NlCOLETTA ANSWERED, 
EITHER EVASIVELY OR TRUTHFULLY. BUT ONE THING WAS 
CERTAIN FOR SURE ： THE GUEST IS NOT ORDINARY, IF SHE 
KNOWS ABOUT THE DEMON HUNTERS - THOUGHT NERO. 

“You’re my first guest ，” Nero admitted, stepped 

AWAY FROM THE WOMAN AND LEANED HIS BACK AGAINST 
THE WALL. U l WILL NOT STRETCH THE SPEECH. My 
ANSWER IS NO. RECORDS OF THE ORDER WILL NOT GO TO 
ANYONE. YOU CAN LEAVE.” 

And here Nero felt a prick of disappointment ： not 

EVERY DAY SOMEONE TURNS TO HIM IN SUCH A 
WILDERNESS. MAYBE IT WOULD BE WORTH CONSIDERING 
EVERYTHING, AND THEN REFUSE? 

Despite the problems in the city, the secret 

LABORATORIES OF THE ORDER REMAINED INTACT. Of 
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COURSE, THE MOST DANGEROUS THINGS WERE TAKEN 
OUT LONG AGO, BUT SOME MATERIALS REMAINED IN 
THEIR PLACES. NERO WAS THINKING OF SOMEHOW 
BLOWING THEM TO PIECES — JUST IN CASE SO THE 
TRAGEDY WOULD NOT HAPPEN AGAIN — BUT HE SIMPLY 
DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH TIME ： FIRST OF ALL, IT WAS 
NECESSARY TO RESTORE THE CITY SO THAT PEOPLE 
COULD LIVE SOMEWHERE. That's WHY THE HANDS DID 
NOT REACH THE OMINOUS CELLARS. 

However, it was unlikely that, having been 

REFUSED, NlCOLETTA WOULD LEAVE WITH HER TAIL 
TUCKED AWAY. In THE WORST CASE, SHE COULD HAVE 
MADE HER WAY INTO THE LABORATORY UNTIL NERO 

saw. Once, a journalist came to town, sniffed out 

EVERYTHING, BUT SIMPLE THREATS WERE ENOUGH TO 
SEND HIM HOME, BUT WHETHER THE SAME THREATS 
WOULD AFFECT THIS PERSON WAS A BIG QUESTION. If 
NOT, THEN YOU HAVE TO DRIVE OUT BY FORCE. 


And then Nicoletta threw something out of the 
ordinary. Nero certainly did not expect this. 
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“What happened to Agnus?” 

He had not heard this name for a hundred years, 

BUT SHE UTTERED IT, AND NERO IMMEDIATELY 
REMEMBERED HIS FACE. He WOULD NOT LIKE TO 
REMEMBER, HE’D LIKE TO FORGET COMPLETELY, BUT HE 
COULD NOT. 

Agnus was one of the chiefs in the Order and 

STUDIED DEMONS ALONE. In A SENSE, IT WAS HE WHO 
WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FACT THAT THE CHURCH 
WENT ALL OUT. IT WAS HE WHO TURNED PEOPLE INTO 
DEMONS, SUMMONED POWERFUL MONSTERS STRAIGHT 
FROM THE DEPTHS OF HELL, AND THEREBY DOOMED THE 
CITY TO DESTRUCTION. NATURALLY, ONE CAN ALWAYS 
SAY THAT HE ACTED ON THE ORDERS OF THE LEADER, 
BUT NO ONE PULLED HIS HAND - THIS IS HIS AND ONLY 
HIS SIN. 


C£ Died ，’’ Nero answered. 
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Agnus is dead. He was killed during that mess in 
Fortuna. Nero could not even lift a finger and 

DID NOT SEE WHO KILLED HIM AND HOW. 

C ‘EH ...” THE GUEST BREATHED REGRETFULLY, BUT THEN 
SHE CONTINUED CHEERFULLY: £ ‘I THOUGHT SO”. 

“Are you familiar with that son of a bitch?” - 
surprised Nero. 

tC I KNOW HIM. He is my father.” 

Nero could not believe his ears ： 

- What? - Stepping forward, he asked. I didn’t 

CATCH YOU? 


NlCOLETTA SHRUGGED SADLY. 
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- Father. And I am the daughter of this son of a 
bitch. Father. Daughter, she rumbled, but Nero 

NEVER FINISHED. 

Who? Said Nero, worryingly. 

C£ Agnus! The man who destroyed the city! He is my 

FATHER” NlCOLETTA SAID, AND ADDED 
‘‘UNFORTUNATELY’’ ， QUIETLY. 

Nero automatically pointed a finger at her side ： 

- Daughter of Agnus? You? 

- Don’t you point at people! Where are your 

MANNERS? OR WHAT, DO YOU POINT HERE (IN FORTUNA) 
-AS A SIGN OF RESPECT? - SAID NlCOLETTA, BUT 
SUDDENLY HER EYES LIT UP ： SHE JUMPED FROM THE BOX 
AND WITH A FIRM STEP WENT SOMEWHERE. 
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- Hey! - Nero scolded, - But what’s wrong with 

YOU?! 

Nicoletta let his complaints pass by, picked up 
the Red Queen - she calmly sat on her floor- and 

BEGAN TO STUDY. 

- Hey! Do not touch that without asking! Nero 

SHOUTED AND REACHED FOR HIS SWORD, BUT 

Nicoletta deftly dodged. 

- Hmm ...Judging by the shape, the mechanism 

INJECTS FUEL? INTERESTING IDEA. A SIMPLE ONE, BUT ... 

Oh, wow! Well, that’s not bad! She chattered and 

TURNED THE HILT OF HER SWORD. BUT THE RED QUEEN 
MADE NO SOUND. EVERYTHING IS THE SAME AS LAST 

time. - Mm? Has broken? Did the ignition fall? Or 

WAS THE PHONE CLOGGED? - NERO AGAIN REACHED FOR 
HIS SWORD IN AN ATTEMPT TO TAKE IT AWAY, BUT NlCO 
AGAIN DODGED AND SUDDENLY ASKED ： - WHERE ARE THE 
TOOLS?! 


Nero's jaw nearly fell off ： 
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-Ha? 

- I’LL FIX IT. Not a single sane master will leave the 

MECHANISM BROKEN - WITHOUT GIVING NERO A WORD 
TO INSERT, NlCOLETTA GLANCED AROUND THE GARAGE 
AND RUSHED TO THE TOOL BOX THAT THE NERO HAD 
LEFT THERE. - It SEEMS THAT HE HAD A GOOD TIME WITH 
IT, BUT THE WORK IS CLUMSY! YOU’LL DISASSEMBLE IT 

incorrectly! 

Nero’s JAW ALMOST REACHED the floor while he 
WATCHED THE WOMAN ： SHE SAT DOWN AND BEGAN TO 
DISASSEMBLE THE RED QUEEN WITH SUCH DEXTERITY 
AND SPEED, AS IF SHE HAD TOUCHED A LOT OF SUCH 
THINGS IN HER LIFE. 

- So-so ... FAMILIAR FILLING. No DAMAGE. HERE, SOME 
MORON CROOKEDLY CLIMBED INTO IT ... YEAH, SO 
NORMAL, - IN A MATTER OF SECONDS THE MECHANISM OF 
THE SWORD WAS DISASSEMBLED INTO PARTS, AND NlKO 
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HERSELF PEERED INTO THE NOZZLE WITH INTEREST, 
MUTTERING ： - THEY DIDN’T CARRY OUT THE DAILY 
MAINTENANCE, AND HERE IS THE RESULT. Do YOU KNOW 
HOW THE MANUFACTURER’S WARRANTY WORKS? Do NOT 
CARRY OUT MINIMAL MAINTENANCE - THE WARRANTY 
HAS FALLEN. 

Caught in a hail of ridicule, Nero first thought 

THAT THE GIRL COULD INDEED BE THE DAUGHTER OF 

Agnus - they were very similar. 

The head of Agnus was filled with all sorts of 

STUDIES, AND IF HE CAME ACROSS SOMETHING 
ENTERTAINING, THEN HE IMMEDIATELY CARRIED ON A 
NONSENSE. And the skin of the son of a bitch is 
DARK. 

CC COME ON!” MUTTERED NERO AND PRESSED HIS HAND 
TO HIS CHEST. To THE VERY PLACE WHERE AGNUS FELL, 
TRYING TO PIERCE HIM THROUGH. If NERO WAS AN 
ORDINARY PERSON, HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY GO TO THE 
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NEXT WORLD. BUT, FORTUNATELY OR NOT, YOU CAN’T 
NAME ORDINARY NERO, THAT’S WHY HE’S STILL ALIVE. 

C£ Well, that’s all ，” Nero woke up just when 
Nicoletta put the Red Queen’s gear back. - Well, 

BABY, HOW ARE YOU? THE GUEST COOED, LOWERED HER 
SWORD AND TURNED THE HILT. The NEXT INSTANT, A 
HOT FLAME ERUPTED FROM THE NOZZLE. 

The sword received such a strong impulse that 
Nicoletta instantly dropped on the floor. But 

SHE DIDN’T GET ANGRY, SHE WAS AMUSED. SHE GOT UP, 
SHOOK OFF HER SHORTS AND SAID ： 

- Here is a bully! But terribly cute! 

Nero sighed. Now he owed her money, which 

MEANS HE COULDN’T JUST KICK HER OUT. 
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C£ OKAY ... I’LL SHOW YOU WHERE THE MATERIALS OF THE 

Order are ，” he surrendered, and Nicoletta 

SMILED. 

- Thanks, Nero. You can call me Nico. 

Peering into Nico's smile - and that one had a 

TOOTH PEEKING OUT FROM UNDER HER LIPS - NERO 
INVOLUNTARILY REMEMBERED THE KILLER OF AGNUS - 

Dante. 


CH/IPrE-? 2 : DkNTE 
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The last time Dante was on the island of Dumary ， 
God knows how many years ago it was, even he 

FORGOT. 


“It’s been a while since I saw you, boy ，” when 
Dante got off the ship, he met an old woman. 
C£ How is it going?” She asked. 

- Of course! And you are in good health, granny, 
Dante answered. 

The old woman, difficulty breathing, smiled ： 

- So, YOU DON’T REMEMBER MY NAME” 

Dante put his fingers on his forehead, thinking. 

- I REMEMBER. IT SEEMS TO BE ... MATIA? - He ANSWERED, 


LITERALLY HAVING FISHED OUT A NAME FROM A HEAD. 
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- Mat IE R, BOY. I KNEW IT WOULD BE THIS WAY” THE OLD 
WOMAN GRIMACED, AND THEN TURNED AND WALKED 

away. Dante followed her. 

- So ALMOST THE SAME! WELL, DON’T BE ANGRY, 

GRANNY. 

- I’M NOT ANGRY. SPARDA ALSO OFTEN CONFUSED MY 

name. With the name of another woman. 

Dante shyly touched his head. After all, Dante is 

THE SON OF THAT VERY LEGENDARY KNIGHT SPARDA. 

And that war between people and demons, tales 

OF WHICH ARE STILL POISONED, REALLY WAS TWO 
THOUSAND YEARS AGO. In THE MIDST OF THE 
CONFRONTATION, THE KNIGHT OF SPARDA, THE RIGHT 
HAND OF THE RULER OF THE WORLD OF DEMONS, 
CROSSED OVER TO THE ENEMY SIDE. AND OUT OF PITY 
FOR THE PEOPLE, HE SEALED THE GATES BETWEEN THE 
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TWO WORLDS, AND THEN REMAINED IN OURS IN HIS LAST 
DAYS. 

And Matier was personally acquainted with the 

LEGENDARY KNIGHT. 

- Granny, how many years, how many winters have 

PASSED? - ASKED DANTE THE SILENT MATIER AS SHE 
WALKED AHEAD. 

Even before Sparda met Eva, he traveled the 

WORLD FORA LONG TIME. SURELY DURING HIS 
WANDERINGS, HE CAME ACROSS MATIER. But WHEN 
EXACTLY THIS HAPPENED - DANTE DID NOT KNOW. 

“Who knows ... a couple of hundred years ago, 

MAYBE EVEN MORE,” THE OLD WOMAN ANSWERED, NOT 
TURNING HER HEAD TO DANTE, AND HE ONLY SHRUGGED 


A LITTLE. 
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In general, Dante knew little about his father. 
And he remembered little. In childhood he 

LEARNED TO WIELD A SWORD FROM HIM. He PRACTICED 
LESSONS WITH HIS TWIN BROTHER. AND HE COULD NOT 
EVEN IMAGINE THAT HIS FATHER WAS A DEMON. And HE 
DID NOT KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE LEGENDS THAT 
WENT ABOUT SPARDA. 

“… YOU HAVE NO HEART. THERE WAS AN AGREEMENT 
THAT I WOULD TELL THE STORY OF SPARDA IF YOU 
SHOWED UP, BUT YOU HAVEN’T SHOWN YOUR NOSE SINCE 
YOU FINISHED UP THE WORK” MEANWHILE GRUMBLED 

Matier. 

I REMEMBERED THE EVENTS OF A DECADE AGO ： DANTE 
SAILED TO THE DUMARY FOR THE SAKE OF THE TASK - TO 
STOP A DARK BUSINESSMAN WHO WAS PLANNING TO 
RESURRECT A POWERFUL DEMON. 

“What was I to do?” C£ They threw me into some 

GARBAGE DUMP WITHOUT AN ENTRANCE AND EXIT，” 

Dante objected. 
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And indeed the truth was that Dante was locked 

IN THE WORLD OF DEMONS (Hell). 

- I HEARD ABOUT IT. BUT I DIDN’T KNOW IF YOU 
MANAGED TO GET OUT. 

a I WAS LUCKY ： A HOLE OPENED AND I GOT OUT，” DANTE 
THREW. 

The connection between the worlds has long 

BEEN BROKEN, BUT SOMETIMES DEMONS STILL MANAGE 
TO SEEP INTO THE PEOPLE. THROUGH RANDOM ‘‘GAPS’’. 

And in the world of people there are special 

PLACES WHERE C ‘TEARS” HAPPEN MORE OFTEN THAN 
USUAL. 


For EXAMPLE, THE ISLAND OF DUMARY. 
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Demons have been appearing here since ancient 

TIMES, AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT A GUARDIAN 
HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO THE ISLAND, WHICH PROTECTS 
THE INHABITANTS FROM ALL EVIL SPIRITS. 

U I THOUGHT YOU WERE COMING BACK TO THE ISLAND ... 

But it didn’t happen that way, right?” The old 

WOMAN IS A DESCENDANT OF THE ISLAND’S GUARDIANS 
CLAN. 

C£ Yeah, well, y’know ， busy” Dante nodded. 

When he managed to escape from hell, he found 

HIMSELF IN SOME SMALL PORT TOWN, FAR, FAR FROM 

Dumary. 

a A STRANGE THING，” THE OLD WOMAN CONTINUED TO 

grumble. ‘‘Random holes are too unstable, demons 

DON’T HAVE THAT ROAD. THEY CAN’T COME HERE 
WITHOUT A MEDIUM SIZED GAP AT LEAST. 
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There are enough places where there are gaps. 
Dumary Island and Fortuna are examples. But the 

DEMONS, SEEPING THROUGH THE HOLES THERE, WERE 
NOT CONSIDERED DEMONS IN THE FULL SENSE OF THE 
WORD ： ONLY THEIR CONSCIOUSNESS MOVED, WHICH 
COULD ONLY CONTROL THINGS. And SO THAT THE 
DEMON - IF IT IS, OF COURSE, NOT A BUG OR AN INSECT - 
COULD STEP OVER THE BORDER IN ITS TRUE FORM, THE 
HOLE MUST BE HUGE AND, MOST IMPORTANT, STABLE. 

Such gaps don’t randomly appear. 


“There is some thought on this subject, so don’t 

WORRY，” SHE TRIED TO ALLAY THE FEARS OF OLD DANTE. 

He himself asked exactly the same questions as 
Matier. Having visited Fortuna, Dante 

UNDERSTOOD WHY GAPS WERE FORMED BETWEEN THE 
WORLDS. 

Most likely, the fiendish instrument Yamato is 


USED AS A KEY. 
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The devilish sword Yamato is the favorite 
weapon of Vergil, Dante’s brother, and a gift left 

BY HIS FATHER. THE SWORD IS ENDOWED WITH SPECIAL 
POWER ： IT CUTS THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE WORLDS 
OF PEOPLE AND DEMONS. 


And even a splinter of the sword is capable of 

THIS. 

“I’LL TELL YOU THIS WITHOUT HIDING ...” THE OLD 
WOMAN INTERRUPTED DANTE’S THOUGHTS. SHE DIDN’T 
WANT TO SEE YOU ON THE ISLAND. 

Hearing about Lucia, Dante squinted. Last time, 

IT WAS SHE WHO CALLED DANTE TO THE DUMARY AND, 
TOGETHER WITH HIM, FOUGHT AGAINST THE DEMONS. 

CC H0W MUCH TIME HAS PASSED...” HE THOUGHT. 

Matier SIGHED AND CONTINUED ： 
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“But isn’t living like that sadness? In my 

FOOTSTEPS, SHE’S NOT LEAVING THE ISLAND IN ANY WAY. 

And there are almost no young men left.” 

C£ Yes, and I'm not young ，” Dante interposed and 

RAN A HAND OVER HIS BRISTLES. 

Demons live long. Dante’s father, Sparda, 

STRETCHED A LITTLE OVER TWO THOUSAND YEARS. BUT 
HOW MUCH IS ALLOCATED TO HALF-BREED PEOPLE? 

Dante did not even know. But one way or 

ANOTHER, HE WAS AGING A LITTLE, IN WHICH HE 
HIMSELF HAD JUST ADMITTED. And THE HOUR IS NOT 
FAR OFF WHEN HE BECOMES A DECREPIT OLD MAN. 

Matier SMILED VEXINGLY. 

- Right. However - she began to speak, not taking 

HER EYES OFF DANTE, "THIS IS NOT ABOUT THAT, BOY. 

All this time, Lucia was waiting. Waited and 

WAITED SINCE YOU DISAPPEARED INTO HELL. DlD YOU 
KNOW ABOUT THIS? DlD YOU KNOW HOW MANY TIMES 
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SHE DRAGGED INTO YOUR AGENCY? THERE AND BACK ... 

But she won’t get any news from you! Has he 

RETURNED? Is HE GONE?” 

Dante ran his hand through his head, 

AWKWARDLY. 

As SOON AS HE GOT OUT OF HELL AND RETURNED TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE DEVIL MAY CRY AGENCY, HE CAME 

across Lucia ： she threw herself on his neck (a 
hug) and cried. But then the phone rang and cut 

THEIR REUNION SHORT. 

At the other end of the pipe they said the 

’’PASSWORD.” 

In appearance, the Dante agency is the most 

COMMON, THEY STILL TAKE ON ANY KIND OF WORK THAT 
THEY OFFER, BUT EVERY NOW AND THEN SOMEONE 
CALLED AND GAVE THE PASSWORD, WHICH MEANT THAT 
THE JOB WOULD BE SOMEHOW CONNECTED WITH THE 


DEMONS. 
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And that time the call took Dante by surprise, 

BUT HE COULD NOT REFUSE. AFTER ALL, IT DOESN’T 
MATTER WHERE, WHOM AND FOR WHAT. If THE DEMONS 
WERE INVOLVED, DANTE WOULD GO. 

Since the demons have laid eyes on people, help is 

NEEDED - THIS IS AN IMMUTABLE RULE FOR DANTE. 

C£ And what about you give Lucia a happy memory? 

I’M NOT ASKING YOU TO MARRY HER ... It ISN’T GOOD 
FOR A MAN TO JUST FORGET ABOUT WOMEN, DON’T YOU 

think?” Threatened Matier, poking Dante with a 

CANE. a SAY SOMETHING ALREADY, BOY!” 

Realizing that he could not get along with a 
cane, Dante sighed and spoke ： 

- Sorry. I have my reasons. 

- Cheap trick! Sparda would have come up with 

SOMETHING MORE ELEGANT. 
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- Come on! I’m better than father. 

Matier thoughtfully chewed her lips. From her 

WRINKLED FACE, OF COURSE, IT’S HARD TO UNDERSTAND 
WHAT KIND OF EMOTIONS SHE HAS THERE - IS SHE 
ANGRY? 

“Well, if I’ve arrived ... Lucia, go and be 

DELIGHTED，” MATIER MUTTERED, LOWERING HER CANE. 

Dante exhaled ： it already seemed to him that he 

HAD MET ONE OF THE GROUCHY RELATIVES PEOPLE 
HAVE. 

a So WHO AM I TO KILL?” DANTE TRIED TO CHANGE THE 
TOPIC, AND WALKED FORWARD. 

He again showed up at the Dumary for one single 
reason - Matier said the cc password ,? when she 


CALLED HIM. 
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‘‘Remember the demon that you defeated here?” - 
The old woman asked, catching up with Dante, 

BUT HE SHOOK HIS HEAD. 

- Which one? The Orangguerra? Or the one that 

WAS BULL-LIKE? - DANTE SPECIFIED AND LOOKED AT HIS 
COMPANION - SHE SLOWLY SHOOK HER HEAD. 

- Argo sax! You were drawn into hell because you 

TRIED TO DEFEAT HIM, RIGHT? 

a WAS THAT HIS NAME?” I DON’T REMEMBER WHO’S 
CALLED, ANYWAY THIS IS NO USE. A WASTE OF MEMORY. I 
SAW - KILLED, AND THE MATTER IS OVER. 

In fact, Dante remembered the name of only one 

DEMON - THE EMPEROR MUNDUS, THE SWORN ENEMY OF 
HIS FAMILY. 
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- As you wish. This time a demon descended on the 

ISLAND, WHO IS CONSIDERED THE RIGHT HAND OF 

Argosax，’’explained Matier，and Dante grinned. 

-It turns out, then there was number one, and 

NOW WHAT，THE SECOND? 

Slowly, Dante began to remember who Argo sax 
was. It seems that he was the sovereign of hell 

AND OPPOSED THE RULER OF MUNDUS BACK IN THAT 

Great War that divided hell into two camps. In 

GENERAL, THE BUMP IS BIG BY LOCAL STANDARDS. 

But against the power of Dante, who forced back 
Mundus himself, Argo sax has nothing special. 

a R emember how long ago it was, boy,” Matier 

INTERRUPTED DANTE’S SWEET THOUGHTS ABOUT THE 
EASY JOB. - NOW, A GOOD HALF OF THE DEMONS, 
WITHOUT THE RULER OF THEIR ArGOSAX, HAVE COME 
UNDER THE BANNER OF HIS RIGHT HAND, WHICH, 
MOREOVER, HAS BEEN DOING EVERYTHING IN RECENT 
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YEARS TO SAVE STRENGTH. And NOW THEY GOT INTO 
OUR WORLD” MATIER EXPLAINED, CLOSED HER EYES AND 
ADDED ： ''THIS IS SUCH A STORY.” 

Dumariymay BE A SPECIAL PLACE, BUT EVEN HERE A 
HUGE GAP COULDN’T JUST ARISE THAT COULD BRING IN 
SUCH A POWERFUL DEMON. MOST LIKELY, SOME OF THE 
LOCALS TRIED AND PERFORMED A RITUAL, BUT ONLY 

Matier and Lucia are watching the island - you 

JUST CAN’T TURN IT ON. 

U AnY CLUE?” - ASKED DANTE. MATIER SHOOK HER HEAD. 

- Lucia would not call. At first, she herself 

THOUGHT THAT SOMEONE AGAIN PLANNED EVIL, BUT 
DID NOT FIND ANY TRACES. AND ArIUS WITH HIS 
OUROBOROS IS ALSO GONE. 

Dante still remembered something about this. 

OUROBOROS IS A COMPANY THAT ONCE DEVELOPED THE 

Dumary Island, only on paper. Their true purpose 
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WAS TO OPEN THE PASSAGE BETWEEN THE WORLDS. YES ， 
IT LOOKS LIKE A DECENT CONGLOMERATE, BUT ITS HEAD, 
Arius ， WITH HIS HEAD WENT INTO OCCULTISM AND 
IMAGINED THAT HE WOULD SUBORDINATE THE POWER 
OF THE POWERFUL DEMON ArGOSAX. 


But Dante and Lucia killed Arius，he is no longer 

IN THIS WORLD. So WHERE DOES A STRONG DEMON GET 
ON THE ISLAND? 

cc Okay, forget about it,” Dante muttered and 

LOOKED AT MATIER. ‘‘So WHAT KIND OF DEMON GOT 
OUT OF THE HELLISH GARBAGE, GRANNY?” 

Matier GIGGLED. 

''Tomorrow you will forget, but I’ll say it 
anyway.” His name is Balrog. According to 

LEGEND, HE’S CRUEL AND COMMANDS FIRE, SO BE 
CAREFUL, HE SHARED HER ADVICE, AND DANTE SMIRKED 


SLIGHTLY. 
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CHkPTER 3: NERO 


Fortuna Castle has been empty for many years, 

AND ITS CELLARS REMAINED IN EXTREMELY POOR 
CONDITION. 


ON A DIFFERENT TIME, THE CASTLE GATES WERE OPEN TO 
EVERYONE, INCLUDING FOR RARE VISITORS TO THE CITY, 
BUT NOW EVEN THE LOCALS HAVE NO WAY THERE. 

The reason for this is extremely simple ： the 

LABORATORY OF AGNUS. 

Entering the laboratory (equipped with the 

LATEST TECHNOLOGY, EVEN THOUGH THEY ARRANGED IT 
IN AN ANCIENT BASEMENT)，NlCO IMMEDIATELY SPUN 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY. 


- What, are you interested? Nero asked. 
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Once at the cylindrical flask for breeding 

DEMONS, NlCO RAN A HAND OVER THE GLASS AND 
RUSHED ： 

- Yes! There is so much cool stuff here! 

And while she was enthusiastic, Nero, leaning his 

BACK AGAINST THE WALL, STEALTHILY PUT HIS HAND 
UNDER THE CLOAK, WHERE THE BELOVED BLUE ROSE 
REVOLVER WAS WARMING. 

C£ I NEVER ASKED ... WHY DO YOU NEED ALL THIS 
RESEARCH?” 

If Nico really is the daughter of Agnus (and this 

IS PROBABLY TRUE)，THEN SHE IS QUITE CAPABLE OF 
CONTINUING THE WORK OF HER FATHER AND LETTING 
HORDES OF DEMONS INTO THE HUMAN WORLD. AND IF 
SHE REALLY WANTS TO, NERO WILL HAVE TO SHOOT HER 
ON THE SPOT, AND IT DOESN’T MATTER THAT NlCO 
REPAIRED THE RED QUEEN. EVEN ON THE WAY TO THE 
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castle, Nero was one hundred percent ready for 

SUCH A TURN OF EVENTS. 

Patting the glass of the flask, Nico turned to 
Nero. 

CC I WANT TO BECOME A MASTER,” SHE ADMITTED. 

From such a statement, Nero nearly pulled the 

REVOLVER OUT. BUT STILL HE RESTRAINED HIMSELF AND 
CLARIFIED ： 

- The master? Sculpt the figures of demons, eh? 

Grinning, Nico clucked her tongue ： 

- Weapons. I want to be a first-class gunsmith. 

- Weapons? - asked Nero, recalling how deftly 
Nico dismantled the Red Queen. 
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- Like my granny. Have you heard anything about 

THE ''MASTER OF THE FORTY-FIFTH CALIBER*? NlCO 
ASKED, BUT, NOTICING HOW HER GUIDE SHOOK HIS 
HEAD, SHE SPAT AND TURNED AWAY ： 

“What do you even know, man?!” 

Usually, having heard this, Nero would have 

FLUSHED UP, BUT HE LET HER WORDS SLIP BY HIS EARS. 

Maybe because Nico was younger than him, or 

MAYBE BECAUSE HE USED TO LOOKING AFTER THE 
ORPHANS, PUTTING UP WITH THEIR ANTICS AND 
ANSWERING THEIR DIRECT (EVEN ARROGANT!) 

Questions. 

“Forty-fifth caliber, you say? So, it’s about guns? 

Excuse me, guns are not particularly favored 
here. They altogether mocked me because of a 
revolver” Nero explained. 


NlCO FROZE FOR A MOMENT. 
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- Revolver? Do you have a revolver? - Excitement 

CAUGHT FIRE IN HER EYES. 


Nero did not find what to do with her 

ENTHUSIASM, SO HE SIMPLY GRABBED THE BLUE ROSE - 
ALL THIS TIME HE HELD THE REVOLVER, RUNNING HIS 
HAND UNDER THE LAPEL OF THE CLOAK - AND THEN NlCO 
RUSHED RIGHT UNDER THE BARREL. 


CC HEY HEY ... YOU DIDN’T GO CUCKOO THERE?!” 

NlCO LOOKED WITH SUCH EAGERNESS AT THE REVOLVER 

that Nero already thought that at his feet a 

DOG CURLS, ASKING FOR A TREAT. AND NERO 
REMEMBERED SUCH A GREEDY LOOK IN THE EYES OF 

Agnus. 


- D-let me see, huh?! Will you? 
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NO ONE IN THEIR RIGHT MIND WOULD HAND OVER A 
REVOLVER TO A MAN WHO, WITH THE HELP OF THIS VERY 
REVOLVER, MIGHT HAVE TO SHOOT HIM. BUT NERO GAVE 
HIS TOY, NOT REALLY UNDERSTANDING HOW IT 
HAPPENED. 

- Ha ha! Two barrels?! Really two rounds at a 

TIME ?! - MEANWHILE, NlCO ADMIRED, TWIRLING THE 

Blue Rose in her hands. 

The Blue Rose is a six-shot revolver converted 

FROM STOCK. DURING THE FLIGHT OF ENGINEERING 
THOUGHT, THERE WAS NO TRACE OF THE ORIGINAL 

form ： Nero replaced the usual barrel with a new 

ONE, WITH TWO MUZZLSE, AND NOW IT WAS POSSIBLE TO 
SEND TWO BULLETS AT A TIME. WELL, ALMOST. 

Almost - because the striker hit the cartridges 

WITH A SMALL LAG - THE TRUNKS WERE LOCATED ONE 
ABOVE THE OTHER. BUT THIS SMALL LAG OF A FEW 
MILLISECONDS WAS THE MAIN FEATURE OF THE BLUE 

Rose. 
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C ‘I SEE ... TWO DIFFERENT BULLETS，” NlCO REALIZED. SHE 
HAD ALREADY PULLED OUT THE DRUM AND EXAMINED 
ITS FILLING. 


“YOU SOMEHOW UNDERSTOOD EVERYTHING TOO 

quickly/ 5 Nero remarked, but didn’t get angry. 

The Blue Rose was really stuffed with two types 

OF BULLETS - ALLAS NlCO SAID. THE FIRST IS AN 
EXPLOSIVE CARTRIDGE THAT BREAKS THE DEMONS' HARD 
ARMOR, AND AN INSTANT LATER A PIERCING BULLET 
FLIES INTO THE SAME PLACE, WHICH FLASHES THE 
DAMAGED SKIN OF THE ENEMY WITHOUT ANY PROBLEMS 
AND CAUSES REAL DAMAGE. 

And Nero had not yet met a man who was ready 

TO POINT OUT A CHIP WITH CARTRIDGES, YOU JUST HAVE 
TO LOOK AT THE BARREL. AND BULLETS ARE ALIKE. 
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“Well what do you take me for?!’’ - Nico was 

INDIGNANT, PUT THE DRUM INTO PLACE, TURNED IT 
AROUND, PUT IT ON AND GAVE IT TO THE OWNER, 
HOLDING IT BY THE BARREL. NERO TOOK HIS GUN, WHILE 
SHRUGGING HIS SHOULDERS. 


Nero had encountered strange types before, like 
Agnus, and Nero was always lost, not knowing 

HOW TO BEHAVE WITH THEM. Of COURSE, HE WAS NOT 
ONE OF THE NICEST BOYS, BUT THOSE WHO LOOKED 
AFTER HIM THROUGH LIFE WERE DECENT AND HONEST 
PEOPLE, AND THEY BROUGHT HIM UP IN THE SAME SPIRIT. 

This also applies to foster parents, who saw him 

AS HIS OWN SON, AND CREDO, WHO CONSIDERED HIM 
ALMOST A BROTHER, AND KYRIE - LOVED NERO. 

- My grandmother made simple guns, but they had 

A SPECIAL GRACE. I ESPECIALLY REMEMBER HER LAST 
PAIR OF PISTOLS. BUT IN GENERAL, I SAW THEM ONLY IN 
THE PICTURES” NlKO CHATTERED INCONSISTENTLY, NOT 
REALLY NOTICING WHETHER NERO WAS LISTENING TO 


HER OR NOT. 
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C£ Wow …” Nero muttered without interest, but 

THIS DID NOT BOTHER THE GIRL ： 

- Their name is just a class! Ebony and Ivory - 
Classic pistols. Named after the flowers ： Ebony - 
black, Ivory - ivory. - One black, the second white. 

A REAL WORK OF ART! 

Nero frowned, and Nico again did not notice 

THIS. 

- The idea is a little different, but it looks like 
yours. One bullet flew quickly, while the second 

WAS HIT POWERFULLY. If SUCH A TRICK WAS LAID IN THE 
GUNS, THEY WERE PROBABLY MADE TO SHOOT DEMONS. 

About who ordered this couple, I learned much 

LATER. He SEEMS TO STILL BE HUNTING DEMONS. And 
HIS NAME WAS ... - NlKO CHATTED ALL OVER UNTIL NERO 
INTERRUPTED HER ： 


- Dante. 
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-Yes! So! - Nico joyfully pointed to Nero. “Do you 

KNOW HIM TOO?” WELL-KNOWN TYPE, I GUESS. I JUST 
RECENTLY LEARNED ABOUT ALL EVIL SPIRITS AND 
ALMOST NEVER MET LOCAL CELEBRITIES ...” SHE ADDED, 
LOOKING AT NERO’S FACE. 

And he didn’t even know how to answer better. 
The situation itself simply did not fit in his head. 

Nico is the daughter of Agnus. Grandma Nico is 

THE MASTER OF FIREARMS, WHO CREATED THE GUNS OF 

Dante. And now Nero is tied up with Nico. What 

NONSENSE? 

- Come on?! - Nero said, trying to redirect her 

FROM THE QUESTION. 

- Do YOU WANT TO ANSWER THE QUESTION? I’M TRYING 
TO FIND OUT WHAT KIND OF DUDE WEARS MY 
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GRANDMOTHER’S MASTERPIECE. He IS NOT A MORON 
RIGHT? 

Trying to gather his thoughts, Nero ran a hand 

THROUGH HIS HAIR. 

- Yes, you wait ... My head will explode now. 

For Nero, Dante is some kind of patron. And so it 
is ： He found out about the intentions of the 
Order, rushed to Fortuna, saved Nero from 
trouble ... Well, he also killed Agnus along the 

WAY, YES. 

And now the daughter of that same Agnus is 

STANDING IN FRONT OF NERO. SHE ALSO ASKS ABOUT 
HER DADDY’S KILLER. 

- And how can I explain everything, eh? Well, 

WHAT A SETUP! - COMPLAINED NERO. 

Looking at him, Nico raised her eyebrows in 


SURPRISE. 
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CHkPTER U : DkNTE 


The path to the place where the infernal guest 

NAMED BALROG SETTLED DOWN HAS ALREADY BEEN 
BLOCKED BY DEMONS. OBVIOUSLY, EVERY LITTLE THING 
THAT CRAWLED OUT OF THE GAP WITH IT. 

- Bah, the familiar monkey faces! Muttered Dante, 

TAKING OUT HIS FAVORITE GUNS - EBONY AND IVORY. 

They knew how to perfectly shoot the enemies 

WITH HOT LEAD AND FOR HELL KNOWS HOW MANY YEARS 
HAVE BECOME INDISPENSABLE FOR DANTE’S PARTNERS, 
WHOM HE TRUSTED MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE. - Go BACK 

to the Hell! Nothing to do here! He said, and 

PULLED DOWN TWO TRIGGERS AT ONCE. 

Ebony and Ivory - Nell Goldstein's latest 

MASTERPIECE. EVEN IF YOU GO AROUND THE WHOLE 
WORLD, YOU WON’T FIND ANOTHER SUCH PAIR OF GUNS. 

For speed - for sure. And the minigun will ride 


AROUND. 
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Under a hail of bullets, the demons flew to pieces 

AND TURNED TO DUST. Of COURSE, THE REBEL WAS STILL 
PROTECTING DANTE’S BACK, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF SUCH 
A RIFFRAFF, YOU SHOULD NOT TOUCH HIM. 

“Incredible, as always/ 5 someone praised the 
pistols. Dante heard a voice just when he mowed 

DOWN A HORDE OF DEMONS AND NEARLY RETURNED HIS 
PISTOLS TO THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE. THE VOICE WAS 
FEMININE, AND THEY SPOKE WITH A STRONG FRENCH 
ACCENT, FANCIFULLY COMPOSING THE WORDS. YOU 
RECOGNIZE THIS MANNER IMMEDIATELY. 

U H0W MANY YEARS, HOW MANY WINTERS, LUCIA,” HE 
TURNED, GREETING THE OLD ACQUAINTANCE OF DANTE. 

And he was not mistaken. It was indeed she ： red- 
haired, DARK-SKINNED LUCIA. 

££ And that’s right, we have not seen each other 

FOR A LONG TIME.” 
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Dante squinted and ran his fingers along his 

CHIN. 

Lucia looked away from Dante’s face and looked 

UP AT THE SKY. 

a ONLY I HAVE NOT CHANGED ... I HAVE SUCH AN 
ETERNITY，” SHE REMARKED WITH EXTRAORDINARY 
SERIOUSNESS. 

Dante stopped grinning and shrugged. 

- So this is awesome! Any woman wants to be 

FOREVER YOUNG - SAID DANTE. 

From their first meeting, Lucia has not changed a 
bit. And Dante knew why ： Lucia is not a human. 

She is a homunculus - a man-made demon created 

BY THE OuROBOROS COMPANY, WHICH TRIED TO CALL A 
STRONG DEMON ON THE ISLAND OF DUMARY. BUT THE 
HOMUNCULUS DID NOT LIVE UP TO THE EXPECTATIONS 
OF THE OWNERS, AND THEN THEY GOT RID OF HER. In 
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THE END, THE GIRL WAS PICKED UP BY MATIER，WHO 
LIVED HERE, WHO RAISED LUCIA AS HER OWN DAUGHTER. 

Dante heard this story from the girl herself. 

Lucia looked at Dante again, this time with a 

DISTANT LOOK. AND DANTE TURNED TO HER AND, 
GRINNING, SAID ： 

- By THE WAY, I NOTICED THAT THE GRANDMOTHER 
ALSO HAS NOT CHANGED. It WAS THEN THAT I WAS 
REALLY SCARED. IT EVEN SEEMED FORA MOMENT THAT I 
WAS MISTAKEN BY THE SHIP AND WENT TO HEAVEN. 

Lucia finally smiled, albeit very restrained. 

''She's too old. She barely even eats anymore’’she 

OBJECTED, AND, STEPPING FORWARD, SHE EXTENDED HER 
RIGHT HAND. ''THANKS FOR COMING, DANTE.” 

Grasping her fingers, Dante bowed his head 


SLIGHTLY. 
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£C I HEARD YOU WERE AGAINST MY ARRIVAL.” 

“True ，I am the keeper of the island. When 

SOMETHING HAPPENS HERE, DEALING WITH THIS IS MY 

duty” Lucia replied. - But the Balrog is strong ... 
It will be difficult forme alone. And we’ll deal 

QUICKLY WITH YOU AROUND. 

Having caught the hint that they could have 

DONE WITHOUT HIM, DANTE GRINNED ： IT SEEMS THAT 

Lucia became a little more confident in herself. 

- I WILL HELP WITH ALL I CAN, OKAY? LET’S GO - He 
SUGGESTED, AND MOVED FORWARD. 

Lucia quickly caught with him. How much time 

HAS PASSED SINCE THEY WALKED LIKE THIS, SHOULDER 
TO SHOULDER? Just LOOK AT THEM NOW - LIKE LONG¬ 
TIME PARTNERS, READY TO COVER EACH OTHER’S BACK. 

And no demons are an obstacle to them. 
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A SHOWER OF BULLETS - AND ALL OF DANTE’S PISTOLS - 
INSTANTLY CLEARED THEIR WAY, AND THOSE 
UNFORTUNATE PEOPLE WHO MANAGED TO SURVIVE WERE 
OVERTAKEN BY LUCIA^ DAGGERS. 


It got to the point that at the sight of this 

COUPLE THE DEMONS SCATTERED WHERE AND WHERE. 

More precisely, they fled under the wing to the 
Balrog. 

- Here he is! Lucia nodded, pointing forward. 

There, shrouded in bright flame, Balrog rose. 

Sensing that they had come for him, he turned to 
Dante and Lucia, but was not in a hurry to 

ATTACK. 


- But I was hoping fora challenge ... Did we get a 

SHY THING HERE? - SNAPPED DANTE, STEPPING 


FORWARD. 
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The Balrog immediately responded to this 
causticity. His voice was stifled, like all demons. 

- Have you finally arrived? 


Lucia frowned. 

cc Have you been waiting for us?” 

- Waited. Sooner or later, someone would come. 
To end me” Balrog explained, and moved on 
towards Dante. The earth shook. 

Lucia bent her knees a bit, getting ready for an 

ATTACK, BUT DANTE DIDN’T EVEN MOVE - HE STOOD, 
STRAIGHTENING UP TO HIS FULL HEIGHT, AND LOOKED 

at Balrog. 

And he felt ： something familiar, even very dear, 


WAS NEARBY. 
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The Balrog slowly approached them. Step by step. 

a I HAVE BEEN ACCUMULATING STRENGTH FOR SO MUCH 
TIME, GAINING STRENGTH IN ORDER TO ONE DAY DEFEAT 

Argo sax, but he disappeared and there is no one 

TO BRUSH OFF WITH,” THE DEMON GROWLED AND RAISED 

a huge paw. - That's just me, mired in boredom, 

COMING ACROSS ONE POWERFUL LITTLE THING. 

Dante squinted, trying to make out what this 

SHINING ‘‘THING’’ WAS IN THE DEMON'S PAW ； BUT HE 
HAD SENSED IT BEFORE. AND I REALIZED WHAT EXACTLY 

helped Balrog to get into the world of people. 

cc Yamato?” muttered Dante. 

Lucia gave him a blank look. 

YaMATO - THE SWORD OF VERGIL, INHERITED FROM 

Sparda. Even a fragment, which there are plenty 
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OF IN THE DEMONS WORLD, IS ENOUGH TO MAKE A GAP IN 
THE WORLD OF PEOPLE. So BALROG CAME TO BE HERE. 

Dante knew firsthand how this happens, because 

HE HIMSELF FOUND THE SAME FRAGMENT AND FLED 
FROM HELL. 

If you think so, everything suddenly makes sense ： 
a Yamato fragment accidentally made a gap, 
Dante used it and got out of hell, and with it the 

ILL-FATED FRAGMENT FELL INTO THE WORLD OF PEOPLE. 

Like this, some organization was engaged in 

COLLECTING FRAGMENTS OF YAMATO FRAGMENTS - THE 

Order of the Sword. The very idea of the 

EXISTENCE OF A DEVILISH SWORD INFLAMED THE MINDS 
OF THE ENTIRE TOP OF THE ORDER, AND THEY, IN TURN, 
MADE A MESS IN FORTUNA. 


- Here's an ambush. But how many of you to stop 
it? - Balrog spoke to Dante and prepared for 
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BATTLE. ''HAVE TO NAIL HIM. HERE IS A DANGEROUS 
BASTARD!” SAYS DANTE. 

Without taking his flaming eyes from Dante, 

BaLROG ARCHED AND ROARED - A WHIRLWIND RAISED 
THE FLOORS OF DANTE’S CLOAK, BUT HE DIDN’T RAISE AN 
EYEBROW, ALTHOUGH THE AIR SHOOK FROM THE 
HEARTBREAKING HOWL. DANTE ONLY GLANCED AT THE 
ENEMY, STILL HOLDING HIS SWORD TIGHTLY IN HIS 
HAND. 

- Lucia ... Wait on the sidelines. It seems that this 

IS A WORK FOR ME” DANTE ASKED HIS COMPANION, AND 
BEFORE SHE ANSWERED, RUSHED TO BALROG WITH HIS 
SWORD. 

The flames that covered the demon soared to the 

SKY. 

Dante’s Rebellion sword and Balrog’s fist 

CLASHED, AND A POWERFUL SHOCK WAVE SHOOK THE 


HOT AIR. 


NlCO NEVER CONSIDERED PEOPLE BEAUTIFUL. SHE FINDS 
GUNS, SWORDS AND OTHER WEAPONRY BEAUTIFUL, BUT 
NEVER PEOPLE. YET WHEN SHE SAW KYRIE IN FRONT OF 
HER, SHE FOUND HER BEAUTIFUL - SOMETHING THAT IS 
RARE FOR HER. 

C£ Do WE HAVE A FREE ROOM? WELL, I THOUGHT, MAYBE 
SHE COULD STAY WITH US FORA BIT?” - NERO 
SUGGESTED TO KYRIE, WITH A GUILTY LOOK. ‘‘NOT IF 
YOU ARE AGAINST IT THOUGH, THEN THERE ARE NO 
QUESTIONS. I DO NOT OWE HER ANYTHING” HE ADDED. 

Kyrie SLOWLY TURNED HER GAZE TO NlCO, AND NlCO 
SUDDENLY THOUGHT THAT KYRIE WAS A BIT LIKE 
Alyssa, THE LONG-DEAD MOTHER OF NlCO. 

CC MaY I CALL YOU NlCO?” - KYRIE ASKED THE GUEST. 


NlCO NODDED. 
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C£ Yeah, whatever you want to call ： Nico, 
Nicoletta, a bitch” Nico answered and winced 
painfully. Looking down, she saw who exactly 

PRESSED THE BOOT INTO HER FOOT ： Nero! “HEY YOU! 
SHE CRIED OUT AND JUMPED OUT OF THE CHAIR. NERO 
IMMEDIATELY GAVE HER A POKE IN THE NOSE AND 
LOOKED AT HER ANGRILY. 

CC Do NOT SWEAR IN FRONT OF KyRIE.” 

Nico frowned. If someone else had told her that, 

SHE WOULD NOT HAVE RAISED AN EYEBROW, BUT AT 
LEAST IT WAS STRANGE TO HEAR SUCH A THING FROM 

Nero. During their brief acquaintance, she had 

ALREADY LEARNED ： NERO IS FAR FROM A NICE-BOY. 

- But you swear yourself? 

Nero quietly clicked his tongue - so Kyrie would 


NOT HEAR. 


-BUT 
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NlCO LOOKED AT NERO, THEN AT KyRIE, THEN AGAIN AT 

Nero, and then at Kyrie ... And then it dawned on 
her ： Kyrie for Nero is the most important person 

IN THE WORLD. WITHOUT ANY DOUBT. 

- Oh, for sure! Sorry! This is from my father” Nico 

BLURTED OUT, LAUGHING OUT OF BREATH, TO WHICH 

Nero sighed wearily. 

Kyrie looked at them with care, as if watching 

SOME CHILDREN. 

It turned out that her father, Agnus, left a 

BUNCH OF USEFUL THINGS, SO JNllCO DECIDED TO 
TEMPORARILY TURN OVER IN FORTUNA BECAUSE OF 

Nero. Of course, it would be great to take piles 

OF DOCUMENTS WITH HER, BUT NERO WILL NOT ALLOW 
IT, TO BE SURE OF DANGER. 
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NlCO WAS EVEN READY TO SPEND THE NIGHT IN THE 
POURING RAIN, BUT NERO FELT THAT HER IMPUDENCE 
WOULD HAVE A DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE 
INHABITANTS OF THE CITY, IN HONOR OF WHICH HE 
DECIDED THAT HE AND HIS BELOVED KYRIE SHOULD LET 
HER LIVE WITH THEM FORA WHILE. AND HERE THEY ARE 
AND SEEKING KYRIE’S CONSENT. 

- Fm not against it. Let's have dinner together? I 

ALWAYS COOK EXTRASAID KYRIE, AND JNllCO’S CHEEKS 
WENT LIMP FROM HER WORDS. 

Beautiful woman has a beautiful voice. For Nico 

THIS ONLY APPLIES TO GUNS, SWORDS, AND NOW, THIS 
WOMAN. 

“Thank you, Kyrie, you saved me! If something 

BREAKS IN YOU, JUST SAY - I’LL FIX IT IN FIVE MINUTES” 
NlCO SUGGESTED AS POLITELY AS POSSIBLE, TRYING NOT 
TO HIT HER FACE IN THE DIRT. 


Kyrie SMILED AND LOOKED AT THE WALL CLOCK. 


Page |86 


c ‘It’s time to make dinner.” What do you prefer, 
Nico? She asked. 

NlCO SHOOK HER HEAD. 

- I’LL EVEN EAT THE TIRE FROM YOU. 

Kyrie giggled, got up and left the room. 

-Well ... 

Nero hung wearily over his head. 

- SO BEAUTIFUL. AND YOU ARE NOT WORTHY OF HER! - 
SAID NlCO, BUT DID NOT MEET OBJECTIONS. 

C£ I agree ...” Nero answered, raised his head and 

POINTED A FINGER AT NlCO “And DO NOT SAY THAT YOU 
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ARE THE DAUGHTER OF AGNUS. KyRIE SUFFERED 
BECAUSE OF HIM IN DUE TIME.” 

- I REALIZED, STOP POINTING A FINGER AT ME! - SHE HIT 

Nero on the arm, pulled out a pack of cigarettes, 

AND THEN THE PACK WAS TAKEN FROM HER. 

- We don’t smoke. Smoke on the street! 

- Hey, give me a smoke in the garage! I can’t work 

WITHOUT A SMOKE! YOU’LL THANK YOURSELF LATER! 

Nero shrugged, as if agreeing. 

- Don’t worry, I won’t smoke in front of the 

LITTLE ONES. I STILL NEED A ROOF OVER MY HEAD” NlCO 
REASSURED HIM. 

Moreover, she could no longer take and refuse 

THE RECORDS OF AGNUS. 
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In the morning, Nero sensed that if she wanted to 

SURPASS HER GRANDMOTHER-GUNSMITH NELL 

Goldstein, whom she respected immensely, then 

SHE, NlCO, WOULD COME IN HANDY. 


NlCO ONCE DREAMED OF MAKING GUNS, AS HER 
GRANDMOTHER DID. WHILE NlCO WAS BUILDING UP HER 
EXPERIENCE AND SKILL, THE IDEA CAME TO HER MORE 
AND MORE OFTEN THAT, BEING ENGAGED IN GUNS ALONE, 
YOU COULD NOT SURPASS THE EMINENT RELATIVE. 

But what was left to do? 

Find another way. 

And then Nico remembered a ticklish little 

BUSINESS MAN IN FORTUNA. 


Her MOTHER, ONCE IN HER CHILDHOOD TOLD NlCO 
ABOUT THE HOMELAND OF AGNUS - THE CITY OF 

Fortune. And then the mention of this little 
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TOWN APPEARED ON THE PAGES OF THE OCCULT TlMES - 
NlCO’S FAVORITE MAGAZINE. 

’’Maybe there is something in this ... If you take 

THE POWER OF EXTRATERRESTRIAL BEINGS AND USE IT 
TO CREATE WEAPONS ... MAYBE I’LL SURPASS GRANNY 
SHE THOUGHT THEN AND BEGAN TO EAGERLY COLLECT 
ALL GRAINS OF INFORMATION ABOUT FORTUNA，DEMONS 
AND ABOUT HOW THE SHE WOULD APPLY THIS 
KNOWLEDGE. NlCO's OBSESSION HAS BORNE FRUIT, 
BECAUSE NOW SHE IS HERE. 

c ‘It WAS NOT NECESSARY TO LET YOU OUT OF THE 

doorway ，” Nero muttered, looking at the ceiling, 

TURNING TO NlCO, BUT THAT ONE HAD ALREADY 
CAUGHT A TRACE - MOVED TO THE DOOR TO SMOKE. 

C£ But you still need my little things ... right?” She 

RECALLED, STOPPING HALFWAY, AND NERO NEITHER 
AGREED NOR DENIED. AND NlCO TOOK HIS SILENCE FOR 
CONSENT. - So WHAT'S THE PROBLEM? YOU TO ME, I TO 
YOU - THIS IS HOW BUSINESS WORKS. I WANT TO BECOME 
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A REAL MASTER, YOU ARE TO GET WEAPONS FOR DEMON 
SMASHING. 

C£ That’s right ，” Nero nodded this time. cc But you 

DO KNOW I ALMOST KILLED YOUR FATHER?” 

Then JNico remembered the conversation that 

HAPPENED BETWEEN THEM IN THE CASTLE. IT TURNED 
OUT THAT HER FATHER, AGNUS，WAS KILLED BY A MAN 

named Dante. 

The same Dante, for the sake of which granny 
Nell Goldstein made the last masterpiece. The 

DREAMER NlCO COULD NOT EVEN THINK OF SUCH A 

thing! 

In general, Nico did not have any warm feelings 
for Agnus. 


She was two or three years old when he 

ABANDONED HIS MOTHER, SO NlCO HAD NO MEMORIES 
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OF HIM AT ALL. AND SHE TOLD ABOUT DAD ONLY TO 

prove to Nero ： hey, man, and I’m not such a 

STRANGER TO FORTUNA. 

- Do YOU HAVE A HOBBY - TO WAVE YOUR FISTS AFTER A 

fight? - Squeezing through the teeth with which 

SHE SQUEEZED AN UNLIT CIGARETTE, ASKED NlKO WITH 
A SMILE. a BY THE WAY, DO YOU HAVE A CELL HERE?” I 
NEED TO WARN SOMEONE，” SHE ASKED NEXT. 

Nero looked at her in surprise. 

- Call? To whom? 

- To THE FATHER. To SEND THE SUITCASE” NlCO SAID, 
BUT IMMEDIATELY ADDED: “ Ah, DON’T BE AFRAID, THIS 

is not Agnus. ’， I will call my current father. We 

ARE NOT BLOOD RELATIVES. 

Nero listened to her explanation with his mouth 

OPEN, UNABLE TO ANSWER ANYTHING. 


CHAPTER 6 : LUCIk 
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When they say "demons”，they mean many kinds of 

ALL EVIL SPIRITS. 

There are skillful sorcerers, masters of disguise, 

AND ALMOST IMMORTAL REPTILES, AND A POISONOUS 
SPECIMEN CAN ALSO BE FOUND - IN SHORT, THE VARIETY 

is amazing. Demons also differ in character. Just 

LIKE PEOPLE. 

But if you describe all at once, then the demons 

ARE UNUSUALLY INGENIOUS. THEY CONSIDER PEOPLE 
EITHER FOOD OR GARBAGE ON THE ROAD. 

That’s what Lucia knew about the demons. 

However, while she watched the battle between 
Dante and Balrog, the idea came to her that the 

ENORMOUS DEMON UNEXPECTEDLY LACKED MILITARY 
DIGNITY ： HE DID NOT EXCHANGE FOR TRICKS AND JUMPS, 
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BUT HE PENNED THE ENEMY IN THE FOREHEAD, TRYING 
TO CRUSH HIS PAW OR BURN WITH A FIERY FLASH. 

- Great, just great! I never dreamed of meeting 

SOMEONE LIKE YOU, AND EVEN AS SOON AS I ARRIVED! - 
Balrog GROWLED RATHER, AND WITHOUT A DROP OF 
DOUBT OR ANGER HE STEPPED ON DANTE, WHILE HE 
DODGED, JUMPING FROM SIDE TO SIDE. 

- Yes, go to hell with your compliments! 

Muttered Dante, grinning, and raised the 
Rebellion. So far, Dante, experiencing one after 

ANOTHER WAVES OF ATTACKS, BREATHED MEASUREDLY, 
BUT MOVED EASILY. 

U l REALLY DON’T HAVE TO INTERFERE，” LUCIA REALIZED, 
AND CLENCHED HER FIST TIGHTLY. 

Since Lucia met Dante, she only did what she 

IMPROVED HER SKILLS. To NEVER AGAIN DEPEND ON THIS 
PERSON. In order to protect the island of Dumary 
ON HER OWN, SHE WAS APPOINTED KEEPER. LUCIA 
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BELIEVED THAT SHE WOULD ACHIEVE HER AND SO REPAY 
GOOD MATIER，WHO DID NOT SPARE THE STRENGTH TO 
GROW HER. 

But once Lucia saw how Balrog and Dante fight, 

AND SHE FELT TERRIBLE POWERLESSNESS, BECAUSE SHE 
UNDERSTOOD ： DANTE IS SEVERAL TIMES STRONGER 
THAN HER. 

“What did he have to go through to get such 
power? Oris it the legacy of Sparda’s blood?” 

C£ Well then, hold on! roared the Balrog, 

SCANNING THE FIERY FIGURE OF DANTE WITH A FIERY 
LOOK, AND LEANED FORWARD SHARPLY. 

Lucia heard a strange crack in the air. 


“What was he up to?"” she muttered, ready for 


ANY TRICK. 


Page |95 


She looked at Dante, trying to mentally warn 

HIM, BUT HE JUST WATCHED THE ENEMY AND SEEMED 
NOT TO NOTICE HIS WORDS. 

- Man, I ALMOST THOUGHT this’d be a challenge! 

- I’LL RIP YOUR TONGUE OUT! BEHOLD! 

With these words, the Balrog arched back, and 

THE FLAME THAT COVERED HIS BODY FLARED UP EVEN 
BRIGHTER AND STRONGER. RANDOM SPARKS AND CLOTS 
FROM HIM DEVOURED TREES, DILAPIDATED HOUSES IN 
THE VICINITY - AND IN AN INSTANT EVERYTHING TURNED 
INTO A SEA OF FIRE. 

But Dante did not even raise an eyebrow. 

C£ Do YOU HAVE MASS PYROMANIA THERE?” EVERYWHERE 
I TRAMPLE, I’LL MEET SOME CREATURE, READY TO 
THROW FIRE! - WAVING OFF THE SPARKS, HE SNAPPED. 
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- We have many who control the fire. But do not 


EVEN DARE TO PUT ME ON A PAR WITH THESE 
WEAKLINGS! - ANSWERED THE BALROG AND THREW UP A 
GIANT FIST. ''YOU THINK YOU CAN WARD OFF MY HOT 
FIST ?! ?， 
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As SOON as Balrog stomped on the ground, he 

IMMEDIATELY AGAIN THREW HIS CLAW OVER HIS HEAD - 
WHAT A MONSTROUS SPEED! 

- Die! Growled the demon and brought down all 

POWER RIGHT ON DANTE. 

The dust rose from the blow and covered the 

ENEMY’S FIGURES IN A CLOUD - LUCIA COULD NOT SEE 
ANYTHING. 

- Dante?! - escaped from her 

When the dust calmed down a little, a strange 

PICTURE APPEARED IN FRONT OF LUCIA ： THE DEMONIC 
FIST, WHICH WAS TO SMEAR DANTE，FROZE A FEW 
CENTIMETERS FROM HIM. AND THEN, LOOKING CLOSELY, 

Lucia noticed ： Dante and Balrog seemed to be 

SEPARATED BY AN INVISIBLE WALL. 


- Oh you!.. 
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The Balrog burned Dante's gaze, and he himself 

PRESSED A GIANT FIST AGAINST AN INVISIBLE WALL. The 
MAN IN FRONT OF HIM WAS HOLDING ARMS FROM 
WHEREVER HE CAME FROM - THREE METAL CLAWS ON 
CHAINS ATTACHED TO THE RING. 

- Already itched fora long time to use it. I can’t 

STAND THE STEAM ROOM” SAID DANTE, AND THE WALL 
IN FRONT OF HIM FELL APART WITH A RINGING — SOME 
FRAGMENTS REACHED AS FAR AS LUCIA. SHE 
MECHANICALLY LEANED OVER AND PICKED UP ONE ： ICE 
GLITTERED IN HER HAND. 

- Hmm ...ice weapon?! How bizarre! 

The wall crumbled into fragments, and Balrog 

STAGGERED BACK, BUT THEN STRAIGHTENED UP AND 
CLENCHED HIS FIST AGAIN. In RESPONSE, DANTE 
SKILLFULLY TWISTED THE CHAINS, SPENT A COUPLE OF 
TIMES FROM SHOULDER TO SHOULDER AND STOOD IN 
SOME KIND OF UNPRECEDENTED STANCE, JUST LIKE THE 
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HERO OF A MOVIE ABOUT MARTIAL ARTS. That's JUST 
THE CHAINS ON THE RING BLEW FROST. 

Matier once told Lucia that a special weapon is 

ENCOUNTERED IN THE WORLD - THE PURE EMBODIMENT 
OF DEVILISH FORCES. AND THE GIRL IMMEDIATELY 
REALIZED ： IN FRONT OF HER IS JUST ONE OF THESE. 

- This form and this power... Did you subjugate 

ONE OF THE CERBERUS? - ASKED THE BALROG，TRYING TO 
GET AROUND DANTE AND GO FROM THE REAR. ''Do YOU 
THINK THE STRENGTH OF THOSE MONGRELS IS ENOUGH 
TO DEFEAT MY FLAME ?!’’ 

Then Lucia recalled her grandmother’s 

INSTRUCTIONS ： a AMONG THE DEVILISH WEAPONS (DEVIL 

Arms) there are special ones - they represent the 

DEMONS THEMSELVES, WHO TOOK THE FORM OF SWORDS, 
AXES AND EVERYTHING ELSE. If YOU WANT TO GET THIS, 
YOU HAVE TO CRUSH THE DEMON AND GAIN POWER OVER 
HIM. OR BECOME A FRIEND TO HIM ." 
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Dante smiled and jumped to the Balrog. Having 

FINISHED SOMERSAULT IN THE AIR, HE WHIPPED THE 
DEMON WITH CHAINS. 



Having taken the blow, Balrog threw his fist 

FORWARD, BUT MISSED - DANTE CONFIDENTLY FLEW 
THROUGH THE SKY, AS IF HE HAD SUDDENLY GROWN 

wings. The chains in his hand bent, moved, as if 

PREPARING TO BITE SOMEONE. 

And Lucia was inseparably watching either 
Balrog or Dante. 

And she remembered that she replied to her 

GRANDMOTHER WHEN SHE FINISHED TALKING ABOUT 
THE BRUTAL POWER OF THE DEVILISH WEAPON ： 


Page 1 101 


C£ DeVILISH WEAPONS? .. No, I DON’T NEED ANYTHING 
LIKE THAT. I DON’T WANT TO MESS WITH THE DEVILISH 
POWER. 

And the reason seemed to be simple ： Lucia’s 

INEXHAUSTIBLE HATRED OF DEMONS. AND SHE COULD 
NOT PART WITH HER, BECAUSE LUCIA HERSELF WAS A 
MAN-MADE DEMON. 

To THIS OBJECTION, MATIER TOLD HER ： 

C£ Listen carefully, Lucia. In the future, a demon 

MAY APPEAR IN OUR WORLD THAT CANNOT BE DEFEATED 
BY YOUR POWER ALONE. WHAT WILL YOU DO THEN? ANY 
BODY HAS ITS LIMITS, YOU CAN’T EXPAND THE 
BOUNDARIES WITH TRAINING. BUT IF YOU TAKE THE 
DEVIL’S WEAPON (DEVIL Arm), THEN YOU WILL FIGHT ON 
EQUAL TERMS EVEN WITH THE MOST POWERFUL 
DEMONS.” 


Page 1 102 


Lucia did not take her words seriously, because 

SHE HAD NEVER SEEN THESE MYSTERIOUS WEAPONS LIVE 
AND NEVER HOPED TO EVER SEE. 

And now, right in front of her eyes, Dante 

SMASHED BaLROG WITH ICY, EVIL CHAINS. 

C£ You ... don’t die!” Roared the Balrog, but only his 

FLAME WAS ALREADY EXTINGUISHED. 

c ‘Eh ...” Dante sighed in disappointment and 

CHARGED THE DEMON WITH ALL STRENGTH, AND THE 
RECOIL FROM THE BLOW CAME OUT STRONG, SO DANTE 
HAD TO LAND. - SHIT! 

The Balrog staggered, barely recovered from the 

BLOW, AND SENT A FLAMING FIST AFTER DANTE. 

a T 00 K YOU A LONG TIME，” DANTE SAID, TWISTING THE 
DIABOLICAL CHAINS OF CERBERUS, RUSHED FORWARD 
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AND, WITHOUT HESITATION, HE QUILTED THE DEMON’S 
FIST. 

There was an explosion. The Balrog’s fist had 

BEEN CRUSHED, BUT SO HAD CERBERUS ： LITTLE PIECES OF 

both. But Dante was not taken aback, but smiled 

CONFIDENTLY, AS IF HE KNEW AHEAD OF TIME THAT IT 
WOULD BE SO. 

C£ It’s EVEN HARD FOR ME TO SMASH THIS THING. I HAD 
TO GO FOR A DRAW.” 

Lucia did not immediately understand what 
Dante's words meant, but she took a closer look 

AND SAW THAT SOMETHING SHONE IN BALROG’S FIST. 

- What is it? She asked softly. 


And the next moment the little thing, squeezed 
in Balrog’s fist, scattered too. The fragments of 

THE LITTLE THING AND THE DEFEATED CERBERUS SHONE 
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IN UNISON, TURNED DUST AND MELTED, AS IF TO SAY ： WE 
HAVE FULFILLED OUR MISSION. 

- But how so? 


While the Balrog peered incredulously into the 
empty paw, Dante grabbed the sword that hung 

ON HIS BACK. 

- Well ... wanna continue? He asked and bent his 

KNEES A LITTLE. 

But the enemy was not ready to continue. 

C£ So YOU ... ARE YOU THE SON OF SPARDA?” - BALROG 
ASKED THE QUESTION. 


c ‘And WHAT IF YES?” 
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- I HEARD RUMORS ... ABOUT HOW YOU DEFEATED THE 
EMPEROR MUNDUS AND TOOK THE RULER OF ArGOSAX ... 
I DIDN’T KNOW THAT YOU WERE SO STRONG... 

The flame of Balrog，which was burning brightly 

UNTIL RECENTLY, WAS RAPIDLY DYING AWAY ： EITHER 
THE DEMON GOT TOO SICK TO FIGHT, OR THE FORCES 
HAD ALREADY RUN OUT. BUT LUCIA DECIDED THAT THE 
ENEMY SIMPLY DID NOT WANT TO FIGHT. 

- Come on, are you giving up? 

-Yes 

Dante looked at the demon in surprise. Lucia 

FROWNED - SHE OBVIOUSLY DID NOT EXPECT SUCH AN 
ANSWER. I DID NOT KNOW THAT DEMONS WERE 
GENERALLY ABLE TO ADMIT DEFEAT. 

- I CAN’T WIN - THE DIFFERENCE IN STRENGTH IS TOO 
GREAT. BUT NEVERTHELESS! .. - THE EXTINGUISHED 
FLAME FLASHED WITH RENEWED VIGOR. 
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- Dante! - shouted Lucia, guessing that he would 

NOW BE OVERTAKEN BY A DYING, BUT THEREFORE NO 
LESS POWERFUL ENEMY ATTACK, ONLY DANTE DID NOT 
MOVE HIS MUSCLE. 

The flame enveloped Balrog, swirling with 

UNPRECEDENTED POWER ... BUT THE BODY ... THE BODY 
OF THE BALROG FELL TO THE GROUND. 


- I WANT TO CONTINUE TO FIGHT! FlGHT WITH THE 

strong! The strongest! I will not die at your 

hand! - ROARED BALROG THE FLAME, WHILE HIS BODY 
TURNED INTO ASH. PICKING UP THE ASHES, THE FLAME 

rushed to Dante and enveloped him. ££ I will 

BECOME YOUR INSTRUMENT, SON OF SPARDA!” bSE ME! 
So I CAN CONTINUE TO FIGHT! I CAN SAVE STRENGTH IN 
ENDLESS BATTLES! And WHEN I GAIN ENOUGH POWER TO 
CRUSH YOU, WE WILL FIGHT AGAIN! 

And with these words, the flame that covered 
Dante from head to toe died out. In a panic, Lucia 
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RUSHED TO HER PARTNER, BUT STOPPED HALFWAY ： SHE 
SAW THAT THE DEMONIC FIRE DID NO HARM TO DANTE, 
BUT ON HIS ARMS AND LEGS ... SOME NEW ... FLAUNTING ... 
WEAPONS? 

-Well then! 

Looking at the demonic weapon, Dante sighed. 

C£ DaNTE, ARE YOU ALL RIGHT?” - ASKED LUCIA, QUIETLY 
APPROACHING A PARTNER - HE ONLY SHRUGGED. 

- As you see... - Dante said. 

- No problem. Not a single one” Balrog said 

SUDDENLY. 

Dante glanced at the weapon on his right and 


WARNED ： 
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-If you want me to carry you with me, sit on your 

HAND STRAIGHT AND KEEP QUIET. YOUR CHATTER 
INFURIATES ME, - HE TAMED THE DEMON, AS IF HE WAS 
GOING TO TRAIN A PET. 


Lucia could not resist and smiled, although her 

SMILE TURNED OUT TO BE RESTRAINED. BUT DANTE 
STILL DID NOT SEE HER - HE LOOKED EXPECTANTLY AT 
HIS HAND, TRYING TO UNDERSTAND WHETHER BALROG 
WOULD FULFILL THE ORDER OR NOT. AND BALROG WAS 
SILENT. 

c ‘That’s fine ，” Dante told his weapon, turned 

AROUND AND HEADED BACK. HOME. 

Looking at his receding back, Lucia felt such a 

LONGING ... 

CC ThAT's WHY I DIDN’T WANT YOU TO COME ...” 
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When Matier announced that she would call 
Dante, Lucia protested. After all, a new meeting 

PROMISED A NEW PARTING, BUT THIS IS SOMEHOW TOO 
MUCH. 


But Lucia understood that her feelings were 

ANOTHER REASON MATIER WOULD CALL DANTE. The 
OLD WOMAN SEES THROUGH HER AND KNOWS HOW 
DESPERATE LUCIA HAS BEEN LOOKING FOR THIS MAN FOR 
MANY YEARS. 

££ Forever Matier breaks in …” Lucia muttered 
after Dante. 

- How else? — Dante said carelessly over his 

SHOULDER. a YES, YOU ARE NOT BLOOD RELATED, BUT 
YOU HAVE A GOOD MOTHER.” 

U l WONDER HOW MUCH DANTE KNOWS? DlD HE 
UNDERSTAND MY FEELINGS, THE PLAN OF MATIER, WHEN 
HE WAS GOING TO COME? Or SIMPLY SHOWED UP ON THE 
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ISLAND TO DO HIS JOB? LUCIA WENT DEEP INTO HER 
THOUGHTS UNTIL DANTE BROUGHT HER TO HER SENSES ： 

- Lucia!" 

- What? She answered and seemed to freeze. 

“Noticed what Balrog had?” - Dante spoke about 

WORK IN SPITE OF THE GIRL’S EXPECTATIONS. 

Lucia smiled. 

- 1 noticed. What was it? 

-A FRAGMENT OF A DEMONIC WEAPON (YAMATo) THAT 
CAN CUT THE BORDER BETWEEN THE WORLDS OF 
DEMONS AND PEOPLE. FROM SUCH A HOLE, THE DEMONS 
TUMBLED DOWN. BUT I BROKE THIS FRAGMENT, EVEN IF I 
HAD TO SACRIFICE MY WEAPONS. WELL, THEN 
EVERYTHING WILL BE FINE. It’S JUST THAT A CHANCE 
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CAN HAPPEN AGAIN，” DANTE STOPPED AND TURNED HIS 

head to Lucia, C£ nd if anything, then call me. ’’ 

Lucia did not begin to ask him what he had in 

MIND, BUT ONLY NODDED, FOR SHE MANAGED TO 
UNDERSTAND ： THE FRAGMENT OF THAT DEVILISH 
WEAPON HAS SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR DANTE. But 
YOU WON’T TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS NEW KNOWLEDGE 

- Dante clearly told Lucia to just call him. 

“Listen, Dante, I have long been tormented by one 
thought ...” Lucia tried to say at least something 

OF WHAT SHE WAS THINKING. And AGAIN THE WORDS 

hit Dante's back. £C you are ... a cruel man.” 

Dante opened his eyes with undisguised surprise. 

NO, CASES SUCH AS THE APPEARANCE OF THE BALROG 
SHOULD NOT BE REPEATED. BUT LUCIA THOUGHT IT WAS 
A SINFUL AFFAIR ： LET THEM REPEAT, IF SO, YOU CAN LURE 

Dante to the island. 


Page 丨 112 


c ‘It would be time to improve before it was too 
late ，” Lucia said out, bypassing Dante, who was 

STILL MAKING A FOOL OF HIMSELF. - ‘‘LET’S SAY 
GOODBYE” 

- Yeah. Look, don’t catch a cold, Lucia. 

And Lucia, without turning around, with a quick 

STEP LEFT, BECAUSE SHE KNEW ： JUST TURN AROUND, 

look at Dante, and it will become very hard on 

THE HEART. And SHE CANNOT TURN AROUND - AFTER 

all, the Keeper of the island, who once and for 

ALL DECIDED TO DEVOTE HER LIFE TO THIS CAUSE. 

cc Goodbye ， Dante ，” Lucia said mentally, and only 

THE WIND ANSWERED HER, TEARING HER SCARLET HAIR. 


CHAPTER 7: INTERLUDE 
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It was a deep night. Already everywhere the light 

WENT OUT IN THE WINDOWS, AND ONLY IN A SECLUDED 
CORNER ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITY THE SIGN OF A 

gun shop - Rock’s Guns Sc Ammo, burned brightly. 

No, THE STORE WAS CLOSED FOR A LONG TIME AT NIGHT, 
BUT THE SIGN GLOWED WITH NEON FOR A COMPLETELY 
STUPID REASON - THEY FORGOT TO TURN IT OFF. And 
ALL BECAUSE THE OWNER CALLED THE BELOVED 
DAUGHTER. RlGHT AT THE END OF THE DAY. 

cc ." so what's next? Spread it out already, the call 

IS INTERNATIONAL! - ROCK GOLDSTEIN, THE OWNER OF 
THE SHOP, THUNDERED IN THE WORKSHOP. 

Rock was no longer young ： a pale puffy face, 

MOTTLED WITH WRINKLES ； GRAY HAIR ... He HIMSELF 
SMILED FAINTLY, THEN FROWNED AND RUFFLED HIS 
ALREADY DISHEVELED HAIR ： HE WAS GLAD THAT HIS 
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DAUGHTER HAD CALLED, EVEN THOUGH HE HAD NOT 
STINTED AT A STRONG WORD. 

- Mm? That thing with the Occult Times? In this 
lousy ... - Rock almost finished saying, but he was 

SHUT UP BY THE INDIGNANT SHOUT OF A LITTLE 
DAUGHTER. - 〇 KAY ... I UNDERSTAND ... I WILL SEND, I 
WILL SEND, DO NOT SCREAM... CALL YOU LATER 

After hanging up, Rock smoothed his hair with 

HIS FINGERS AND EXPOSED THE RIGHT CHEEKBONE, AND 
WITH IT THE BLACK BANDAGE. He HID A PRACTICALLY 
BLIND EYE - THIS HAPPENED TO ROCK WHEN HE WAS A 
LITTLE KID. 

- Well, what can I do” He muttered and went to 

THE SECOND FLOOR, WHERE NlCOLETTA’S ROOM WAS. 

From each step the steps creaked 

HEARTBREAKINGLY, AND THIS SOUND EVOKED MEMORIES 

of Rock Goldstein. He painted pictures of his past 


LIFE. 
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That day he climbed the stairs in the same way. 

Rock Goldstein saw his mother, Nell Goldstein, 

FOR THE LAST TIME THAT DAY. (FLASHBACK) 

Rock was born into the family of rich Roy 
Martin and gunsmith Nell Goldstein. Rock did 

NOT KNOW HOW HIS PARENTS MET, BUT HE GUESSED ： HIS 
FATHER ALWAYS LOVED HUNTING, AND IT SEEMS THAT IT 
WAS THIS LOVE THAT BROUGHT HIM TO NELL - THERE IS 
NOTHING TO BE SURPRISED AT. 

And it is not surprising that Rock adored guns 

FROM A SNOTTY CHILDHOOD. LlKE HIS MOTHER, SHE 
STUCK WITH HER SOUL, BECAUSE SHE WAS ALWAYS AT 
HOME, WHICH CANNOT BE SAID ABOUT HER FATHER. 

Rock learned to shoot as early as five years old. 
Of course, under the strict guidance of the 
mother. Nell did not allow her son to touch her 


Page i lie 


GOODS UNATTENDED AND DIDN’T LET HER INTO THE 
WORKSHOP JUST LIKE THAT. 

But once the Rock violated this ban, for which 

HE PAID CRUELLY ： HE FOREVER LOST HIS MOTHER. 

When Rock was seven, he made his way to the 

WORKSHOP WHILE HIS MOTHER WAS NOT AT HOME. So 

what? Who didn’t happen to! Boys are always 

LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE. 

And since he climbed up without demand, the 

WORKSHOP SEEMED TO ROCK NOT LIKE IT WAS BEFORE, 
MYSTERIOUS, UNKNOWN, SO HE BEGAN TO STUDY WHAT 
WAS HERE AND AS IF FOR THE FIRST TIME HAD COME. 

And so he staggered about without purpose until 

HE CAME ACROSS A GUN THAT HIS MOTHER HAD 
COLLECTED RECENTLY. 


And then two misfortunes awaited Rock ： firstly, 

HE KNEW WHERE HIS MOTHER HAD A SAFE WITH 
CARTRIDGES (AND AT THE SAME TIME THE KEY TO IT )， 
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AND SECONDLY, HE DID NOT KNOW THAT THE FIREARM 
REQUIRED SERIOUS SUPERVISION. 

Even at a short age, Rock began to admire the 

BEAUTY THAT HER MOTHER COULD GIVE WEAPONS, SO HE 
SIMPLY COULD NOT RESIST. ‘‘I'LL TRY TO SHOOT!” ROCK 
DECIDED THEN, WITHOUT EVEN THINKING ABOUT 
WHETHER HIS MOTHER HAD FINISHED WORKING ON THIS 
GUN OR NOT. 

Firing bullets with a five-shot revolver, the boy, 

GRINNING ALL OVER HIS FACE, MOVED TO THE SHOOTING 
GALLERY, ARRANGED IN THE CORNER OF THE WORKSHOP. 

It was then that the fateful hour struck. 

Once at the stand, Rock already took up the 

EARPLUGS AND FOR THIS PUT THE REVOLVER ON THE 
TABLE, WHEN SUDDENLY - BAM! 
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The bullet rushed past, but when the flame 

ESCAPED FROM THE MUZZLE, IT STILL TOUCHED ROCK’S 
RIGHT EYE. 

Nell returned home almost immediately and 

FOUND HER SON. 

After this incident, Rock almost went blind in 

HIS RIGHT EYE. 

To TELL THE TRUTH, THE BOY STILL GOT OFF EASILY, 
BUT HIS FATHER, ROY, DID NOT THINK SO. INSTEAD, HE 
DECIDED THAT IT WAS HIS WIFE WHO OVERLOOKED AND 
IS AT FAULT. 

From that day on, Rock’s parents only quarreled. 
It got to the point that Roy demanded that Nell 

STOP WORKING WITH WEAPONS. 

However, even Rock, who almost had his eyes 

KICKED, UNDERSTOOD ： FORCING A BRILLIANT 
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GUNSMITH, KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AS A 
C£ master OF FORTY-FIFTH CALIBER，” TO ABANDON HER 
PISTOLS WAS LIKE HANGING HERSELF. 

And one night the boy nevertheless came to his 

MOTHER IN THE STUDIO, ALTHOUGH HIS FATHER 
STRICTLY FORBADE HIM NOT TO. BUT LITTLE ROCK 
DECIDED FIRMLY THAT HE WOULD SPEAK WITH HIS 
MOTHER. 

- Rock ... don’t. Do not come here, - noticing that 

THE SON DID COME, NELL TRIED TO SEND HIM HOME. 

- Sorry, mom. This is all because of me... 

Hearing this from her own child, Nell could not 

STAND IT AND, HUGGING ROCK，BURST INTO TEARS. 

- YOU ARE NOT TO BLAME. I OVERLOOKED THIS” NELL 
COMFORTED THE BOY WHEN SHE RELEASED FROM HER 
EMBRACE AND STROKED HER HEAD. AND THEN SHE 
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added ： - Well, it’s time to go to bed, otherwise 

DAD WILL SEE. 

Rock nodded, but instead of leaving, he put what 

HE BROUGHT WITH HIM INTO HIS MOTHER’S HAND. 

C£ And what is it?” 

Nell was very surprised ： Rock made a small paper 

MEDAL FOR HER. POOR, BUT TAKE A LOOK - AND 
IMMEDIATELY UNDERSTAND HOW MUCH EFFORT HAS 
BEEN INVESTED. 

“.45 ART WARKS” was on there. 

Rock was still small, so it was a mistake in the 


WORD WORKS . 
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“YOU GOT IT WRONG HERE，” NELL POINTED OUT AND 
HUGGED HER SON VERY TIGHTLY AGAIN, WHISPERING TO 
HIM EITHER ‘‘SORRY’’ OR a THANK YOU”. 

- Mom ... DON’T DROP THE GUNS!- ROCK ASKED IN A 
TREMBLING VOICE. He UNDERSTOOD BETTER THAN 
ANYONE IN THE WORLD HOW IMPORTANT HER CRAFT 
WAS TO HER MOTHER. 

Perhaps it was Rock’s words (and maybe there was 

ANOTHER REASON) THAT PROMPTED NELL TO REFUSE 
HER HUSBAND - SHE DID NOT CEASE TO BE A GUNSMITH. 

Even if she had to get a divorce. 

Rock wanted to stay with his mother, but she 

DIDN’T HAVE RELATIVES TO HAVE SOMEONE TO LOOK 
AFTER THE BOY, AND THE RICH FATHER RESTED HIS 
HORN ON THE GROUND ： YOU WILL LIVE WITH ME. 


In the end, Nell had to leave. 
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HOW MANY YEARS HAVE PASSED, AND ROCK STILL 
REMEMBERED THAT DAY TO THE LAST DETAIL. 

Then the father forbade even to say goodbye to 

HIS MOTHER. MAYBE HE DIDN’T WANT HIS SON TO BE 
EVEN WORSE OFF LETTING HIS MOTHER GO (AND HE WAS 
RIGHT ABOUT THAT, PROBABLY)，BUT FOR ROCK THE BAN 
BECAME WORSE THAN TORTURE. 

And that day he asked and asked, asked and asked 

HIS FATHER, BUT ROY WAS ADAMANT. EVERYTHING WAS 
IN VAIN，AND Rock had no choice but to wander 
WILDERLY TO THE SECOND FLOOR, TO THE NURSERY. 

Wander, hardly climbing the creaky steps. 

From the window in the nursery, the boy could 

WATCH HIS MOTHER LEAVE ： HER SILHOUETTE BECAME 
SMALLER AND SMALLER. 

She never turned around. And no, not because she 

WAS HEARTLESS - ROCK KNEW THAT NOBODY WAS MORE 
CORDIAL AND THEREFORE DID NOT FEEL BITTERNESS. In 
ADDITION, MOM WAVED A HAND AT HIM. 
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And her fingers gripped that very medal ... 
(Flashback end) 

£C I BECAME QUITE OLD ...” ROCK MUTTERED UNDER HIS 
BREATH AND GRINNED. AND THERE IS REASON TO LAUGH ： 
CLIMBED THE STAIRS - ALREADY OUT OF BREATH. 

HE’D BE OLDER IN AGE BY NOW, IN COMPARISON TO HOW 
LONG IT HAD BEEN SINCE HE LAST SAW MOTHER, 
SOMETHING THAT FELT BIZARRE TO HIM. 

Rock finally reached Nicoletta’s room and, 

GRABBING THE DOORKNOB, TURNED ... BUT NO, 

NOTHING, DIDN’T EVEN JERK - SHE LOCKED IT. 

''Somewhere I hung a key” 

His daughter is still special ： she’s both rude and 

SHAMELESS, SHE CAN GET OUT OF THE BATHROOM IN 
SOME SHORTS, BUT IF SHE GETS SOAPY, SHE’LL LEAVE THE 
KEY SOMEWHERE AND NOT FORGET IT. So BE IT, BUT 
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WHERE THIS CRAPPY KEY IS - WHICH REALLY, REALLY 
ENRAGED ROCK. 

- In the workshop, huh? Surely dragged there, - 
Rock muttered, turned around and moved back 

TO THE CREAKY STAIRS. 

And then again memories flashed over him ... 
(Flashback) 

... As soon as Roy had time after divorcing Nell, 

HE MARRIED AGAIN. MAYBE THE DAD GOT ACQUAINTED 
WITH HIS NEW WIFE EVEN BEFORE THE DIVORCE - HE 
DEFINITELY DIDN’T KNOW AND DIDN’T WANT TO KNOW ： 
HE HAD ONE MOTHER, AND A NEW ONE ...，A HOUSEWIFE, 
NO MORE. 

Rock never particularly favored his father’s new 

WIFE, BUT AS SOON AS A DAUGHTER WAS BORN IN THE 
FAMILY, WHO WAS NAMED AlYSSA, THE BOY BECAME A 
STRANGER TO HIS FATHER. ALL THE LOVE OF ROY WENT 
TO HIS DAUGHTER, AND NOT TO THE SON, AND SOON 
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Rock completely stopped communicating with his 

FAMILY. 

In those days, he was looking with special zeal 

FOR HIS MOTHER, ONLY THE BOY DID NOT HAVE A 
CHANCE TO FIND OUT WHERE SHE WAS, SO BASICALLY 

Rock every day was worn out from anguish, but in 

FACT HE DID NOT ADVANCE AT ALL. 

He managed to find Nell about twenty years 

AFTER HIS PARENTS DIVORCED. 

Then Rock had long since left his father’s house 

AND WORKED FOR THE OuROBOROS CORPORATION. 

It was a huge conglomerate, which was engaged 

IN ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS, AND WEAPONS, AND 
REAL ESTATE, AND AGRICULTURE - IN GENERAL. ROCK 
WORKED THERE AS A RESEARCH ENGINEER AT ONE OF 
THE WEAPONS ENTERPRISES. THE ORDERS WERE STRICT, 
IT WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO REST, THEREFORE, EVEN 
AFTER FINDING OUT WHERE HIS MOTHER WAS, ROCK FOR 
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A WHOLE YEAR COULD NOT GET TOGETHER AND GO TO 
HER. 

And when he nevertheless escaped from hell of 

WORK AND VISITED NELL, HE LEARNED THAT SHE HAD 
BEEN DEAD FOR HALF A YEAR. 

Locals told Rock that a fire had occurred in her 
shop and Nell burned down along with all her 
property ... Rock then roared for a long time in 

THE ASHES. AFTER THAT, ROCK REFUSED THE SURNAME 

Martin, which he wore all his life, and took the 
surname Goldstein, becoming Rock Goldstein. 
Around the same time, he quit Uroboros，moved 

TO THE HINTERLAND, AND OPENED HIS OWN WEAPONS 

room, Rock's Guns & Ammo, which he has run 

UNTIL NOW. 

He opened a bench in memory of his mother. 

Although, of course, Rock did not become a 

GUNSMITH IN MORE THAN ONE HOUR - HE WAS 


Page 丨 m 


PREPARING FOR THIS CRAFT FORA LONG TIME, EVEN IF 
THE STRICT DAD FORBADE HIM TO MESS WITH GUNS. 

While Rock was small, he, of course, obeyed - but 

WHERE TO GO? - BUT THAT WAS UNTIL HIS COMING OF 

age. That’s only in the " 〇 uroboros” Rock settled 

ON A DOOM - HIS FATHER HAD FRIENDS THERE. 

And when Rock left the corporation, the father 

SCREAMED MOST OF ALL - HE MADE A REAL SCANDAL AND, 
IN THE END, LET GO OF THE IMPOLITE SON. NOT THAT IT 
REALLY BOTHERED ROCK ... 

''Think what you want, but I’m the son of Nell 
Goldstein. What I’m proud of” 

(Flashback end) 

Returning to the workshop, Rock began to scoop 

UP ALL THE BOXES AND RUMMAGE THROUGH HIS 
POCKETS, TRYING TO SHAKE THE KEYS TO NlCOLETTA’S 
ROOM FROM SOMEWHERE. 

But shake or not shake - nothing. Nicoletta’s 

HANDICRAFTS, SCHEMES, SOME SPARE PARTS ABANDONED 
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by Rock himself, but the keys, didn’t come to 

HAND. 

C£ Well，what nonsense!..” muttered Rock, when in 

HIS HANDS WAS NOT A VERY SUCCESSFUL CRAFT. HlS 
OWN, BY THE WAY. 

And let Rock decide at all costs to follow in the 

FOOTSTEPS OF HIS MOTHER, BUT DID NOT INHERIT HER 
TALENT. 

NO, HE WAS A SKILLED GUNSMITH ... COMPARATIVELY. 

On the general background. But the trouble is 

THAT BETWEEN HIM AND HIS MOTHER THERE HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN A MONSTROUS DIFFERENCE - IN 
EXPERIENCE, KNOWLEDGE, TALENT, IN THE END. AND 

Rock, of course, understood this better than 
others. And once you understand, this becomes 

FOR YOU THE GREATEST MISFORTUNE. 

On the desktop in the workshop there was a 

FRAME WITH A PHOTO - ROCK LOOKED AT HER. USUALLY 
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SHE LAY FLAT, AND THEN SHE STOOD AS EXPECTED, AND 
YOU COULD SEE IN THE PHOTO ROCK AS A BOY AND 

young Nell. 

CC MoM ...” WHISPERED FROM ROCK WHEN HE 
INVOLUNTARILY REMEMBERED HIS MOTHER. BUT QUITE 
OFTEN HE WAS TORN OUT - EVEN HIS WOMEN MADE FUN 
OF HIM BECAUSE WHEN HE DREAMS, HE OFTEN SPEAKS 
“MOM a ... BUT THIS HABIT DID NOT LEAVE ROCK EVEN 
AFTER MANY, MANY YEARS. 

He, of course, denied everything in words, but 

DEEP DOWN HE KNEW THE TRUTH. 

C ‘I REALLY HAVE A MATERNAL COMPLEX …” 

A LOT OF TIME PASSED, BUT ROCK NEVER MET HIS 
MOTHER, AND STILL HE FELT SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR 
HER. As A SON AND AS A GUNSMITH. 
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“IF I HAD BORROWED SOMETHING FROM MY MOTHER, I 
WOULD SURELY HAVE CLIMBED HIGHER ...” - WITH A 

sigh, Rock put the photo frame down and began 

TO LOOK FOR THE KEYS. 

(Flashback) 

Shortly after Rock opened his shop, his father 

AND STEPMOTHER DIED. 

There was talk ： the accident was to blame, but 
Rock thought that they could have committed 
suicide. Rumor had it that just on the eve of his 
death, Roy had failed a major project and was 

MIRED IN DEBT. 

However, the death of relatives did not 

PARTICULARLY CONCERN ROCK, BECAUSE HE HAD LONG 
SINCE BROKEN UP WITH THE SAME FATHER. BUT AlYSSA 
WAS LEFT COMPLETELY WITHOUT EVERYTHING ： NEITHER 
A HOME(TAKEN BY BANKS DUE TO DEBT) NOR FUNDS - IN 
GENERAL, NO INHERITANCE, AND EVEN NO ROOF OVER 


HER HEAD. 
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And even though the brother and stepsister did 

NOT COMMUNICATE FOR MANY, MANY YEARS, ROCK 
SIMPLY COULD NOT LEAVE AlYSSA ON THE STREET, SO HE 
INVITED HER TO LIVE AT HIS WORKSHOP. 

Times were hard. The store already did not bring 

GREAT PROFITS, THERE WAS BARELY ENOUGH MONEY TO 
FEED HIMSELF, AND THEN THERE WAS AN EXTRA MOUTH 


And one day, Alyssa announced that she would 

ALSO GO TO WORK ： 

- I DO NOT WANT TO SIT ON YOUR NECK ... 

Maybe she went to work and from anxiety ： 

BROTHER AND SISTER DID NOT GET ALONG VERY WELL, 
ALTHOUGH THEY DID NOT QUARREL. 
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And my sister quickly found a job. To Rock’s 

GREAT SURPRISE, SHE WAS INVITED TO AN OFFICE IN THE 
OUROBOROS, FROM WHERE ROCK HIMSELF QUIT NOT SO 

long ago. Apparently, Alyssa took advantage of 

HER FATHER’S OLD TIES AND WALKED IN EXACTLY THE 
SAME WAY AS HER BROTHER. 

Life went on. Alyssa's earnings became a great 

HELP FORA SMALL FAMILY, AND ROCK’S BUSINESS WENT 
UPHILL ： THE SKILL OF THE GUNSMITH IS GROWING - AND 
THE MONEY IS PAID MORE. 

And then Alyssa once asked ： 

ct Lis ten, Rock, do you mind if I bring someone?” 

- Someone? Who is this? - asked Rock, before 

SCOOPING THE MINESTRONE, WHICH HIS SISTER HAD 
PREPARED. To THE QUESTION, ALYSSA WAS CONFUSED 
AND BLUSHED, AND ROCK IMMEDIATELY UNDERSTOOD 
EVERYTHING. - HAHA, BOY? WHERE DID YOU MEET? 
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Already a year had passed, when Alyssa settled in 
Rock's shop, and he was slightly worried that his 

SISTER WAS ALL ALONE AND ALONE. So HE WAS GLAD TO 
HEAR ABOUT THE GUY. 

-A COLLEAGUE... 

Rock nodded and put a spoon in his mouth. 

- Well, it’s understandable, where else to meet 
you? So who is he? Not a techie? They are all 

RECKLESS THERE, AS IF FOR SELECTION! 

Rock knew perfectly well what kind of people 

WERE HUNCHING OVER THAT PLACE, SO HE DECIDED TO 
LET GO OF THE JOKE, TO WHICH ALYSSA EMBARRASSEDLY 
COUGHED AND STRAIGHTENED UP ： 

cc One OF THOSE CRAZY SCIENTISTS,” SHE ANSWERED AND 


SMILED. 


(Flashback end) 
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Rock was still looking for keys when he 

STUMBLED UPON SOME PROJECT THROWN BY 

Nicoletta. While he worked for Ouroboros, he, 

OF COURSE, HAD TO DEAL WITH ALL SORTS OF THINGS, SO 

Rock was a savvy like no one in this business, but 

EVEN HE DID NOT REALIZE WHAT THE PROJECT INVENTED 
BY HIS DAUGHTER WAS FOR. 

Nicoletta always thought up something like 
that. And then she embodied. What does Rock do? 
Just wonder. 

C£ What even was in that man?” He muttered and 

RECALLED THE REAL FATHER OF HIS NIECE. (FLASHBACK) 

Rock repeatedly asked Alyssa what she found in 

HER HUSBAND, BUT EACH TIME HE RECEIVED ONE 
ANSWER ： a HE IS CUTE. ESPECIALLY WHEN HE WORKS 
AND THEN HIS SISTER STARTED ENDLESS TALES OF CRAZY 
EXPERIMENTS THAT EVEN ROCK BARELY UNDERSTOOD. 
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- Well then! So he’s from Fortuna ... - muttered 
Rock, as soon as he remembered. 

And he recalled that the niece, as she called, 

FIRST BLURTED OUT ： ££ RoCK? I’M GOING TO LIVE IN 

Fortuna for a bit... so send my clothes and stuff 

HERE OKAY?” 

Rock had not heard anything about this town 

FOR A LONG TIME, SO HE DID NOT IMMEDIATELY REALIZE 
WHAT AND HOW. BUT HE KNOWS THIS PLACE WELL. 

Fortuna is the birthplace of Agnus, the husband 
of Alyssa. 

Playing with his hair, Rock muttered ： 

- Well, well ... Years go by, and the child is still in 

THE FOOTSTEPS OF PARENTS... 
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Usually, when you hear a ‘‘scientist ，’’ you 

IMMEDIATELY IMAGINE A SKINNY MAN IN YEARS. AND 

when Rock saw not a skinny roach at all, but a 

REAL HEALTHY MAN, HE WAS VERY SURPRISED. 

CC HELLO ...” THE GUEST BLURTED OUT AND DID NOT 
INTRODUCE HIMSELF AT ALL. 

“This is Agnus ，” Alyssa said instead, and added ： 
cc Agnus, this is my brother, Rock.” 

And only then did a dark-skinned big man named 
Agnus silently offer his hand for a handshake. 

cc Hello, Agnus.” You must be helping Alyssa a lot” 
Rock said, and grabbed Agnus’s palm ； he only 

LOOKED AT HIM, BUT DIDN’T ANSWER. 

“HMMM ... REALLY, A WEIRD KID!” THOUGHT ROCK，BUT 
HE DIDN’T WORRY MUCH. ALYSSA HAD ALREADY TOLD 
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EVERYONE, AND HE HIMSELF WAS AWARE OF WHAT KIND 
OF PEOPLE ARE IN THIS ORGANIZATION ： SOMETIMES THEY 
CAN’T EVEN SAY SOMETHING - EITHER HELLO TO YOU OR 
GOODBYE. 


cc Awesome monocle ... Old-fashioned only,” Rock 

OBSERVED, AS HE EXAMINED AGNUS. 

He smiled and straightened it with his finger. 

- O-ORDERED. 

In fact, Rock was thinking of tricking his sister’s 

CHOICE, BUT HE TOOK ‘‘PRAISE’’ AT FACE VALUE. WELL ， 
WHY NOT SMILE? 

That's how Rock and Agnus met. 


Over time, Agnus warmed up to Rock, Alyssa 

BECAME PREGNANT, QUIT HER JOB... 
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By that time, Rock’s Guns & Ammo was already 

EARNING A DECENT INCOME, AGNUS WAS ALSO HELPING 
OUT WITH MONEY, SO IT WAS POSSIBLE TO LIVE. 


And then Nicoletta was born. 

And the next two years became for Rock almost a 
paradise ： Nicoletta grew by leaps and bounds, 
Alyssa cooked everything just as tasty, and 
Agnus would always be inventing new things 

HERE AND THERE AND HELPING ALYSSA OUT. 

But happiness did not last long. 

One day, Agnus simply took and disappeared. 


Although it s not that he disappeared, because 
Rock and Alyssa knew where he had gone. 
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Shortly before the disappearance of Agnus, 
Alyssa had a great fight with her husband. And 
Rock witnessed that. 

“Why did you decide for no reason that you 

SHOULD RETURN TO FORTUNA?” SHE TORTURED AGNUS 
THEN. 

And that one is silent. He only insisted that he 

HAD BEEN CALLED HOME. THEY CALLED IN FORTUNA. 

Call - and that’s it! And he will go alone, leaving 

HIS FAMILY BEHIND. 

-J-J-JUST DO NOT SCREAM! I HAVE NO CHOICE! It IS AN 

order of His Holiness! - stuttering, repeated 
Agnus. He always spoke somehow, if he was 

WORRIED. 

Alyssa and Rock knew perfectly well that Agnus 

WAS STICKING OUT IN SOME SECT CALLED THE ''ORDER 

of the Sword”, but they were not particularly 
worried ： Agnus himself did not drag anyone 
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ANYWHERE, HE DID NOT HOLD RITUALS ； HE DIDN’T 
DRINK THE BLOOD OF PIGS, HE DIDN’T HANG THE HEADS 
OF HENS IN THE ROOM - AND ALL RIGHT. 

“Then why not take me with you - Alissa had 

ALREADY BEGUN TO START, BUT AGNUS STOOD FIRMLY 
ON HIS OWN ： 

- N-nothing! N-no! F-fortuna is for believers only! 

- Then 丄 will become a believer! 

Agnus fell silent, but immediately shook his head. 

- W-W-WILL NOT WORK ... Y-YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
THE D-DOCTRINE ... 

The ouarrel ended in nothing, and after a few 
days Agnus disappeared somewhere. As through 


THE EARTH FELL. 
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Naturally, Alyssa wanted to rush after him, but, 

GETTING READY, SHE SUDDENLY COLLAPSED TO THE 
FLOOR AND WOKE UP ALREADY IN THE HOSPITAL. 


Later it turned out that she was ill. Incurable. 

And the doctor said that with such a diagnosis, 

SHE DOES NOT HAVE MUCH TIME. BUT ALYSSA WAS STILL 
EAGER FOR HER HUSBAND, EAGER FOR FORTUNA, AND 

Rock had to hold her back and forth ： 

- Heal a little, nowhere to hurry. Let Nico grow 

UP TOGETHER. 

Even now, after so many years, Rock did not 

UNDERSTAND WHAT KIND OF MANIA IT WAS ： DID AGNUS 
EVER LOVE AlYSSAi" 13 ID ALYSSA LOVE AGNUS THAT 
MUCH OR WAS SHE JUST STUBBORN? 
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A COUPLE OF YEARS AFTER THE DISEASE WAS REVEALED, 

Alyssa died. Died, never reaching Fortuna. 
(Flashback end) 

And Rock was looking for Nicoletta’s keys, but 

NO, HE HADN’T FOUND ANYTHING. 

- Eh ... - Rock sighed, grabbed a box of tools and 

CARRIED UPSTAIRS - TO REMOVE THE DOOR LOCK IN THE 
LITTLE GIRL’S ROOM. He DIDN’T REALLY WANT TO POKE 
HIS NOSE WHEREVER HE SHOULDN’T, ALL THE MORE SO IF 
AT ANY OTHER TIME THE BUSINESS WOULD HAVE 
SMELLED LIKE KEROSENE - THAT WOULD BE AN ISSUE - 

BUT THEN Rock thought that Nicoletta, since she 

WAS GOING TO LIVE SEPARATELY, MIGHT BE ASKING HIM 
FOR THE LAST TIME. And SINCE IT’S THE LAST, THEN 

Rock somehow crossed over himself. 

“Here is a niece, huh!” Thought Rock, unscrewing 


THE HINGES. 
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Of course, as soon as Alyssa passed away, Rock 

ADOPTED NlCOLETTA. And THERE WERE REASONS FOR 
THAT. 

And the first of them - he was terribly proud of 

NlCOLETTA AND THE FACT THAT HE WAS ABLE TO RAISE 

her. Naturally, he had to take care of the 

HOUSEWORK AND SIP BUSINESS WITH GRIEF... 

And Rock was proud that Nicoletta herself, 

WITHOUT A POKE, WITHOUT A HINT, BECAME A 
GUNSMITH. Just like himself when he grabbed 
ANYTHING FROM NELL. 

And after all, ‘‘daughter” didn’t know a damn 

THING ABOUT GRANDMA! 

Rock was not going to talk to Nicoletta about 
Nell. And he was not going to teach weapons 
business. Maybe the girl never thought in her life 


WHO SHE SHOULD BE?.. 
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But then Rock remembered the day when 
Nicoletta showed such interest. (Flashback) 

Nicoletta, who was making something in her 

CORNER, SQUEALED JOYFULLY, HOLDING A PICTURE OF A 
RECENT ORDER OF A CUSTOMER ： 

- 000 h! Aah, what is this ?! B-beautiful so-cute! - 

STAMMERED, SOMEHOW CHATTERING NlCOLETTA LIKE 

Agnus himself! In her hands the girl held a photo 

WITH TWO PISTOLS - THAT A CLIENT BROUGHT OVER A 
COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO. 

- Ah, it's ma ... ahem. - Rock wanted to say 

，， MOTHER ， S ，> , BUT STOPPED SHORT. ONCE WITH THIS 
， r MOTHER r， HE WAS ALREADY IN A MESS. RECENTLY, THE 
OWNER OF THESE GUNS RAN IN, SO ROCK TOOK A PHOTO 
AS A KEEPSAKE. 

-Y-y-yourmom? This is my g-grandmother ?! Wow! - 
Nicoletta screamed and lay down on the floor, 
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BUT FORGOT ABOUT HER CRAFT AND THOUGHT, SO SHE 
ADMIRED THE PHOTOGRAPH. 

- Of course, I’ve seen enough of my mother’s guns, 

BUT THIS COUPLE IS A REAL WORK OF ART. THEIR NAMES 

are Ebony and Ivory. 

The same client spoke about the names of the 

GUNS, ADDING THAT THEY SYMBOLIZE THE OPPOSITE 
COLORS. 

And he introduced himself as Dante. 

When Rock accepted the order, he remembered 

THE ENGRAVING AND ASKED ： ''DANTE? NOT ToNY 

Redgrave? ’’ 

And indeed, the pistol read ： £ ‘ForTony Redgrave.” 
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To WHICH THE CLIENT REPLIED, IT WAS THEIR NAME 
WHEN THEY MET NELL. 

Usually such an excuse is a good reason to be 

WARY ： YOU CAN’T SIMPLY BUY A PERSONALIZED WEAPON. 

It often happened that the owner was robbed, 

KILLED, OR IN SOME OTHER WAY FORCED TO TRANSFER 

THEM, BUT Rock did not suspect anything and just 

THREW IT ： 

- Clear. 

But the reason is simple ： look at how this Dante 

HANDLES CANNONS, AND EVERYTHING IMMEDIATELY 
FALLS INTO PLACE. PLUS, ROCK NOTED THAT THE 
PISTOLS WERE UNUSUAL ： NOT EVERY PERSON, NOT EVERY 
MONSTER WOULD GIVE SUCH A WEAPON - ONLY TO 
SOMEONE WHO WAS MUCH WORSE, MORE SEVERE AND 
MERCILESS. 

Rock, of course, did not believe in all the demon 

STUFF, AS WELL AS IN THE FACT THAT THE MOTHER 
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COULD JUST PICK UP AND CONCEIVE SUCH PISTOLS. In 
ADDITION, A CLIENT NAMED DANTE SEEMED AN 
OUTSTANDING PERSON. 

CC SHE REALLY COULD FIT THE GUNS...” - REALIZED ROCK, 
EXAMINING THE BARREL. YES, ONLY ONE THOUGHT DID 
NOT GIVE HIM REST ... 

- The question is maintenance, but nothing seems 

TO BE BROKEN. Of COURSE, I WON’T REFUSE, IT’S MY 
BREAD. 

Rock already realized that the guns had seen 

MANY BATTLES AND STILL WORKED PROPERLY. AND IF 
THE OWNER DID NOT TAKE CARE OF HIS TOYS, EBONY 

and Ivory would not have lasted so long. 

Dante suddenly pointed to an engraving ： 


- Correct this. 
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Under his finger, just below the inscription Tor 
Tony Redgrave”，one more flaunted ： 

"By .45 Art Warks.” 

Rock, overlooking her, was amazed ： 

- Mother... 

The same inscription, which he so diligently 

HEATED UP ON THAT MEDAL! THE ONE WHERE HE MADE 
SUCH A STUPID CHILDHOOD MISTAKE! AND MOTHER, 
EVEN THOUGH SHE LEFT ROCK SO LONG AGO, STILL 
REMEMBERED. 

“Fix wark ... That’s all ，” Dante added, watching 

THE MAN TREMBLE BEFORE HIM. ‘‘AND SO I THOUGHT, IT 
WOULD BE NECESSARY TO FIX THIS MATTER. To EXPLAIN 
TO EVERYONE IS STILL A HASSLE. BUT IN THE DISTRICT, 
ALL THE GUNSMITHS ARE TALKING ABOUT NOTHING. 

Reluctance to touch my beauties ，” looking at 
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Rock in the face, Dante smiled. ‘ £ And if anyone 

CAN DO THE JOB, THEN ONLY YOU. WHAT DO YOU THINK, 

Rock Goldstein?” 

Rubbing his eyelid, Rock sobbed and, trembling 

HIS LIPS, SQUEEZED HIMSELF OUT IN A THIN VOICE ： 

- I’LL DO IT 

What was important was different ： Dante is 

ABSOLUTELY RIGHT. If ANYONE NEEDED TO CORRECT A 
STUPID MISTAKE, IT WAS ROCK, THE SON OF NELL 

Goldstein and the culprit of the typo. 

At that time, Rock believed that if he corrected 

THE ENGRAVING, THEN HE WOULD FINALLY GET RID OF 
HIS CURSE, BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN HIM AND HIS 
MOTHER AND BECOME A FULL-FLEDGED MASTER. 

C£ Here! Tell me, he knows what and how, 

THEREFORE, HE ASKED ME FOR IT!” He THOUGHT, 
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REALIZING ： THIS DANTE IS HARDLY KIND ENOUGH TO 
TELL SUCH THINGS TO EVERYONE WHO CROSSES. 

And something told Rock ： he would never see a 

MYSTERIOUS STRANGER BY THE NAME OF DANTE AGAIN. 

(Flashback end) 

Having removed the door, Rock finally went into 

HIS NIECE'S ROOM AND BEGAN COLLECTING THINGS, 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND ALL KINDS OF MAGAZINES IN A BOX. 

He peered at the word C£ Fortuna” on one of the 

MAGAZINES AND WONDERED WHY NlCOLETTA HAD GONE 
TO THAT LITTLE TOWN. 

Rock had no idea what Agnus was doing there, 

BUT REALIZED THAT THE DAUGHTER WAS EAGER FOR 

Fortuna due to him. 

After all, shortly before departure, Nicoletta 


ISSUED ： 
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- Rock, I give up making handguns. I can’t beat my 

GRANDMOTHER. 

It seems nothing like that, words like words 

SPOKEN, IT SEEMED, FOR NO PARTICULAR REASON, BUT 

Rock understood best of all what they mean ： he 

HIMSELF HAS BEEN TORMENTED FOR SEVERAL YEARS 
WITH THE THOUGHT THAT HIS MOTHER CANNOT BE 
SURPASSED. 

- And then what? Will you do with those strange 
things? He asked, and Nico shook her head. 

- Do NOT KNOW YET. I’LL TRY... ANYTHING = And UNTIL 
I GET TO A LEVEL THAT IS ALREADY A WORK OF ART! 

-As YOU SAY... 


In fact, Rock was very happy. 
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He himself was aging and his mother, of course, 

COULD NOT BE SURPASSED, BUT HERE THE NIECE, ONCE 
ADOPTED THIS PASSION FOR ARMS, COULD WELL CATCH 

up with Nell Goldstein. 

And here you go! - Nicoletta always called Nell 

‘‘GRANDMOTHER”, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS NOT CONNECTED 
WITH BLOOD TO HER. BUT ROCK WAS NEVER CALLED 
CC DAD” OR ‘‘UNCLE’’. 

cc Good luck, Nico.” Something tells Rock that she 

WILL SURPASS HIS MOTHER. 

There was nothing more Rock could teach Nico, 

SO HE LET HER GO TO FORTUNA TO STUDY THE CRAFT OF 

Agnus. Her father, of course, is not so hot, but as 

AN ENGINEER HE IS QUITE GOOD. 

££ And when Nicoletta becomes a true master 


GUNSMITH, LEARNS NOT ONLY HOW TO CRAFT GUNS BUT 
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EVEN MORE, I WILL DEFINITELY STAND IN A VICTORY 
POSE AND SHOUT ： My NIECE IS THE BEST! ’’ 

Imagining how he would survive until that day, 
Rock grinned and, picking up a box stuffed to the 

EYEBALLS, AND DRAGGED IT OUT TO SEND TO 

Nicoletta. 


CHkPTER 8 : NICO 


Page 1 154 


C£ BuT WHAT THE HELL ... WHAT KIND OF NAME IS THAT?” 
NlCO MUTTERED, LOOKING AT THE NEON DEVIL MAY 

Cry plate affixed to the van’s side. 


£C The devil knows him.” 

c ‘l HEARD THAT. AND WHAT’S THE POINT OF REPEATING? 

Just wondering why the hell Dante called it 

THAT.” 

This sign JNero received shortly after the 

TROUBLE IN FORTUNA AND THE FALL OF THE ORDER OF 

the Sword. By that time, the guy already knew 
that Dante was in charge of the Devil May Cry 

AGENCY, SO HE WAS NOT PARTICULARLY SURPRISED AT 
THE GIFT - HE WAS ENTRUSTED WITH THE BRANCH! 


- And what is wrong? The devil can also cry - 
Nero answered without interruption. 
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“Aren’t you working with him now in a way? So 

WHY NOT WRITE DEVILS May CRY INSTEAD? - NlCO 
JOKINGLY POINTED OUT, WHILE NERO GRINNED. 

- I ALSO THOUGHT ABOUT IT, BUT IT SOUNDS LOUSY. 

Devils May Cry? Heh! Let it be as it is. 

- I DID NOT SIGN UP FOR THIS! SHE COMPLAINED, STUCK A 
FRESHLY LIT CIGARETTE IN HER TEETH AND ROLLED 
UNDER THE VAN WHILE NERO WAS BUSY WITH THE 
ENGINE UNDER THE HOOD. 

” Let’s find a car." 

Nero ran the ‘‘agency’’ under the guise of cc Devil 
May Cry”, but there was always a shortage of jobs 
in Fortuna, and his acquaintances were in other 

CITIES, NAMELY ONE OR TWO. BUT KYRIE ALWAYS 
PERSUADED NERO TO DO ANY WORK, EVEN FOR FREE, AS 
SOON AS SOMEONE CAME WITH AN ORDER, AND THEN SHE 
HERSELF REFUSED MONEY. No, THEY WANTED TO PAY, 
EVEN VERY MUCH, BUT KYRIE TOOK EARNINGS ONLY 
WITH VEGETABLES AND MEAT. 
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And then one day Nero dawned ： 

C£ We will make an office out of the car, and there 

WILL BE A WANDERING AGENCY. So WE CAN TAKE ORDERS 
FROM OTHER CITIES ." 

Hearing about this venture, Nico immediately 

REALIZED THAT NERO HAD DECIDED BECAUSE OF HIS 
CONCERN FOR KYRIE，WHO WAS ALREADY LIVING 
UNSWEETENED. SHE WALKS AROUND HERE, FOR EXAMPLE, 
IN ONE AND THE SAME THING (CLOTHES), BUT FOR THE 
LOCAL CHILDREN SHE SEWED A BUNCH OF CLOTHES. SHE 
WILL BARELY NOTICE HOW NERO WILL SCRATCH AN 
OUTFIT, AND NOW SHE ALREADY MAKES HIM A NEW ONE 
TOO. 

A RARE SIGHT THIS WOMAN IS. YOU’LL SEE DEMONS 
MORE OFTEN THAN PEOPLE LIKE HER” NlCO SAID, AND 

Nero nodded. 

Of course, the guy wanted to please Kyrie. And if 

IT HAD BEEN POSSIBLE TO ORGANIZE A MOBILE AGENCY, 
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Nero and Nico would certainly have raised some 

MONEY, WHICH IS WHY NlCO AGREED. FROM THESE 
CONSIDERATIONS. THERE WAS ONLY ONE PROBLEM ： THE 
CAR WAS YET TO BE OBTAINED. 


Naturally, Nero cannot buy a new one - as wind 

WALKS IN HIS POCKETS MORE THAN MONEY. 

So Nero and Nico climbed all the corners, all the 

DUMPS, UNTIL THEY CAME ACROSS A BROKEN-DOWN VAN, 
WHICH CHRONICALLY LED TO THE SIDE. AND AS THEY 
STUMBLED - THEY BEGAN TO FIGHT OVER REPAIR AND 
TUNING. 

‘‘Listen ...” Nico said, taking off her spare part. 
“Are you aware that this is a job for a mechanic? 

YOU DIDN’T CONFUSE ME WITH SOMEONE ELSE RIGHT?” 

Nico, of course, owed Kyrie and Nero, but it 

SEEMED TO HER THAT SHE WAS GIVING MORE THAN SHE 
WAS TAKING ： SHE WAS OFTEN CALLED TO FIX THIS AND 
THAT, AND THEY DIDN’T GIVE A PENNY. 
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C ‘I SHOWED YOU THE RECORDS OF THE ORDER, SO 
EVERYTHING IS PAID IN ADVANCE.” 

From these words, Nico almost exploded in 

INDIGNATION. No, THE RESEARCH OF THE ORDER OF THE 

Sword was really interesting (after which she 

CAME TO FoRTUNa), SHE WILL NOT SAY ANYTHING ； AND 
BE GRATEFUL, SINCE THEY GAVE HER A LOOK DESPITE 
THE FACT THAT NO ONE ELSE CAN READ THEM, YOU 
CAN’T ARGUE. TRUE, NlCO HAS ALREADY PAID OFF IN 
FULL ： SHE REPAIRED THE RED OUEEN, AND MORE THAN 
ONCE AND NOT EVEN JUST TWICE IN JUST ONE YEAR. 

And now they also forced the car to be repaired. 

“Isn’t it time to say everything all at once? 
Something completely to finish this deal up” Nico 

THOUGHT, AND ALMOST GOT READY, BUT THEN HER 
DETERMINATION WAS BLOWN AWAY BY THE WIND - 
Kyrie CALLED ： 

- Let’s have dinner, the table is already set! 
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- We’ll come now! - cute, somehow even good- 
naturedly (NlCO NEVER HEARD SUCH A THING IN HIS 
address) Nero answered, while Nico rolled out 

FROM UNDER THE VAN. ''Go AHEAD, I’LL FINISH 
SOMETHING HERE.” 

- DO WORRY, I’LL SAVE YOU SOME...NOT” NlCO JOKED, 
AND LEFT TO THE SECOND FLOOR. 

“Julio, do not take food with your hands. Kyle, 

CARROTS MUST ALSO BE EATEN” SAID KYRIE AS NlCO, 

Kyrie and three orphans ate the food together. 

During that big mess with demons, the city 

CHILDREN’S HOME WAS BADLY DAMAGED, AND KYRIE 

and Nero had no choice but to take the 

INHABITANTS TO THEMSELVES. It WOULD SEEM THAT 
WOULD BE THE CASE FOR A MONTH OR TWO, BUT THE 
CITY AUTHORITIES DID NOT REBUILD OR REBUILD THE 
INSTITUTION, SO THE ORPHANS SETTLED WITH KYRIE 

and Nero for good. The oldest, Julio, was twelve, 
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THE YOUNGEST, CARLO, WAS ONLY TWO YEARS OLD. A 
LITTLE LATER, OTHER CHILDREN FREQUENTED TO NERO 
AND KYLIE - LOCAL, FROM THE SURROUNDING FARMS. 

Parents sent them for food. 

SO EVERY DINNER IN THE HOUSE OF KYRIE AND NERO 
WAS LIKE A REAL WAR. 

Someone stuffed their mouths with food, not 

CARING ABOUT ANYTHING (AND NO ONE)，SOMEONE ATE 
ONLY WHAT HE LIKED, AND SMEARED THE REST ON A 
PLATE ； SOMEONE HAD TO BE FED FROM A SPOON, AND 
SOMEONE HAD ALREADY TORN UP AND WAS NOW 
RUSHING AROUND THE TABLE - AND KYRIE HAD TO 
WATCH EVERYONE. 

- NlCO, WOULD YOU LIKE A CASSEROLE? It’S DELICIOUS” 
SHE SUGGESTED WHEN SHE NOTICED NlCO. 


“Just wanted to. And I don’t worry about the 

TASTE - YOU NEVER COOK ANYTHING NOT AMAZING” 
SAID NlCO. 
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- Thanks for your kind words. 

Peering into Kyrie’s smile, Nico once again 

WONDERED ： ‘‘WELL，HOW DID NERO WIN THE HEART OF 
THIS GODDESS?” 

- And where is Nero? Asked Kyrie, sending a spoon 

OF STEW INTO CARLO’S MOUTH, WHO WAS SITTING ON 
HER LAP, AND LOOKED AT THE DOOR LEADING TO THE 
GARAGE. U NlCO, LOOK AFTER CARLO ?’’ 

NlCO, STILL CHEWING ON THE CASSEROLE, NODDED, AND 

then Kyrie placed the baby on her lap. He 

IMMEDIATELY POUTED LIKE A HAMSTER, AND BEGAN TO 
ACCOMPANY EVERY SPOON THAT NlCO SENT INTO HER 
MOUTH WITH A LOOK. 

££ Where are your manners? But I’m a bit younger 
than Kyrie! Or do you like older girls?” - teased 
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NlCO AND STROKED HIS HEAD, AND ONLY THEN HE 
STOPPED SULKING. 

- Nero? Dinner is getting cold! - as soon as Kyrie 

CALLED OUT, A WILD CRY WAS HEARD FROM THE GARAGE ： 

- Kyrie! Stay back! 

NlCO JUMPED UP FROM HER PLACE (AND NEARLY 
DROPPED THE BABY, BUT MANAGED TO CATCH IT )， 
TURNED AROUND AND SAW THAT KYRIE HAD BECOME A 
FROZEN PILLAR AT THE DOOR, NOT DARING TO OPEN IT. 

NO, THIS HAS NOT HAPPENED BEFORE. 

If demons appeared in Fortuna，then almost 

ALWAYS IN THE FOREST OR ON THE MOUNTAIN, THEY 
NEVER WANDERED INTO THE CITY. FOR THE WHOLE 
YEAR, NlCO COULD NOT RECALL A SINGLE INCIDENT. 
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And since Nero shouted at Kyrie ， it’s really 

DANGEROUS IN THE GARAGE. AND IF IT’S DANGEROUS, 
IT’S ONLY BECAUSE THERE ARE ... DEMONS? 

“Julio, take Carlo.” 

u l SHOULD CHECK IT MYSELF, SINCE KYRIE STANDS 
ROOTED TO THE SPOT，” NlCO DECIDED, HANDING THE 
BABY TO THE ELDEST OF THE GUYS, AND LITERALLY THE 
NEXT MOMENT SHE CAUGHT NERO’S CRIES, AND KYRIE 
RAN INTO THE GARAGE. 

-Nero! 

- Kyrie! Don’t come! Nero shouted again. 

NlCO WAS NEARLY FLAT ON THE SPOT, BUT SOMEHOW 


SHE HELD HERSELF AND STOOD FIRMLY ON HER FEET. 


Page 1 164 


- So, CHILDREN, FROM HERE - NOT A FOOT! Do YOU 
UNDERSTAND ME? SHE TOLD THE ORPHANS AND RUSHED 
TO THE GARAGE. 

And when she entered, she froze in horror. 

The whole floor is in the blood. 

Nero lies on the floor 

And Kyrie frantically calls for him, raising his 

HEAD. 

NO MATTER HOW YOU LOOK, THE PICTURE IS CREEPY. 

Anyone would fall into a stupor, but Nico was 

NOT UP TO IT. 

Something very important has disappeared. 

The right hand of JNero disappeared. 


P a g e 丨 165 


That same mysterious hand, which contained the 

DEVILISH POWER IN ITSELF, SIMPLY DISAPPEARED, AS IF IT 
HAD BEEN TORN OUT BY THE ROOT. 

- Hey, what the hell? I leave you alone for two 

MINUTES! - SHOUTED NlCO AND ALSO RUSHED TO NERO. 

Usually this would definitely cause Nero to 

SPEAK SOME NONSENSE, BUT NOW HE WAS SILENT - 

Nero’s eyes seemed to be glazed. 

- Nero! Nero-oh-oh! .. - continued to call her 

LOVER KYRIE, BUT NERO DID NOT ANSWER HER. 

C£ Kyrie, CALL THE HOSPITAL!” 

Kyrie nodded, left Nero and rushed to the second 
floor. Of course, the doctor is very useful here, 

BUT IT WAS MUCH MORE IMPORTANT TO TAKE KYRIE 


AWAY FROM HERE. 
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NlCO UNDERSTOOD THAT NERO CERTAINLY WOULDN’T 
JUST CUT OFF HIS HAND LIKE THAT, WHICH MEANS THAT 
SOMEONE ‘‘HELPED” HIM. And THIS SOMEONE IS NOW 
EITHER OUTSIDE OR INSIDE THE GARAGE. 

- Hey bastard! Are you still here?! What the hell 

HAVE YOU DONE?! NlCO MUTTERED, RUNNING HER HAND 

into Nero's cloak, and pulled out Blue Rose. 

In fact, it’s not meant fora girl like her to shoot 
from the Blue Rose - with large-caliber revolvers 
(and this one also fires two bullets at a time, 

ALMOST AT THE SAME TIME!) The RECOIL IS TOO 
POWERFUL, THE SHOULDER WILL BE KNOCKED OUT FOR 
AN HOUR, OR IT WILL SIMPLY BE THROWN BACK, BUT IT’S 
BETTER TO HAVE ROSE WITH YOU THAN NOT AT ALL. 

- Hey! Come out! I’ll smash your head off! - 

SHOUTED NlKO, THINKING SO TO PROVOKE THE ENEMY, 
AND MEANWHILE SHE GLANCED AT NERO’S RIGHT HAND. 
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He was bleeding terribly. 

Without thinking twice, Nico pulled out the 

WIRE FROM HER POCKET ON HER BELT, LEANED TOWARDS 

Nero and pulled his shoulder - he moaned. 

- Come on, come out already! - Shouted Nico 

If the enemy was a demon, it would be unlikely 

THAT HE WOULD SIT FOR SUCH A LONG TIME AND FALL 
INTO NlCO f S ANTICS, WHICH MEANS THAT THERE WERE 
TWO OPTIONS ： 

First ： it was not the demon who pulled off Nero’s 

HAND, AND THIS a NON-DEMON” WAS HIDING 
SOMEWHERE IN THE GARAGE. 

Second ： the enemy is unclear who and he is no 

LONGER IN THE GARAGE. 
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“IT CANNOT BE …” NlCO BURST OUT ： NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH SHE WONDERED WHAT AND HOW, BUT SHE COULD 
NOT BELIEVE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. 

If the enemy is not a demon, then man. But is it 

REALLY POSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO TEAR OFF THE DEMONIC 

hand of Nero? Nonsense. Moreover, everything 

HAPPENED IN A MATTER OF MINUTES - NERO WOULD 
NEVER BE BLOWN AWAY SO QUICKLY. 

“What is the point of tearing off one’s hand and 

RUNNING AWAY? WELL, SOMEONE WOULD HAVE COME TO 

kill Nero, but this one just took his hand and 
dumped. It didn’t even bother to finish off! 
Something doesn’t fit here …” Nico came to the 

CONCLUSION AND REMEMBERED SOMETHING. 

Agnus’s NOTES INCLUDED NOTES ABOUT ONE 
INSTRUMENT, AND NlCO EVEN ASKED NERO WHAT THE 
THING WAS. 


(Flachback) 
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- What kind of a sword is this? 

If you believe the diaries of Agnus, the old man 

FOUND A PIECE OF A CERTAIN "YaMATO” ON THE SHORE 

near Fortuna. It seemed to Agnus that a powerful 

FORCE LURKED IN THE FRAGMENT, IN HONOR OF WHICH 
HE LAUNCHED A WHOLE STUDY, UNTIL HE REALIZED 
THAT THIS WAS YAMATO. 


NlCO THEN DID NOT REALIZE WHY NERO WOULD 
SUDDENLY LOOK DOWN TOWARDS HIS HAND IF YAMATO 
WAS MENTIONED, AND WHEN ASKED HE CLAIMED IT 
BELONGS TO THE BROTHER OF DANTE. 

- Brother? Does Dante have a brother? Well, in 

THAT SENSE? ALSO THE SON OF SPARDA? 

The fact that Dante is the son of Sparda, Nico 

LEARNED FROM THE SAME RECORDS OF AGNUS. To 
IMPLEMENT THE PLAN OF THE ORDER OF THE SWORD, 
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THE BLOOD OF SPARDA WAS NEEDED, AND THIS IS WHY 
THE ORGANIZATION SAT ON THE TAIL OF THE DEMON 
HUNTER FORA LONG TIME. 

- Who knows? I didn’t ask Dante. But how can I 

ASK, I ALMOST DIED THERE. ALTHOUGH WHAT’S THE 

point? His brother ... is long dead. 

“Okay, where is Yamato now? The fragment was 

NEVER FOUND ... Is IT REALLY THROWN AWAY?” 


Even a splinter from such a powerful thing could 

HAVE UNIMAGINABLE POWER, AND NlCO WAS TERRIBLY 
ANXIOUS TO LEARN WHAT WAS THERE AND HOW. If THE 
SPLINTER IS REALLY FROM YAMATO. 

Nero smiled and showed Nico his right hand. 


- Look, I’ll show the trick! 
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-BUT? 

NlCO WAS EMBARRASSED. AND THEN A BLADE APPEARED 
IN FRONT OF HER. 


- Ah ?! What is it? h-how ?! E-this is y-y-y-Yamato ?! 
She stammered. 

C£ God knows how it happened, but it seems to be in 

MY RIGHT HAND，” NERO EXPLAINED, TO WHICH NlCO 
SIMPLY FELL INTO A STUPOR. NERO, CLEARLY ENJOYING 
HER SHOCK, SLAPPED A BLADE ON THE SHOULDER AND 
ADDED WITH A GRIN ： a HEY，BUT AGNUS HAD THE SAME 
FACE WHEN _L WOKE HIM UP.” 

NlCO COULDN’T STAND THE COMPARISON AND GAVE A 
SIZZLING LOOK. 


- Look at his face, how proud ...Just like a snot! 
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Nero released his sword, and it disappeared. 

- I’LL SAY RIGHT AWAY ： I WON’T LET YOU STUDY 

Yamato. This thing is dangerous, I don’t want 

ANYTHING TO HAPPEN. 

Nero thought she would start arguing with him, 

BUT IN RESPONSE RECEIVED ONLY SILENCE AND A NOD. 

- Well, okay. I didn’t really want to! 

NlCO, IN GENERAL, DIDN’T LIE ： HER INTEREST SOMEHOW 
QUICKLY FADED AWAY, AS SOON AS SHE FOUND OUT 
THAT THE BLADE HAD ALREADY AWAKENED. PERHAPS, 
DEEP DOWN, SHE HOPED TO FURNISH HER FATHER AND 
FINISH THE INVESTIGATION, WHICH AGNUS COULD NOT 
DO, AND THUS AVENGE HER MOTHER. 

‘‘Somehow you agreed too simply. Are you okay? - 
Nero said while being surprised. 


(Flashback end) 
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NlCO STILL DIDN’T REALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT THE 
SECRET OF Nero’s right hand was, what kind of 
CC DEVILISH INSTRUMENTS” THERE COULD TURN INTO 
COMPLETELY UNTHINKABLE THINGS. AND INDEED, SHE 
DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW NERO MOVES HUGE AND 
HEAVY THINGS WITH THIS HAND. BUT NlCO KNEW 
SOMETHING FOR SURE ： YAMATO WAS IN NERO’S RIGHT 
HAND. 

In this case, the enemy, tearing off the hand of 
Nero, could well have appeared just behind the 
sword. And if so, it’s quite logical to just steal 

AND FLEE - TO KILL NERO FOR THIS IS NOT NECESSARY AT 
ALL. 

- Lousy ... damn lousy... 


NlCO WAS MENTALLY INDIGNANT THAT SHE WAS AGAIN 
DRAGGED INTO ANOTHER DANGEROUS MESS, SIGHED ... 
AND THEN SHE HEARD A SHARP WHISTLE OF BRAKES - 
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SOMEONE STOOD RIGHT AT THE GARAGE DOOR. An 
AMBULANCE ARRIVED. 

Once in the hospital, Nero did not recover for 

SEVERAL DAYS. 


CHkPTER 9: /HORRISON 
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Morrison walked along a street in an embrace 

WITH A BOUQUET OF GERBERAS. THE OLD MAN HAD NOT 
BEEN IN THESE PLACES FOR ABOUT TEN YEARS, 

ALTHOUGH HE USED TO VISIT A BAR CALLED BOBBY’S 

Cellar back then, where all the drunkards are, 

ALMOST EVERY DAY. 

But he didn’t go there to drink, even if in the 

CERTAIN PLACE ALCOHOL ALWAYS POURS LIKE A RIVER. 

And Morrison had a special reason to drag 

HIMSELF HERE AT DISTANT LANDS - HERE ALL-ROUNDERS 
GATHERED. MORRISON HIRED THESE GUYS FOR SOME 
WORK AND ALSO TO GAIN INFORMATION. 

He lived with this ： he found orders, handed them 

OVER TO THE PERFORMERS, AND KEPT A PERCENTAGE FOR 

himself. Morrison himself is a typical 

INTERMEDIARY, BUT NO ONE REALLY COMPLAINED 


ABOUT IT. 
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Rather, whoever you take, everyone needs such a 

USEFUL PERSON. Jack OF ALL TRADES - PEOPLE ARE 
AMBIGUOUS, SOMETIMES THEY DON’T EVEN KNOW HOW 
TO SPEAK AND EVEN SCARE THE CLIENTS OF THEIR SMALL 

agencies. But Morrison is a completely different 

MATTER ： HE IS GALLANT, AND HIS TONGUE IS SUSPENDED 
AS IT SHOULD, AND THE SUIT IS SITTING ON IT ALL 

right. Well, what about a suit? Not one 

PERFORMER HAS PUT ON GOOD CLOTHES. 

In those days, in the C£ Basement” the apple had 

NOWHERE TO FALL - THERE WERE ALWAYS ENOUGH 
MERCENARIES ： THE BEGGAR SALLY, CONSTANTLY 
DEMANDING MONEY AHEAD, DlEGO WHO PREFERRED 
HARD WORK, THE HOUND VLAD AND HIS DOG 
COMPANION, AND ALSO GrU... 

- Wow! - BURST OUT FROM MORRISON WHEN HE SAW A 


FAMILIAR BREWERY. 
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The same cc Bobby Cellar” stood before him, as if 

STRAIGHT FROM THE PAST, ALTHOUGH IN ONE DAY 
THERE WAS NOT A STONE LEFT FROM IT. 

Morrison, of course, heard, they say, rebuilt 

AGAIN, BUT COULD NOT EVEN THINK THAT THE BRAND 
NEW BAR WOULD BE THE SAME AS THE PREVIOUS ONE ： 
THEY EVEN PRESERVED THE SHABBY APPEARANCE, 
BECAUSE THEY USED OLD WOOD. 

And that inscription, which was famous for 
C£ Bobby Cellar” - cc Go home, wake up and sleep” - 

WAS CARVED ON THE DOOR. 

But the sign was different - ’’Grue’s Cellar' 

Smiling, Morrison pushed the door - the bell 

TINKLED, WHICH HAD NEVER BEEN SEEN BEFORE. 

- Welcome! - a voice was heard from behind the 
counter. There stood two long-time 
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ACQUAINTANCES WHOM THE OLD MAN HAD NOT SEEN 
SINCE THE DEVIL KNOWS HOW OLD HE WAS, THE SISTERS 

Nesty and Tiki. 

- Morrison! And I knew that you would come to 

us! 

Noticing the guest, Tiki jumped out from behind 

THE COUNTER AND RUSHED TO HIM. HUGGING AND 
KISSING HER, MORRISON HANDED HER A BOUQUET OF 
GERBERAS. 

- Congratulations on your discovery. Sorry the 

BOUQUET IS SO SMALL. 

- DO NOT WORRY. BETTER LET’S HAVE A DRINK” 了 IKI 
SMILED SLYLY AND SHOUTED TO HER SISTER, WHO 
REMAINED BEHIND THE COUNTER ： a NES! ’’ BRING A 
BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE! 
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They gave him a welcome! The smile never left 
Morrison’s lips - he was so happy for Tiki and 
Nesty. And there is something to rejoice ： the 

GIRLS MANAGED TO RESTORE THE BAR DEAR TO HIS 
HEART. 

- Hey Morrison, come here! Sally called out to 

THE INTERMEDIARY, WHO WAS SITTING AT THE CORNER 

table. Morrison smiled wryly - he noticed, as she 

TURNED GRAY OVER THE YEARS THAT THEY HAD NOT 
SEEN EACH OTHER, ANOTHER OLD ACQUAINTANCE. THE 
OLD MAN CAME UP AND SAT OPPOSITE TO THE WOMAN. 

“What is the matter with you, Sally? A little 

MORE, AND YOU WILL BECOME A BALD ROGUE.” 

- Don’t talk nonsense. I have money, so my hair 

FELL OUT. 

After these words, both grinned. And then, 

BEHIND THE COUNTER, A CORK FLEW OUT OF A BOTTLE 


OF CHAMPAGNE. 
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cc Hey, isn’t it a bit early for a drink?” - Morrison 
asked Tiki, while she was carrying champagne. 

The reason for this was simple ： there was nobody 

ELSE IN THE BAR BESIDES THEM WITH SALLY. SPREADING 
THE GLASSES, TlKI ANSWERED ： 

- Mercenaries are not expected. They’re always 

LATE, RIGHT? - AND SMILED. 

“I CAN’T DISAGREE,” MORRISON ANSWERED A LITTLE 
CAUSTICALLY AND SHRUGGED. TlKI POURED CHAMPAGNE 
INTO GLASSES AND LEFT TWO OF THEM TO MORRISON 

and Sally, and carried the other two to the 

COUNTER. 

- For ” Grue’s Cellar"! The first toast happened, 
and Morrison and Sally raised their glasses, 


SMILING. 
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C£ And the little ones have grown a lot.” Grue 

MUST BE DANCING A TWIST IN HEAVEN” SALLY MUMBLED 
A SIP OF CHAMPAGNE AND TURNED TO THE SISTERS — 
THEY WERE BUSY AT THE COUNTER, PREPARING SNACKS. 


- Yeah. 

Gru, after whom the bar was named, was the 

FATHER OF TlKI AND NESTI. And ALSO A REGULAR 
CUSTOMER OF ‘‘BOBBY CELLAR”. 

C£ AnD BY THE WAY ... IT ALL HAPPENED AT THE SAME 
TIME, RIGHT? ， ? WeLL, GrUE’S DEATH ... THAT MESS IN 

Bobby’s Cellar” - Sally said almost in a whisper, as 

IF SHE DIDN’T WANT THE SISTERS TO HEAR. MORRISON 
NODDED SILENTLY. SALLY DID NOT LET UP, AND POURED 
AND POURED WORDS. EITHER THE DRINK WORKED, OR IT 
WAS JUST GLAD THAT THE BELOVED BEER OPENED： - 

Thank you, thank you, Morrison! If you hadn’t 

THROWN THAT JOB WITH LUGGAGE CARRYING, I WOULD 


NOT HAVE SURVIVED. 
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“YOU ALSO SAVED ME WHEN YOU PERSUADED ME TO GO 
WITH YOU，” HE SAID. 

Yes, they were lucky in every sense. If, for the sake 

OF A TEDIOUS JOB, YOU DIDN’T HAVE TO LEAVE THE CITY 
AND LEAVE THE BOBBY CELLAR FORA COUPLE OF DAYS, 
THEY WOULD HAVE HARDLY SURVIVED. 

It all happened, right in the bar. 

Along with the mercenaries, ten more guests 

DRANK, AND SUDDENLY - A MASSACRE! THE BODIES OF 
THE DEAD WERE SO DISFIGURED THAT YOU EVEN DOUBT 
WHETHER IT IS WHO YOU THINK IT IS. 

Of course, a lot of things were going on in the 

CITY, BANDITS AND HOOLIGANS SCURRIED ABOUT 
EVERYWHERE, BUT SUCH ATROCITIES HAD NEVER 
HAPPENED BEFORE. 
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- The whole city was overturned. It’s even scary 

TO REMEMBER. 

- Yeah. There were a lot of things. Even too much. 

Sally didn’t lie. The Bobby’s Cellar massacre 

DIDN’T END THERE. A FEW DAYS BEFORE THE MASSACRE, 
ALL THE PATIENTS AND DOCTORS SUDDENLY 
DISAPPEARED FROM THE LOCAL HOSPITAL AT ONCE. AND 
A LITTLE EARLIER AT AN UNDERGROUND GATHERING AN 
EXPLOSION OCCURRED - THEN GOD KNOWS HOW MUCH 
DIED. It WAS RUMORED THAT THE MAFIA HAD TRIED 
THAT. 

Nell Goldstein died at about the same time. A 

TALENTED GUNSMITH BURNED OUT IN HER OWN STORE. 

And in addition, the father of Tiki and Nesty - 
Grue died. 
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He himself was a mercenary, who ’’picked up’' 

PENNILESS WORK, WHICH NO ONE USUALLY TOOK ON. 

However, Grue was a professional, one to look up 

TO, NOT LIKE THE OTHERS WHO CAME TO THE BAR. AND 

Grue had more strength than others. In 

ADDITION, DESPITE AN INSULTING NICKNAME, HE 
WORKED HARD - HE TRIED TO FEED THREE DAUGHTERS 
AT ONCE. 

And then Morrison remembered Grue’s last 

WORDS ： U l NEED MONEY.” It SEEMS THAT AT THAT TIME 
THE MEDIATOR TRIED TO DISSUADE HIM FROM TAKING 
CONTRACT KILLINGS. 

Contract killings - the job is nowhere more dirty. 
Usually, those mercenaries are taken for it, 

WHICH ALREADY DOESN’T MATTER WHAT KIND OF 
INSTRUCTIONS TO FULFILL. AND THE SAME "JACK OF ALL 
TRADES" ARE TALKING ： HE TOOK IT ONCE, AND THERE 
WILL BE NO TURNING BACK. 
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Morrison respected Grue and did not want him 

TO GET HIS HANDS DIRTY, AND THE MERCENARY HIMSELF 
VOWED THAT HE WOULD NOT TAKE THE CONTRACT 
MURDER. 

But one day Grue’s eldest daughter, Jessica, fell 

ILL WITH A SERIOUS ILLNESS, AND GREW HAD TO GO ON A 
CONTRACT KILL. MORRISON FOUND OUT ABOUT THIS 
TOO LATE, BESIDES A TIDY SUM WAS REQUIRED FOR 
TREATMENT -JUST TAKE IT OUT AND PUT IT DOWN. YOU 
CAN’T JUST FIND A GOOD JOB FOR THE MONEY. 

Grue got to work, but never returned. Someone 

SAID THAT HE DIED AT THE UNDERGROUND GATHERING 
WHERE THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED, BUT THERE WERE NO 
WITNESSES TO THAT. UNDER THE RUBBLE THEY FOUND 
THE BODIES OF DRUG DEALERS, MANY DEAD CUSTOMERS, 
AND SO THE WAR FOR THE TERRITORY BETWEEN THE 
DRUG LORDS ENDED. AND THE INCIDENT IN BOBBY’S 

Cellar happened about two weeks later. 
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And a week before the massacre from the hospital 
where Jessica was, all the patients and doctors 

SUDDENLY DISAPPEARED. IRONICALLY, JESSICA ALSO 
DISAPPEARED, AS IF FOLLOWING GRUE. WHERE SHE IS 
NOW - NO ONE KNOWS TO THIS DAY. 


Gree died, Jessica disappeared, and little Tiki and 
Nesty were left alone. 

They were watched by Morrison and Sally - a 

MEDIATOR AND A MERCENARY, THOSE WHO WERE LUCKY 
ENOUGH TO STAY ALIVE. 

Of course, they could take girls to the 

ORPHANAGE, BUT NO, THEY DECIDED TO CHIP IN AND 
PROVIDE THE LITTLE GIRLS WITH A DECENT FUTURE. 

Maybe some role in this was played by Grue’s fame, 

OR MAYBE HIS FATHER’S INSTINCT WOKE UP AMONG TWO 
AGING BACHELORS, WHEN BOTH SAW CHILDREN WHO 
HAD NOWHERE TO GO. 
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Say what you like, but Morrison and Sally were 

PLEASED WITH THEIR DECISION. ESPECIALLY NOW, WHEN 
THEY SAW HOW THEIR PUPILS GREW. 

cc Hey Morrison” Nesty interrupted the 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THEM, “HOW IS TONY?” 

Morrison saw Sally squint unkindly. 

- Tony? Well, Tony is now ... busy with something, - 

THE INTERMEDIARY ANSWERED EVASIVELY, TO WHICH 
HIS FRIEND MADE A SOUR FACE AND SAID ： 

- Hopefully the moron is dead... If he was alive, I 

WOULD HAVE PLANTED A SHOTGUN IN HIS ASS. 

Nesty was not happy with her words. 

“But Tony helped us with money! Do not say 


that!” 
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- What, for forgiveness? Ha! After all - the plague 
is natural! A moron with a hefty bump! - Sally did 

NOT RELENT, UNTIL SHE RAISED A GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE 
AND KNOCKED IT DOWN HER THROAT. 

Tiki looked in surprise at the guardian and went 

TO THE COUNTER FORA BOTTLE. 

“But he does something ... right?” Papa's partner is 
still ... - Tiki remarked timidly, already pouring 

CHAMPAGNE INTO SALLY’S GLASS. 

He grinned ： 

- Yes, that was the case. These two folks - Tony 

AND GRUE - WERE THE COOLEST HERE. ETERNALLY CALM 

Grue and crazy Tony ... just like in a movie of some 

KIND. I EVEN THOUGHT OF WORKING SOMEHOW WITH 
SOMEONE IN A PAIR, SO AS THEY ARE. THAT’S JUST ... - 

Sally again drained her glass and hit them on the 
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TABLE SO HARD THAT SHE NEARLY BROKE IT. - AND THEN 

next to Tony it became somehow dangerous. Even 

SUPERSTITION HAD GONE UP, PEOPLE BELIEVING TONY IS 
THE CAUSE OF THESE THINGS, THEY SAID IT’S BETTER 
NOT TO WORK WITH THIS ASSHOLE. And DID NOT 
APPROACH HIM AT ALL. BUT TONY, AS IF NOTHING HAD 
HAPPENED, WENT TO THE BAR. AND THEN IT HAPPENED. 

Only Sally and I survived. 

Morrison grimaced, but Sally’s face turned red 

LIKE A TOMATO. 

C£ Have you already drink before you come here?” 
Morrison guessed, and Sally only yawned lazily. 

-A LITTLE BIT. FlVE GLASSES ... ALE AND RUM ... WELL, I 
WAS GLAD, YOU KNOW, MORRISON? I’M LOOKING AT THE 
LITTLE ONES AND EVERYTHING WILL BE FINE! .. I DIDN’T 
WANT TO REMEMBER ANYTHING AT ALL, BUT THEY TAKE 
THEIR YEARS ... AND I REMEMBER, IT WAS ALREADY DEAR 
TO MY HEART ... - SALLY EXPLAINED, AND THEN SHE 
SUDDENLY SWAYED AND FELL FLAT ON THE TABLE. 
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Alcohol had not been her friend before, but now 
Sally, it’s true, was cut down from the half-glass. 
And what is her fault? In the best of times, “Bobby 
Cellar” was there for thirty mercenaries, and 

NOW SOME OF THEM ARE DEAD, SOME OF THEM ARE OLD. 


a F orgive me, the old woman always poisons 

HERSELF AND FALLS ASLEEP，” EXPLAINED TlKI, AND SHE 
JUST SHRUGGED. 

- The party has not started yet, but it has already 

DISCONNECTED ... It’S A PITY EVEN. 

- Come on, in thirty minutes she’ll will wake up. 
Happened already, - objected Morrison. 

And then the bell rang - everyone involuntarily 

LOOKED AT THE DOOR. 


At first they thought, maybe one of the 

MERCENARIES CAME, BUT NO ... 
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c ‘Ah ... umm ...” Tiki was fading, and she could be 

UNDERSTOOD. 

At the threshold stood an unfamiliar guy. 
Extremely skinny, all in tattoos, and only his 

FACE IS WHITE, PALE. In THE HANDS OF A CANE. SUCH A 
GUEST CANNOT BE CALLED ‘‘NORMAL”. 

- Sorry, we have a reservation today. 

Deciding that Tiki should not leave this business, 
Morrison got up and walked over to the boy, and 

HE WAVED HIS HAND AT TlKI, SAYING, DON’T INTERFERE. 

U l UNDERSTAND THAT THE PLACE IS BEAUTIFUL, BUT 
TODAY WE ARE CLOSED.” We PLAN TO FEAST ALL NIGHT 
LONG，” HE TOLD THE GUEST, WAITING FOR HIM TO 
UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS GOING ON. BUT HE ONLY 
LOOKED CAREFULLY AT MORRISON. 
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Waiting for an answer, Morrison did not waste 

TIME IN VAIN - HE CAREFULLY EXAMINED THE GUEST. 

YOU NEVER KNOW WHO HE MIGHT TURN OUT TO BE. 

The boy had a cane in one hand, and a book in the 
other. The cover has faded so much that it is not 

CLEAR WHO THE AUTHOR IS, HOWEVER, THE CAPITAL 
LETTER CLEARLY APPEARED ON IT. MAYBE SOME 
MONOGRAM? HOWEVER, FROM SUCH A DISTANCE 

Morrison could not make out and say for sure. 

“Are you Morrison?” - after a long pause, the guy 
asked. Morrison was surprised because he had not 

YET GIVEN HIS NAME, BUT DECIDED TO NOD. 

- Right ... Do you have business for me? 

C£ I WAS LOOKING FOR YOU ... I HAVE A REQUEST FOR YOU.” 


- Which one? - warily says Morrison. 
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After a pause, the boy sighed and indifferently 

ASKED ： 

C£ Could you introduce me ... to Dante.” 


Morrison caught his breath, but everything in 

HIS HEAD IMMEDIATELY FELL INTO PLACE. A SUSPICIOUS 
GUEST IN FRONT OF HIM IS JUST ONE OF THOSE. 

- Do YOU HAVE A SPECIAL ORDER? - SPECIFIED MORRISON 
JUST IN CASE, AND THE BOY NODDED. 

When a confident and prompt answer is given to 

SUCH A QUESTION ... YES, THE CLIENT’S REQUEST IS 
PRECISELY CONNECTED WITH DEMONS. 

- Excuse me, girls, I have a case here. 

Pulling out his wallet, Morrison went to the 

COUNTER AND PUT SOME BANKNOTES AT THE CASH DESK. 
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C£ Will you come back?” Tiki asked. 

- I DO NOT KNOW. If THE CONVERSATION IS SERIOUS, I 
MAY NOT COME TODAY. BUT THE NEXT DAY -1 WILL. 

Honestly, I promise” Morrison reassured her, and 
Tiki pouted like a child, and then shook her head 

CAPRICIOUSLY. 

- I'm already an adult! 

- It is truth too. - Morrison smiled and turned 

BACK TO THE BOY. - WELL, LET’S GO? He SUGGESTED, 
AND THEY LEFT THE BAR. 

They walked along the streets for a long time ： 
Morrison is in front, the client is behind. 


- Tell me the details along the way. And by the 

WAY, DO YOU HAVE MONEY? - SUDDENLY REMEMBERED 
THE INTERMEDIARY. 
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If the job is really connected with demons, then 
Dante will do everything that is required. He is 

SUCH A HUNTER. 


But the money is still out of place. Even a three- 

year-old CHILD KNOWS THAT YOU HAVE TO PAY FOR 

work. In addition, Dante’s reputation is now to 

HELL, AND EARNINGS WILL NOT HURT HIM. 

The client put his hand in his pocket, took out a 

WAD OF MONEY AND HANDED IT TO MORRISON. 

- This is how much I managed to collect. 

Morrison glanced at the banknotes, and he 

THOUGHT HE WAS BLEEDING FROM NEW PIECES OF 
PAPER. 


Suddenly, someone moaned. 
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Morrison turned around and saw that a man was 

LYING NEARBY, RIGHT ON THE PAVEMENT. THERE ARE 
BLOODY MARKS NEXT TO HIM, AS IF A FIGHT HAD JUST 

ended. But more than this Morrison was 

SURPRISED BY A STRANGE BIRD NEARBY - THERE ARE NO 
SUCH BIRDS IN THESE PARTS. It LOOKS LIKE A HUGE 
VULTURE, BUT WHAT KIND OF BREED? AND NOT TO 

mention ： Morrison has never been fond of birds. 

The client threw up his hand, and the bird, as if 

ON COMMAND, FLEW UP TO HIM AND CLUTCHED ITS SKIN 
IN ITS CLAWS. 

-Your bird? 

But the intermediary was not answered by the 

CLIENT, BUT BY THAT SAME BIRD ： 


“Old man, I’m me.” 
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The foregoing did not resemble a memorized 
phrase. Therefore, the bird said what it wanted. 

Without taking its eyes off Morrison, the bird 

MOVED ITS BEAK. 

“Money is money, you agree old man? Or what, are 

YOU SHOWING DISDAIN? WELL, IF YOU ARE A TENDER 
LITTLE SOUL, YOU CANNOT STAND THE SIGHT OF HUMAN 
BLOOD ... HA HA! WELL, WHAT CAN YOU DO! We’LL TAKE 
IT TO THE BANK AND EXCHANGE IT FOR FRESH ONES!” - 
ANNOUNCED THE BIRD. 

Morrison glanced at the client again. The client 

CALMLY ADDED ： 

-If this seems little ... we will find more. 

Yeah, in the best times of Bobby’s Cellar, bloodied 

MEN DIDN’T WALLOW IN THE STREETS. It TURNS OUT, 

after Morrison entered the bar, someone 
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ATTACKED THE POOR FELLOW AND ROBBED HIM, WHICH 
APPEARED TO BE THIS CLIENT. 

“N0, THAT'S ENOUGH,” MORRISON REASSURED THE 
CLIENT AND STUFFED THE BLOOD-STAINED NOTES INTO 
HIS JACKET POCKET. 

The intermediary should not go into the affairs 

OF THE CLIENT. In ADDITION, THERE IS NO EVIDENCE 
THAT THE CUSTOMER IN FRONT OF HIM IS A ROBBER. So 

Morrison can only do the work. 

“Before going to Dante’s office, I need to drop in 

A COUPLE OF PLACES.” Do YOU MIND? 

The client and the bird were silent. Accepting 

THIS AS CONSENT, MORRISON HEADED FOR THE MAIN 


STREET. 
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Over the past few months, Dante did not have a 

SINGLE NORMAL ORDER, SO THEY CUT HIM OFF 
COMPLETELY AND THOROUGHLY ： WATER, GAS, 
ELECTRICITY AND EVEN A PHONE, AND AFTER ALL, 
CUSTOMERS CONTACTED DANTE JUST BY PHONE. 

Throwing his legs on the table, Dante sat and 

WONDERED HOW MANY NIGHTS HE HAD ALREADY SPENT 
IN THE PRISON CELL, WHEN MORRISON CAME INTO THE 

OFFICE. In difficult times, he always got a job for 
Dante, and he believed him as the most reliable 

INTERMEDIARY. THEREFORE, HE KEPT IN TOUCH FOR 
MANY, MANY YEARS. 

- There is good news and bad news. Where to 
start? - Immediately asked Morrison. 

- NO DIFFERENCE. YOU’LL TELL THEM BOTH” DANTE 


ANSWERED. 
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Morrison sat down on the guest sofa and only 

THEN SPOKE ： 

C£ Well then, let’s start with the bad. Miss Patty 

WAS VERY ANGRY.” 

Hearing Patty, Dante frowned a little. He had 

KNOWN HER FOR TEN YEARS. He MET WHEN THEY 
INSTRUCTED HIM TO WORK AS HER BODYGUARD, AND 
THEN THE GIRL OFTEN VISITED THE AGENCY. AND SHE, 
EVEN THOUGH SHE WAS THE MOST ORDINARY PERSON, 
CONSTANTLY POKED HER NOSE INTO DANTE’S AFFAIRS 
AND TRIED TO PULL HIM SOMEWHERE — TO LIVE AN 
UNUSUAL ''ORDINARY LIFE”. 

- She wanted to invite you to her birthday, but 

THE PHONE IS OFF. 

Dante shrugged. 


Page 丨 2 〇 1 

cc They cut off my phone with light and water” he 

ANSWERED IMMEDIATELY. 

Morrison deliberately slowly looked around the 

GLOOMY OFFICE. 

-Well yes... 

“And the good news?” 

Not to say that he did not like Patty very much. 
It’s just hard to imagine what he would do at a 

PARTY WHERE THE MOST ORDINARY PEOPLE WOULD 
GATHER. 

Morrison grinned. 

-A WORTHWHILE JOB. WlTH ADVANCE PAYMENT. 
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Indeed, the news is excellent. Although Dante 

ALWAYS WALKED WITH EMPTY POCKETS AND DIDN’T 
HAVE ANY PARTICULARLY WARM FEELINGS FOR MONEY, 
BUT RECENTLY HE EVEN FELT ： SOMETHING WAS MISSING. 

In addition, he usually asked what kind of work 

THERE WAS, HOW MUCH THEY PAID, AND ONLY THEN HE 
AGREED, BUT NOW HE PRESSED SO THAT HE WOULD TAKE 
UP ANY BUSINESS. 

- Well. It was enough to live without a normal 

PUSH, - BENDING OVER THE TABLE, DANTE ADMITTED. 

Morrison got up from the sofa, went to the table 

AND LAID OUT SEVERAL SHEETS ON IT. 

C£ I WAS THINKING AND PAID FOR WATER, GAS, 
ELECTRICITY AND A TELEPHONE. OUT OF YOUR 
ADVANCE.” 


Looking at the papers, Dante immediately 

RECOGNIZED THE ACCOUNTS IN THEM. MOREOVER, THE 
NUMBERS THERE WERE IMPRESSIVE. AFTER SCROLLING 
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THROUGH THE PAPERS, DANTE LOOKED AT MORRISON, 
BUT HE ONLY SHRUGGED AND SHOOK HIS HEAD. It SEEMS 
THAT ALMOST THE ENTIRE ADVANCE WAS SPENT ON 
PAYING BILLS. 


Morrison is known to be a man with brains. 
Instead of a mess, Dante often takes on all sorts 

OF PETTY MATTERS AND SECRETLY SETTLES THEM. BUT 
THIS TIME, AS DANTE THOUGHT, THE MAN WITH THE 
BRAINS WENT TOO FAR. No, OF COURSE, IT WAS WORTH 
PAYING THE BILLS, BUT FIRST OF ALL IT WAS WORTH 
POPPING INTO THE FREDDY^ SHOP AND ENJOYING A 

Strawberry Sandae. Dante did not eat it for a 

HUNDRED YEARS. 

And while Dante sighed disappointedly, a light 

CAME ON IN THE OFFICE AND, AS IF ON SIGNAL, THE 
TELEPHONE RANG. 


The bell didn’t promise anything good, but Dante 

PICKED UP THE PHONE ANYWAY, INTRODUCING AS DEVIL 
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may Cry and immediately got Patty's piercing 

SCREAM IN HIS EAR ： 

- Dante? Is that you, Dante? Finally I got 
through! Why aren’t you answering? You’re 

GOING TO COME, GOT IT ?! TODAY IS MY BIRTHDAY! 

Starts at six in the evening! And don’t call me a 
kid anymore! 

Somewhere in the middle of the endless screams, 
Dante could not stand it and hung up. He had 
known Patty fora long time, but still he never 

CEASED TO WONDER HOW SHE HAD THE COURAGE TO 
DRAG HIM TO ALL THESE PARTIES. 

Morrison waited for what would come of this, 

AND LOOKED AT DANTE WITH A WIDE SMILE. THE 
HUNTER HIMSELF WAS ABOUT TO CLARIFY SOMETHING, 
AS THE PHONE RANG AGAIN. It IS NOT KNOWN WHY, BUT 

Dante already knew that it was Patty again. It’s 

STRANGE AFTER ALL ： IT RINGS ALWAYS THE SAME, BUT 
NOW IT’S SOMEHOW UNPLEASANT ... 
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Tired of watching how the phone is shaking from 
calls, Dante could not stand it and pulled out 

THE CABLE. 

a N0W ABOUT THE JOB, MORRISON. YOU HAVE TO HELP 
ME SKIP THE PARTY.” 

The broker smiled and put a cigarette in his 

MOUTH. 

- Okay. I’m afraid I’ll have to inform Madam that 

YOU WON’T COME” HE SAID, AND SUDDENLY POINTED TO 

THE DOOR. Some guy was already standing there. 
When he appeared, it is not clear. - This is the 

CLIENT, HE WILL TELL YOU WHAT AND HOW. AND I NEED 
TO CALL TRISH AND THE LADY” MORRISON ADDED AND 
HEADED FOR THE EXIT. DANTE IMMEDIATELY JUMPED UP 
AND TRIED TO SLOW HIM DOWN ： 


CC HEY! .. I CAN DO IT ALONE!” 
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Workmate Trish and colleague Lady are reliable 

PEOPLE, YOU CAN’T SAY ANYTHING BAD ABOUT THEM. In 
ADDITION, AS SOON AS MORRISON DRAGGED THE ORDER, 
THE HUNTER PERKED UP, SO HE WAS OFFENDED THAT 
THE WORK HAD ALREADY BEEN DIVIDED. 

- So I SAID THAT THE WORK IS WORTHWHILE. YOU WILL 
NEED SOME HELP. 

There is nothing to be done - Dante can only 
watch as Morrison leaves the agency. 

Meanwhile, the client simply stood, leaning his 

BACK AGAINST THE WALL, AND SILENTLY READ THE 

book. Fingers clutched his cane, but the guy did 

NOT LEAN ON IT - THAT MEANS HE COULD WALK LIKE 


THAT. 
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C£ Some kind of eccentric,” Dante thought when he 

SAT BACK IN HIS CHAIR, AND ONLY THEN STARTED A 
CONVERSATION ： 

- Well, introduce yourself at least! 

Only after these words the client stuck to the 

WALL AND MOVED TOWARDS IT. BUT STILL HE DID NOT 
TAKE HIS EYES OFF THE BOOK. 

C ‘I HAVE NO NAME, I AM BUT TWO DAYS OLD” HE 
CONTINUED, AND THEN HE SUDDENLY SLAMMED THE 
BOOK AND STOPPED. A LITTLE JERKING OF THE CORNER 
OF HIS MOUTH, THE CLIENT RAISED HIS EYES AND 

looked Dante in the face. - Just kidding. Call me 

V. 

The name was more like a pseudonym, but Dante 

DIDN’T CARE MUCH. WHEN WORKING AS A MERCENARY, 
YOU ENCOUNTER PEOPLE FROM THE CRIMINAL WORLD, 
AND THEY DON’T GIVE REAL NAMES. 
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- V, YOU SAY? So WHAT KIND OF WORK? DANTE ASKED 
CAREFULLY. 

The client came across as strange ： black hair, 

PALE SKIN, A SLEEVELESS CLOAK, HANDS COVERED IN 
SOME TATTOOS, AND HE DIDN’T NEED A CANE AT ALL. IF 
THERE WAS A PROBLEM WITH THE LEGS, THE GUY WOULD 
LEAN ON IT. 

However, at first glance it was clear ： V is not 
honest. And Morrison, with all his appearance, 

MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE WORK WAS RELATED TO 
DEMONS. 

And V did not deceive Dante’s expectations. 

CC A STRONG DEMON WILL BE RESURRECTED SOON ... I 
NEED YOUR HELP, DANTE.” 
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He grinned. Well still - hit the bull's-eye! But 

WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT A "STRONG" DEMON 
WOULD BE COMING AROUND. 

- They say this to me every day. Strong demon, 

CRUEL DEMON ... THE KING OF DEMONS ... BUT, YOU 
KNOW, THEY WERE NOT SO STRONG, SHEER 
DISAPPOINTMENT. 

Naturally, Dante undertook any work related 
to demons. His calling is this. But often there 

WAS NOTHING TO DO THERE BESIDES A SLASH OR TWO. 

From time to time, chasing another 

OTHERWORLDLY TRIFLE, DANTE WONDERED IF HE 
WOULD BECOME A TERMITE FIGHTER - ALL THE SAME, 
EVERY SINGLE DAY TRAMPLES ALL TRASH. NEITHER GOOD 
NOR PLEASURE. It's LIKE CHEWING GUM. 


But Dante could not allow this otherworldly 

TRIFLE TO DO IN THE WORLD OF PEOPLE EVERYTHING 
THAT SHE WANTED, WHICH IS WHY HE HUNTED THEM. 
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But still, when he heard something about the 

‘‘STRONG’’ AND ‘‘CRUEL DEMON”，HE WANTED TO MEET 
SOMEONE WHO WOULD JUSTIFY SUCH BIG WORDS. BUT 

Dante always easily dealt with the demons and 

THEN WALKED AWAY DISAPPOINTED. 

And after all, he saw many of these, that's why, 

RESPONDING TO THE CLIENT, HE COULD NOT RESTRAIN 
THE RIDICULE. 

''This time, it’s true” V declared with a serious 

LOOK. 

- Hm? Is that so? 

££ ThIS DEMON IS THE REASON ... THE REASON WHY YOU 
FIGHT.” 


It seems an incomprehensible rubbish, but, 

LOOKING AT V, DANTE INSTANTLY REALIZED ： HE KNOWS 
SOMETHING ABOUT HIM. 


Page i2ii 


cc The kid is definitely not a demon ，” Dante sensed 

INWARDLY. U BUT IF NOT A DEMON, THEN WHY DID HE SAY 
THAT?” 

c ‘And what is that demon called?” - asked Dante 

WITH UNUSUAL INTEREST FOR HIM. 

V DROPPED THAT THE ENEMY IS THE ^REASON”. If THE 
CUSTOMER DOES NOT LIE, THEN DANTE, PERHAPS, 

KNOWS WHAT KIND OF DEMON WILL BE RESURRECTED 

there. There are no options, except... 

V SMILED AND CALMLY CALLED HIS NAME. 


CHAPTER 11 : LkDY 
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On the TV screen, a host spoke in a blank tone. 

- ... AS FOR THE HUGE TREE-LIKE OBJECT SEEN IN THE 
CITY, NO NEW INFORMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED YET. 

According to the police, the officers are in place 

AND ARE DEVELOPING A FURTHER PLAN OF ACTION... 

Behind the back of the speaker, pictures flickered 

- SHOTS FROM THE SCENE ： A GIANT SOMETHING THAT 
LOOKED LIKE A TREE SPREAD OUT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

city. So huge! And still it seemed that the 

TELEVISION PEOPLE WERE SHOWING ONLY PART OF 
SOMETHING INCREDIBLE. 

- And what, do you need to cut it out? The Lady 
asked Morrison when she muffled the volume on 

THE TELEVISION. THE MEDIATOR STOOD LEANING 
AGAINST THE WALL AND SMOKING A CIGARETTE. 


Page 1 213 


''Essentially, yes.” Defeat the big shot inside and 

THE TERRIBLE TREE WILL DISAPPEAR” EXPLAINED 

Morrison. 

Lady was slightly surprised and sent another 

QUESTION IN PURSUIT ： 

“Why do you need me?” 

Although Morrison is an intermediary, he rarely 

WORKED WITH LADY. No, HE KNEW THAT THE LADY WAS 
COLLABORATING WITH OTHER INTERMEDIARIES, 

VARIOUS INFORMANTS, SO SHE ALWAYS HAD ENOUGH 
WORK, MOREOVER, MORRISON HAS SOME FIRST-CLASS 
OPTIONS, SUCH AS DANTE. 

And if Dante gets to work, then to invite Lady - it 

MAKES NO SENSE. 

C£ I ALREADY TURNED TO DANTE，” MORRISON EXPLAINED, 
EXHALING A SMOKE. He UNDERSTOOD THE LADY’S 
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QUESTION PERFECTLY. - BUT HE HIMSELF CAN’T DO IT. So 
I’M CALLING YOU ... AND ALSO TrISH. 

Hearing that Trish enters the game, Lady could 

NOT HIDE HER SURPRISE. AFTER ALL, SHE, THE 
COMPANION OF DANTE AND THE CONSTANT COMPANION 

of the Lady, was incredibly strong, although she 

DID NOT REACH THE LEVEL OF DANTE HIMSELF. 

“Morrison ... do you want to smash the whole 
city?” What should I do with such a composition? 

It is hard to imagine that Dante could not cope 

WITH SOMETHING. AND IF YOU GIVE HIM TRISH AS A 
COMPANION, THEN EVEN THE HELL LORDS WONT FARE. 

U l UNDERSTAND YOUR CONCERN, AND DANTE SAID HE 
COULD HANDLE IT HIMSELF, BUT ...” MORRISON TOOK A 
DEEP BREATH. - THE PREMONITION IS VERY LOUSY. 

Intuition tells us ： something will go wrong” he 

FINISHED AND EXHALED SUCH A CLOUD OF SMOKE THAT 
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the Lady could not see anything at all for some 

TIME. 

It’s generally difficult to meet with her ： you 

NEED TO ASK IN ADVANCE AND COME AT EXACTLY THE 
APPOINTED TIME AND PLACE. 

“But what could happen?” How many self- 
proclaimed DEMON LORDS WERE THERE! SHE HERSELF 
KILLED AN ENTIRE CROWD，” LADY REMINDED. SHE KNEW 
FROM THE VERY BEGINNING THAT THE MEDIATOR HAD 
COME TO HER TO ENTRUST THE MURDER OF THE NEXT 
RESURRECTED ‘‘LORD OF HELL”. ''SUPPOSE THIS TIME 
SOMEONE IMPORTANT ... BUT DANTE HAS ALREADY 
DEALT WITH SUCH.” 

Once Trish told Lady about Dante’s past. About 

HOW THE DEMON KING MUNDUS, THE EMPEROR OF THE 
UNDERWORLD, KILLED DANTE’S MOTHER AND HE AND 
HIS TWIN BROTHER HAD TO FLEE. TWENTY YEARS LATER, 
THE DEMON HUNTER DEFEATED THE KING AND AVENGED 


HIS MOTHER. 
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Morrison knew that story too, and still 

SOMETHING TOLD HIM THAT THE UPCOMING EVENTS 
SMELL LIKE GASOLINE. He WANTS TO PLAY IT SAFE. 

C ‘I HEARD THAT OLD AGE MAKES PEOPLE COWARDS. BUT 
YOU’RE NOT AN OLD MAN YET HUH? - LADY WAS 
SURPRISED, AND MORRISON CHUCKLED DRYLY AT HER 
REMARK ： 

- Do YOU WANT TO CHECK? 

Having exchanged pleasantries, Lady and 
Morrison smiled at each other. And again, there 

WAS PEACE BETWEEN THEM, BECAUSE MORRISON ONLY 
CARRIED PEACE. PEACE AND SERENITY. 

- Okay, like I told you everything. I’ll come 

TOMORROW, DON’T STAY UP LATE” MORRISON ORDERED, 
HEADING FOR THE DOOR. 
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C ‘I WONDER WHAT BOTHERS YOU SO MUCH?” - ASKED THE 

Lady after. 

Morrison stopped. 

“The city itself ，” he answered and left. 

- City? - echoed the Lady and looked at the TV 

SCREEN, WHERE THERE WAS A NEWS RELEASE ALREADY 
WITHOUT SOUND. IN THE CORNER OF THE VIDEO 
FLAUNTED A PLATE WITH THE CAPTION: ”A MYSTERIOUS 
PHENOMENON IN RED GRAVE, 

When the Lady saw what kind of city it was, she 

GASPED FOR BREATH. 

- Dante’s pistols! 

And after all, not so long ago she spoke with 
Dante about Nell Goldstein. 
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“Did she make your pistols? Nell Goldstein?” 

The lady asked for a reason ： her familiar 

GUNSMITH ALSO BORE THE NAME GOLDSTEIN. 


- What’s the matter? - asked Dante, to which the 
Lady told him about a friend named Rock 
Goldstein. 

If you think about it, then Dante’s facial 

EXPRESSION SOMEHOW ... CHANGED. AND THEN HE 
SUDDENLY BEGAN TO QUESTION ABOUT A COMPLETE 
STRANGER TO HIM. He WAS ESPECIALLY WORRIED 
WHETHER THIS ROCK GOLDSTEIN WAS A GOOD 
GUNSMITH. 

U l THINK ... NOT BAD. BUT CERTAINLY NOT FIRST-CLASS. I 
ONLY ORDER SERVICE, IT SEEMS TO BE NOTHING MORE …” 

- Lady answered honestly. 
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And such an assessment was quite fair. Rock is 

NOT BAD, BUT HIS DAUGHTER WILL BE BETTER. 

Recently, Lady entrusted the work to her. 

C£ Do YOU THINK HE WILL FIX IT?” DANTE ASKED AND 
SHOWED THE LADY HIS PAIR OF PISTOLS. 

- Correct it? Did something break? 

- Well no. Better tell me where to find this Rock. 

Lady did not understand what exactly Dante 

HAD SOUGHT FROM HER, BUT STILL GLANCED AT THE 

pistols. And she managed to notice that the name 

WAS CARVED ON THE CASE ... REDGRAVE? 

But all this is... vague memories. 

But then what do these coincidences mean? Lady, 

NOT KNOWING ANYTHING ABOUT DANTE’S PAST, COULD 


ONLY GUESS... 


Say what you like, but Morrison is great at what 

HE DOES. 

He did not just immediately accept V’s order, in 

FACT, A MAN HE KNEW LITTLE, BUT INSTANTLY 
CONTACTED DANTE, LADY, AND TrISH. And TO 
EVERYTHING ELSE, HE FOUND A HELICOPTER TO THROW 
THEM IN PLACE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

NO MATTER WHAT YOU SAY, MORRISON ALWAYS HAS 
EVERYTHING. 

For this reason, V thought it was possible to sort 

THINGS OUT SOMEHOW. 

- How IT STINKS ... - LOOKING AROUND THE DISTRICT, 

Lady complained. She spoke of a mysterious tree 

THAT SUDDENLY GREW IN THE CENTER OF RED GRAVE. 

Of course, V and his hired hunters without any 

PROBLEMS BROKE THROUGH TO THE GOAL, HAD DELAYED 
EVEN A LITTLE, THE PATH WOULD HAVE BECOME MANY 
TIMES MORE DIFFICULT, SO MORRISON STILL DESERVED 
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THANKS. And he will receive it when the case ends 

SUCCESSFULLY. 

c ‘It stinks of garbage ，” Dante agreed with a nod. 

But only V reliably knew that the giant tree had 

SPROUTED FROM HELL ITSELF AND INSIDE IT THERE WAS 
A PASSAGE LEADING TO THE UNDERWORLD, BUT HE DID 
NOT TELL ANYONE ABOUT IT. And DANTE AND HIS 
COMPANIONS ONLY RECEIVED INFORMATION THAT ONE 
OF THE LORDS OF HELL WOULD RISE HERE. 

The company headed straight for the tree, when 

SUDDENLY THE EARTH TREMBLED UNDERFOOT AND A 
FIERCE HOWL SOUNDED - AND THIS VERY DEMON WOKE 
UP FROM A DREAM. 

Perhaps he did not recover fully, and if Dante, 
Trish, Lady and V attack at once, they may be able 
to kill him. Nevertheless, V knew perfectly well 

THAT SUCH AN OUTCOME WAS TOO OPTIMISTIC. 
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“What strength ...” V muttered. 


Dante, grinning, turned to him. 


C£ YoU WOULD BLOW YOUR LEGS, V. YOU WANNA GO 
BACK?” 

Perhaps V would have used these words earlier, 

BUT NOW, DEEP DOWN, HE AGREED WITH THEM. 

a WELL ... THEN SEE IT FOR YOURSELF，” HE SAID, TURNED 
AROUND AND HURRIED OUT OF THIS PLACE. SOON HE 
WAS CAUGHT UP BY A BIRD, AND WITH GREAT SURPRISE 

asked Lady ： 

-Hey! Are you just running away like that? 

And the bird strewed all the way with taunts 

AND REPROACHES. NEITHER HIS FORMER PRIDE, NOR HIS 
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FORMER ARROGANT SELF-CONFIDENCE, WAS LEFT WITH A 
DROP. 

C£ Apparently, we need help. Lets bring that man” 

- The man? Are you talking about Nero, or what? 
Yes, forget it! He is without a hand! Have you 

FORGOTTEN? WHAT GOOD IS IT? 

The bird didn’t lie ： Nero really didn’t recover 

AND WAS NOT READY TO FIGHT. BUT EVEN SO, THERE’S 
MORE HELP FROM HIM THAN FROM V HIMSELF. 

a I CANNOT HELP DANTE - I WILL ONLY BE AN ANNOYING 
HINDRANCE. BUT THE BLOOD OF SPARDA FLOWS IN 

Nero’s veins, and it’s quite possible to increase 

THE CHANCES OF SUCCESS, EVEN BY A FRACTION OF A 
PERCENT” V THOUGHT, WONDERING WHO HE WOULD 
HAVE TO DEAL WITH. He HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO HOPE 


FOR THIS OPTION. 
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Having hardly left the opening leading to hell, V 

WANDERED TO MORRISON - HE WAS WAITING NEARBY AT 
THE HELICOPTER. IF YOU USE A TURNTABLE, YOU CAN 
QUICKLY FLY TO FORTUNA AND BACK. 

-Just don’t say that everything is much worse 

THAN YOU THOUGHT? - THE BIRD ASKED CAUTIOUSLY, 

TO WHICH V CONFIDENTLY NODDED. 


Trish is not a human. 


She is a demon created by the demon Emperor 
Mundus. 

Betrayed by the dark knight Sparda and sealed in 
hell, Mundus for many years was waiting for a 

CHANCE TO BE REBORN. It DIDN’T LET HIM REGAIN ALL 
HIS STRENGTH, BUT HE MANAGED TO GATHER UNDER 
THE BANNER OF A HORDE OF DEMONS. AND THE FIRST 
THING HE DID AFTER THAT WAS REVENGE ON THE 
TRAITOR. 

The dark knight, the sworn enemy of Mundus, 

COULD NOT BE FOUND, BUT THE HENCHMEN OF THE 
LORD REPORTED THAT THEY HAD FOUND WHERE THE 
WIFE AND CHILDREN OF SPARDA LIVED. THE EMPEROR 
WAS NEVER FAMOUS FOR KINDNESS AND DID NOT SPARE 
THE FAMILY OF THE TRAITOR. 
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Having received an order from the lord, the 

HENCHMEN OF MUNDUS WENT TO THE WORLD OF 
PEOPLE, FOUND EVA, THE WIFE OF SPARDA, AND KILLED 
HER, BUT MISSED THE SONS. THIS ALARMED THE DEMON 
EMPEROR. 


He knew that Dante and Vergil, the sons of 
Sparda, would surely one day come and avenge 

THEIR FATHER. 

Therefore, Mundus, day after day, year after 

YEAR, LOOKED FOR THEM. 

The elder brother was found first - Vergil. 

He did not hide where he came from and who, but 

SIMPLY WANDERED AROUND THE WORLD. MUNDUS SENT 
COUNTLESS KILLERS TO VERGIL, BUT THEY ALL DIED 
FROM THE YAMATO, THE LEGACY OF SPARDA. VERGIL 
MASTERFULLY HANDLED THE KATANA AND DID NOT 
LEAVE ANY CHANCE TO THE ENEMIES. In ADDITION, 
Mundus, LOCKED IN HELL, COULD NOT SEND ENOUGH 
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STRONG SERVANTS TO THE WORLD OF PEOPLE TO DEAL 
WITH THE SON OF SPARDA. 

But the youngest son, named Dante, acted 

DIFFERENTLY ： CHANGED HIS NAME AND BEGAN TO LIVE 
AN ORDINARY HUMAN LIFE. 

MuNDUS DID NOT FIND HIM IMMEDIATELY - UNTIL TEN 
YEARS AFTER THE MURDER OF EVA - AND AT FIRST HE 
SIMPLY SUSPECTED DANTE OF A CERTAIN PERSON. 

That man was called Tony Redgrave. 

Mundus sent lower demons to him, and Tony 

WIPED THEM INTO POWDER. THIS WAS THE PROOF ： TONY 

is Dante. Well, who else can deal with even 

LOWER, BUT DEMONS? 

Then the emperor decided to create in the name 

OF REVENGE A DEMON THAT WOULD OVERSHADOW THE 
POWER OF ALL HIS MINIONS. 
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And he created, but previously carefully studied 
how Dante, Vergil and Sparda fight. And the 

ARMOR FOR THE NEW DEMON WAS FORGED BY THE 
INFERNAL SMITH MaCHIAVELLI. The CREATED DEMON, 
HARDENED IN HELLFIRE AND CLAD IN STRONG ARMOR, 
RECEIVED THE NAME '’BLACK KNIGHTS' AND THEY WERE 
NOT AFRAID OF ANYONE. 

The black knights hunted Tony Redgrave fora 

LONG TIME AND ALREADY DROVE HIM INTO A CORNER, 
BUT NEVERTHELESS SUFFERED A DEFEAT. 

Mundus CONTINUED HIS EXPERIMENTS AND CREATED 
TIME AFTER TIME NEW BLACK KNIGHTS, BUT THEY STILL 
COULD NOT KILL EITHER VERGIL OR DANTE, WHO WAS 
HIDING UNDER THE NAME TONY. 

Whatever you say, any material has its limit. And 

THERE ARE LIMITS TO THE CAPABILITIES OF THE 
SERVANTS OF THE DEMON LORD. To DEFEAT DANTE, 

Mundus did not have enough strength. 
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It so happened that the sons of Sparda crossed 

AND TRIED TO KILL EACH OTHER, AND THEN IT DAWNED 

on Mundus ： here, here is the material for the new 
demon! 

During his wanderings, Vergil somehow 

DISCOVERED THE SEAL OF SPARDA. WlTH IT’S HELP, THE 
LEGENDARY KNIGHT CLOSED THE BORDER BETWEEN THE 
WORLDS, SEALED HIS STRENGTH AND STAYED WITH 

humans. Vergil was seduced by this power and 

DECIDED TO GET IT, AND DANTE WENT AGAINST HIS 
BROTHER, BELIEVING THAT VERGIL WAS OVERLY 
OBSESSED WITH THE IDEA OF POWER. 

To REMOVE THE SEAL, IT WAS NECESSARY TO CONNECT 
THE AMULETS OF THE TWO BROTHERS, AND VERGIL 
NATURALLY TRIED TO TAKE THE AMULET OF DANTE, 
WHICH HE COULD NOT AGREE WITH. 

As SOON AS THE MINIONS REPORTED ON THE OUARREL 
BETWEEN THE SONS OF SPARDA, MUNDUS DECIDED TO 
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WATCH THEM. He DID NOT INTERVENE, AND WHOEVER 
HE SENT TO THEM, THEY WILL SWEEP AWAY EVERYONE IN 
THEIR PATH. 

Then Mundus realized that the disagreement of 

THE BROTHERS WAS IN HIS HAND. AND HE DID NOT LOSE ： 

Vergil and Dante fought not for life, but for 

DEATH, AND VERGIL LOST. 

But a pleasant surprise happened a little later ： 

THE LAST BATTLE BETWEEN THE BROTHERS TOOK PLACE 

IN HELL. And the elder stayed there with an 

AMULET. 

Dante, on the other hand, received a piece of 
Sparda’s power, however, the true power of these 

THINGS WAS REVEALED ONLY WITH AN AMULET. 

Meanwhile, Vergil, who remained in hell, found 

OUT ABOUT THE EXISTENCE OF MUNDUS AND 
CHALLENGED HIM, ALTHOUGH FATIGUE AND SEVERE 
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WOUNDS EXHAUSTED HIM. THIS WAS EXPLOITED BY THE 
LORD OF DEMONS. 

Vergil was strong, and if it weren’t for the 

WOUNDS, HE MAY HAVE SURELY DEFEATED MUNDUS, 
WHO DIDN’T RISE BECAUSE HE DIDN’T COMPLETELY 

REVIVE. And so Mundus without much difficulty 

TOOK THE EXHAUSTED VERGIL AS HIS PRISONER. 

It was Sparda’s eldest son who became the very 

MATERIAL FOR THE NEW BLACK KNIGHT. And HE 
TURNED OUT TO BE THE BEST CREATED. HlS POWER WAS 
PHENOMENAL, AND THE OTHER KNIGHTS WERE NO 
MATCH FOR HIM. 

Mundus called his creation Nelo Angelo. And 

ALTHOUGH THE NEW BLACK KNIGHT WAS INCREDIBLY 
STRONG, HE PRACTICALLY DID NOT GIVE IN TO CONTROL 
AND REPRESENTED A DANGER TO THE LORD. 

He felt that Vergil, who had become the nucleus 

FOR THE BODY OF A KNIGHT, DID NOT OBEY HIM, AND 
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THEN MUNDUS GAVE THE AMULET THAT HE HAD 
PREVIOUSLY TAKEN AWAY TO THE NEW SERVANT. It 
SEEMS THAT THE AMULET SYMBOLIZED THE POWER THAT 

Vergil so passionately craved, and therefore, 

HAVING RECEIVED THE GIFT, HE BOWED HIS HEAD 
BEFORE MUNDUS AND REALLY BECAME NELO ANGELO. 

Mundus WAS NOW READY FOR REVENGE. 

However, the emperor did not immediately send a 

NEW TOY INTO BATTLE, OH NO. As YOU KNOW, DEMONS 
ARE NOT ABLE TO SHOW THEIR TRUE STRENGTH IN THE 
WORLD OF PEOPLE, SO DANTE STILL HAD TO BE LURED TO 



And for this, Mundus created another demon. 


Trish became that demon. 


Created in the image and likeness of Dante’s 
mother, Eva. It was assumed that it would be 
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EASIER FOR MUNDUS TO CONVINCE DANTE IN THIS NEW 


CREATION, BECAUSE HE DESPERATELY MISSED HIS 
mother. And Trish BRILLIANTLY FULFILLED THE 
MISSION ASSIGNED TO HER, BROUGHT DANTE TO THE 

island of Mallet, and then, together with other 

DEMONS, TRIED TO KILL HIM. 

When Trish regained consciousness, before her 

EYES WERE STILL FLICKERING PICTURES OF HER FIRST 
MEETING WITH DANTE. 

a AND HOW MUCH DID I SLEEP?” 

Rising, she looked around and saw Lady ： she fell 

ON ONE KNEE AND WAS ALREADY PANTING. 

- Woke up, finally? She asked in a low voice. 

a A LITTLE MORE, AND ALMOST INTO THE COFFIN，” SHE 
THOUGHT, STRAINING HER LEG MUSCLES. ^Is MY DREAM, 
COLLECTED FROM FRAGMENTS AND IMAGES, A SIGN OF 
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death?” These are the memories of all those from 

WHOM THEY CREATED ME ... So BRIGHT ... SO FRESH ... 

Probably, they thought that way, all those 

DEMONS LIVED THAT BECAME A PART OF ME. ’’ 


- How are you? Lady asked again. 

Trish nodded silently and turned to face the 

ENEMY 

- Lousy. 

Both again rushed into battle, and their enemy 

SAT QUIETLY ON A WICKER THING THAT LOOKED LIKE A 
THRONE, AND WAS NOT GOING TO GET UP. 

Their enemy is Urizen. 


It was him who needed to be killed, and for this 
Morrison hired Trish, Lady and Dante. 


Page 1 235 


But Trish and the Lady decided that they had 

BEEN GIVEN THE ORDER-JUST TO SPIT, AND GALLOPED 
FORWARD, LEAVING DANTE BEHIND, BUT FATE WAS NOT 
FAVORABLE TO THEM. URIZEN GAVE A FITTING REBUFF. 

a THIS IS NO TIME TO BE GREEDY!” - THREW THE LADY 
AND FIRED A FULL CLIP OF ROCKETS - THEY ESCAPED 
FROM THE HEFTY ROCKET LAUNCHER KALINA ANN AND 
FLEW TO THE ENEMY. HOWEVER, TrISH RUSHED TO 

Urizen. 

But he did not even jerk, although the rockets 

EXPLODED ONE AFTER ANOTHER. 

He did not twitch. 

Some strange thing flew in front of him and 

REFLECTED ALL THE ATTACKS OF LADY AND TRISH. And 
THE SAME THING STOPPED ALL THE MISSILES TO ONE. 

Noticing this, Trish waved Sparda’s sword - she 
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RECEIVED WEAPONS FROM DANTE HIMSELF. INITIALLY, 
THE PLAN WAS AS FOLLOWS ： LADY FIRED ROCKETS IN 
Urizen, and Trish ATTACKS WITH A SWORD. 

But the idea failed ： he beat off all the shells 

WITH A STRANGE THING AND LAUNCHED A SHOCK WAVE 
IN RESPONSE, WHICH SCATTERED THE GIRLS TO WHERE, 
HAVING PREVIOUSLY FIRMLY PRINTED ON THE ROCKY 
WALLS OF THE TREE. 

“Don’t even think about it ，” Urizen growled 

OMINOUSLY, AND THE HUNTERS ? HAIR STOOD ON END 
FROM HIS VOICE. 

Trish immediately got to her feet and gathered 

STRENGTH IN HER RIGHT HAND AND GRABBED 
SOMETHING. 

It was Artemis - the diabolical rifle gun that 
Dante gave her. Another creation of the 

INFERNAL FORGE MaCHIAVELLI, CAPABLE OF RELEASING 
COUNTLESS LIGHT ARROWS. And THE a STONE” THAT 
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COVERED TRISH’S HAND IS THE SAME MATERIAL FROM 
WHICH ARMOR WAS PREPARED FOR THE BLACK KNIGHTS. 

We can say that Artemis and the Black Knights 

ARE THE CLOSEST RELATIVES. 

“What do you say to that ?!” 

Light arrows parted in the air with an umbrella, 

SURROUNDED URIZEN AND RUSHED TOWARDS HIM. 

Trish sincerely believed that a strange thing 

PROTECTING THE ENEMY COULD NOT COPE WITH A 
MASSIVE ATTACK... 

But she was disappointed - a new shock wave 

KNOCKED DOWN ALL THE ARROWS TO ONE AND AGAIN 

threw Trish away - she hit the wall from all 

OVER. 

-It cannot be ... such power... 
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TRISH IS HARD TO SURPRISE ： SHE WAS BORN IN THE 
WORLD OF DEMONS AND SAW MANY STRANGE 
CREATURES. TAKE THE SAME EMPEROR WHO FELL AT THE 

hands of Dante ； take the same ruler of the island 
of Dumary and his minions ... Whatever you think 

OF, ALL ARE POWERFUL DEMONS. At TIMES, ONLY 
RUMORS OF THEIR FAME REACHED TrISH, BUT EACH OF 
THEM WAS A UNIQUE AND POWERFUL INDIVIDUAL. 

Only until this day, Trish had never heard of 
Urizen. 

However, she would not have been too surprised 

IF SHE HAD FOUND OUT THAT A NEW DEMON HAS 
ENTERED INTO HELL. BUT SO POWERFUL, WITH SUCH 
POWER... 

- Dante... 


Still thinking who this Urizen is, Trish fell to 

THE GROUND AND LOST CONSCIOUSNESS. 


CHAPTER 1U: NERO 
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When Nero opened his eyes, there was already 

SOME STRANGE GUY NEXT TO HIM. 

Noticing him, Nero was wary - what if this one 

GRABBED HIS RIGHT HAND? THE STRANGER SMILED AT 

Nero ： 

cc Apparently, you managed to recover ，” the guy 
said. 

Nero looked at him and noticed that his hands 

WERE ALL IN TATTOOS, BUT HIS FACE WAS PALE AND 
CLEAN ； HOLDS A CANE IN ONE HAND AND AN OLD BOOK 
IN THE OTHER. AND BY THE WAY, THE WINDOW BEHIND 
THE GUY STOOD WIDE OPEN. 

£C THEY LOCKED THE DOOR, I HAD TO USE THE WINDOW，” 
THE GUY EXPLAINED BEFORE NERO ASKED, AND, 
WITHOUT WAITING FOR INVITATIONS, SAT DOWN NEXT 
TO THE BED. - CALL ME V. THIS IS MY NAME” THE 
STRANGER INTRODUCED HIMSELF. 
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For some reason, Nero tensed and squinted at his 

RIGHT HAND - IT ALWAYS LET HIM KNOW IF THERE WAS A 
DEMON NEARBY. A GOOD BONUS... ONLY THERE IS NO 
MORE HAND, AND IN ITS PLACE, STARTING FROM THE 
ELBOW, - THE STUMP IS BANDAGED. 

For several days he lay in a coma, and so the 

MEMORIES OF EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED WERE 
FRAGMENTARY. THAT IS, HE WOKE UP - BUT HIS HAND 
WERE GONE. AND AS HE WOKE UP WITHOUT A HAND, HE 
DID NOT PUT UP WITH IT, ALTHOUGH TWO DAYS HAD 
ALREADY PASSED. So IT TURNED OUT THAT NERO WAS 
LOOKING AT V WITH AN ANNOYED LOOK, AND HE 
UNKINDLY ASKED ： 

“Who else are you?” 

C£ I KNOW THE ONE WHO STOLE YOUR HAND，” SAID V. 


-What? 
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“That demon ... consumed Yam at o, hidden in your 

HAND, AND GAINED INCREDIBLE POWER.” DANTE IS 
ALREADY HEADING TOWARDS HIM. 


- How DO YOU KNOW? NERO ASKED. 

Vi SIGHED AND ANSWERED ： 

a I KNOW, AFTER ALL, THE SAME DEMON HUNTER DANTE. 

And for a long time, I pursue the one ... who took 

YOUR HAND. That's WHY I TOLD YOU” V LOOKED AT 

Nero. a I asked Dante for help, I wanted to borrow 

HIS STRENGTH, BECAUSE I ALONE COULD NOT DO IT 

alone ... However, the demon was more powerful 

THAN I EXPECTED,” HE ADDED AND NODDED TOWARDS 
THE STUMP OF NERO. - I ADVISE YOU TO COME. DANTE 
MAY NEED HELP. 


Nero grinned ： 


- Dante and needs help? Is this a joke? 
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Once Dante saved Nero’s life - no more, no less. In 
addition, Nero had to face off with a famous 

DEMON HUNTER, AND HE KNEW ： DANTE WOULDN’T BE SO 
OVERWHELMED. THERE IS NO ENEMY THAT DANTE 
WOULD NOT DEFEAT. 

V SILENTLY PUT OUT HIS HAND. NERO WAS WARY, BUT 
THEN HE NOTICED THAT THE TATTOOS ON HIM 
SOMEHOW STRANGELY CHANGE. FINALLY, A SHADOW 
SEPARATED FROM THE HAND AND TURNED INTO A BIG 
BIRD. He CALMLY GOT UP, AND THEN SANK INTO V’S 
HAND WITH THE APPEARANCE THAT HE WAS ALWAYS 
SITTING THERE, AND THEN, MEASURING NERO WITH A 
LOOK, HE SPOKE ： 

- Boy, why don’t you understand yet? Get ready, 
jerk! - IT CROAKED. 


Nero squinted at V. 
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“We don’t have time ，” he calmly remarked, and 

SILENTLY, WITHOUT EXPLANATION, TURNED TO THE 
WINDOW. “DO WHAT I ASK, AND THAT’S ENOUGH. Or DO 
YOU THINK YOU CAN’T WIN WITHOUT YOUR HAND?” 

Nero gritted his teeth. 

He did not want to dance to the tune of this 

STRANGE PERSON, WHICH IN FACT COULD TURN OUT TO 
BE A DEVIL, BUT NO MATTER WHAT, NERO OWED DANTE. 

And if the man with the bird did not lie, it turns 

OUT THAT HE, NERO, WITH HIS HELP WILL BE ABLE TO 
GET TO THE SWORN ENEMY. 

And not to say that without a demonic hand, 
Nero is completely useless. Even during the days 
of the Order, Nero did not use the right hand at 

ALL, HE HID IT IN BANDAGES, TELLING EVERYONE THAT 
HE WAS INJURED, AND IN THE MEANTIME HE HAD DONE 
SO WELL WITH DEMONS WITH ONE LEFT ARM. 


- We need to grab a weapon - Nero said 
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Naturally, without a weapon I cannot fight. I 

NEED TO GET TO THE GARAGE AND NOT GET CAUGHT IN 
THE EYES OF KYRIE AND NlCO. PlCK UP THE BLUE ROSE ， 

the Red Queen, and then... 

C£ Hurry up” V and his bird urged in. 


And now, having dealt with the demons who 

DECIDED TO BLOCK HIS PATH, DANTE GOT TO THE GOAL. 

cc Hey, are you the king of this garbage dump?” He 

ASKED, LOOKING AROUND. 

Lady and Trish decided to go ahead, and now 

THEY’RE LYING UNCONSCIOUS BY THE WALL. AND THE 
DEMON DIDN’T EVEN MOVE HIS ASS OFF THE THRONE. 

“Not bad. These are two of the strongest women 

IN THE WORLD YOU JUST DEFEATED” 

Dante did not joke ： there are no equals in demon 

HUNTING TO LADY AND TRISH. And WE MUST REMEMBER 
THAT IT WAS THEY WHO ALWAYS TOOK THE PREY FROM 

under Dante’s nose. 
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C£ Okay, well, let’s finish here as soon as POSSIBLE” - 
Dante took out two pistols from the holster and 

AIMED AT THE DEMON. ‘‘SEEMS LIKE I HIT THE JACKPOT.” 

When V spoke the name of the target, Dante 

ALREADY KNEW WHO HE WOULD HAVE TO DEAL WITH, 
ALTHOUGH AT HEART HE REFUSED TO PUT UP WITH IT. 

He should not have risen. It is simply not possible. 

But if the Lady and Trish so easily lost to him, it 

TURNS OUT THAT DANTE CAN ONLY ADMIT ： THE DEMON 
IN FRONT OF HIM IS THE SAME. 

CC DaNTE …” THE DEMON ON THE THRONE BROKE THE 
SILENCE. 

And he knew perfectly well who Dante was. Of 
course! The demon himself is the reason Dante is 

STILL FIGHTING. That's WHAT V SAID. 
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“YOU SHOULD’VE STAYED DEAD” DANTE REMARKED, BUT 
THE DEMON DID NOT ANSWER HIM. ''OKAY, TIME TO 
SEND YOU BACK TO HELL!” 

Scorching immediately from the two pistols, 
Dante rushed to the enemy. And although there 

ARE NO GUNS MORE RAPID IN THE WORLD THAN NELL 

Goldstein’s masterpieces, none of the bullets 

PASSED THE BARRIER CREATED BY THE STRANGE THING 
HOVERING IN FRONT OF THE DEMON. It SWIFTLY 
BLOCKED ALL ATTACKS, AS IF THE BARRIER HAD ITS OWN 
FREE WILL. 

- Huh, what’s up with this guy 

Deciding that the demon could not be reached 

WITH BULLETS, DANTE REMOVED PUT HIS PISTOLS AWAY 
AND GRABBED THE HANDLE OF THE REHELLION, WHICH 
WAS HANGING BEHIND HIM. WITHOUT A DOUBT, THE 

Rebellion is Dante’s favorite sword and the first- 


class DEMONIC WEAPON WITH WHICH HE PASSED 
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THROUGH FIRE, ICE AND ALL KINDS OF DEMONIC 
GARBAGE. 

Dante, holding his sword in front of him, rushed 

FORWARD, BUT A STRANGE THING REPULSED THIS 
ATTACK. 

And now it was already out of the ordinary. 
There is no weapon or creature in the world 

THAT THE REBEL CANNOT EVEN SCRATCH. 


C£ And that’s all?” The mysterious demon emperor 

ASKED. 

You COULDN’T UNDERSTAND WHO HE WAS FROM THE 
STRANGLED VOICE, BUT IF YOU RECALL HOW EASILY HE 
REPELLED DANTE’S ATTACK, THERE’S ONLY ONE OPTION 


££ And where did you get such strength?” He asked, 

AND THE DEMON GRINNED. a LAUGH WHILE YOU CAN, IT 
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WONT LAST LONG!” DANTE SNAPPED AND AWAKENED 
THE POWER THAT WAS SLEEPING IN HIM. THE SAME 
FORCE HE COULDN’T CONTROL IN CHILDHOOD AND 
WHICH SHOWED ITSELF WHEN DANTE WAS ON THE 
BRINK OF DEATH. The STRENGTH THAT WAS GIVEN TO 
HIM BY THE BLOOD OF A DEMON FLOWING IN THE VEINS 
OF THE HEIR TO SPARDA. 

Dante had transformed from a man into a demon. 
And that was his true form. 

He remembered this power only in exceptional 

CASES, BECAUSE HE STUBBORNLY CONSIDERED HIMSELF A 
HUMAN, NOT A DEMON. He WAS SICK OF TURNING INTO 
SOMETHING ELSE. 

But without this power, the demon emperor 

CANNOT BE DEFEATED. 

“It’s time to wrap this up, I’m a bit late but I have 

A BIRTHDAY PARTY TO ATTEND!” DANTE SPOKE, TURNED 
INTO A DEMON AND AGAIN RUSHED TO THE ENEMY. 


CHkPTER 16: /HORRISON 
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The central square of Red Grave was filled with 

ONLOOKERS. 


Everyone stared at the strange thing that 

LOOKED LIKE A TREE THAT HAD BEEN STANDING TALL IN 
JUST A COUPLE OF DAYS. SOME PHOTOGRAPHED IT, 
SOMEONE PRAYED TO IT, SOME ARGUED ABOUT IT, NOT 
BEING ABLE TO DECIDE WHAT IT WAS ALL ABOUT. 

A LITTLE FURTHER FROM THEM STOOD MORRISON. He, 
SMOKING A CIGARETTE, PUT HIS HAND IN HIS POCKET 
AND TOOK OUT A WATCH - A LITTLE THING DEAR TO HIS 
HEART. It HAS ALREADY BEEN THREE HOURS SINCE THE 

company of Dante climbed into that £C tree”. After 

ABOUT THIRTY MINUTES, ONLY V RETURNED AND ASKED 

to fly for Nero. 

Returning the watch to its rightful place, 
Morrison stepped forward and looked up at the 
tree. He did not know if it was a tree at all, but 


HE FELT THAT THE THING WAS NOT FROM THIS WORLD - 
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THAT WAS UOW HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY EXPERIENCE 

with Dante. He always took on some kind of 

DEMONIC THING. 

''SOMEHOW I DON’T REMEMBER THAT WE CAME ACROSS 
SUCH THINGS，” MUTTERED MORRISON, EXHALING 
SMOKE. 

When V reluctantly dropped what city they were 

GOING TO, HIS INSTINCT TOLD MORRISON THAT THE 
MATTER WAS BAD. 

City of Red Grave. 

Morrison did not believe that the name of the 

TOWN AND THE PSEUDONYM TONY REDGRAVE, UNDER 

which Dante had worked in the past, coincided by 

A LUCKY COINCIDENCE. THE INTERMEDIARY, OF COURSE, 
DID NOT KNOW THE ENTIRE BIOGRAPHY OF THE DEMON 
HUNTER, BUT COULD EASILY GUESS WHY DANTE WOULD 
HIDE HIS REAL NAME. 
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And so, looking at the giant tree, Morrison 

REMEMBERED SOMETHING ABOUT THE TIMES WHEN 

Dante still walked under the name of Tony 
Redgrave. 

Tony had a bad reputation and you’d want to 

AVOID HIM, BUT YOU COULDN’T SHUT YOUR EYES WHEN 
YOU DID SEE HIM. EVERYONE WHO WENT ON A MISSION 
WITH HIM DIED VERY QUICKLY. It ENDED UP THAT NO 
ONE WANTED TO GET DOWN TO BUSINESS IF TONY WAS 
INVOLVED IN IT. MORRISON DIDN’T REALLY BELIEVE BAD 
RUMORS, BUT THE ENTIRE BUSINESS WORKED ON TRUST, 
SO THE GENERAL INTERMEDIARY HAD TO REFUSE THE 
SERVICES OF THE FAMOUS MERCENARY. 

Morrison then, of course, did not know about 

ANY DEMONS. AND HE DID NOT KNOW THAT EVERY TASK 

of Tony - otherwise Dante - turns into a 

SHOWDOWN BETWEEN HIM AND THE DEMONS. 

And only then Morrison found out that Dante is 

THE SON OF THE LEGENDARY DARK KNIGHT SPARDA. THE 
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HERO WHO DEFEATED THE LORD OF HELL HIMSELF. THE 
INTERMEDIARY GUESSED THAT THE DEMONS HAD BEEN 
TRYING TO KILL DANTE SINCE CHILDHOOD, WANTING TO 
AVENGE THE BLOOD OF RELATIVES THAT SPARDA HAD 
ONCE SLAIN, AND THAT’S WHY THE HUNTER HAD TO 
CHANGE HIS NAME - ALL IN ORDER TO HIDE FROM THE 
LEGION OF ALL KINDS OF CREATURES. It IS POSSIBLE 
THAT THE BAD RUMORS ABOUT TONY CAME IN THOSE 
YEARS WHEN THE DEMONS NEVERTHELESS FOUND HIM 
AND TRIED TO FINISH HIM OFF, AND DANTE’S 
COMPANIONS WERE SIMPLY UNLUCKY - THEY WERE 
NEARBY AND FELL INTO A MEAT GRINDER. 

Naturally, Morrison could only guess how the 

MATTER WAS, AND THE ANXIETY DID NOT LEAVE THE OLD 
MAN, PROMPTING HIM TO THINK THAT HE WAS RIGHT 
AGAIN AND THAT THE DEMON KING APPEARED IN 

Redgrave just because of Dante. 

Just like a demon from the island of Mallet. 
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After that incident, Dante did not show up at 

THE OFFICE FOR QUITE SOME TIME. 

If you come across work related to the killing of 

A DEMON, A BETTER PERFORMER THAN DANTE CANNOT 

BE FOUND. But there are the rare cases where 
Dante himself took longer than a couple of 

HOURS - BUT THAT IS A SEPARATE DISCUSSION ABOUT 

Mallet Island. You can literally count with your 

FINGER THE USUAL TIME OF DANTE’S JOBS，EVERYTHING 
ENDED IN A COUPLE OF MINUTES. WELL, AN HOUR, AT 
VERY MAXIMUM. 

But this time, Dante had been gone for 3 hours. 

£ ‘We Ve known each other a long time. You’ve 

NEVER HAD THIS MUCH TROUBLE, YOU GONNA MAKE IT 
THROUGH THIS?” MUTTERED MORRISON TO HIMSELF. 


Having reached the top of the tower, Nero 

STOPPED WALKING. 


He noticed how Dante was fighting the demon 

ALREADY AND WAS ALIVE AND WELL. 

- Well, Dante already has it covered and the 

DEMON WILL BE DEAD SOONER OR LATER. WHAT AM I 
EVEN HERE FOR? - COMPLAINED NERO. 

V WENT UP TO HIM AND STOOD BY A LITTLE DISTANCE. 

“It’s not THAT SIMPLE” - HE objected. cc He took your 
RIGHT HAND AND GAINED TREMENDOUS STRENGTH.” 

Nero turned to him and once again asked himself ： 
“Who the hell is V? A bony, pale man, all in 


TATTOOS, WALKS WITH A CANE, BUT FORGETS TO LEAN 
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WITHOUT IT, AND HE HAS A DEMONIC BIRD - IN GENERAL, 
THE GUY A RIDDLE. 

C£ Well then, I’ll go first. I advise you not to fall 

BEHIND” 

C£ Yeah” Nero nodded. 

V DEFTLY JUMPED ON A ‘‘SHADOW’’ AND IT RUSHED 
FORWARD. IT SEEMS THAT THIS THING IS HIS 
COMPANION, LIKE THE BIRD. 

- What a strange guy, this V. 

The pseudonym does not really explain anything, 

AND IN ADDITION TO THESE STRANGE FORCES - 
EVERYTHING LITERALLY SHOUTED THAT V SHOULD NOT 
BE TRUSTED. BUT FOR SOME REASON NERO BELIEVED 

him. There was something about his voice you’d 


TRUST. 
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“EH ... I’LL DO WHAT I HAVE TO” MUTTERED NERO AND 
GRABBED HIS RIGHT ELBOW. THE ARM, OF COURSE, WAS 
GONE NOW, BUT THE HABIT REMAINED. C ‘I OUGHT TO 
RETURN THE FAVOR TO THIS SON OF A BITCH.” 

In the distance, they still fought. More 

PRECISELY, THE GIGANTIC ENEMY CALMLY SAT ON THE 
THRONE AND REPULSED ALL THE ATTACKS OF DANTE. A 
STRONG DEMON, V DID NOT LIE. 

C£ AnD HOW WILL I PUT IT WHEN I SEE DANTE?” - FLASHED 
THROUGH Nero’s head, but he shook his head and 
MOVED ON. “It’s necessary forme to fight this guy, 

HE TOOK MY ARM” 

££ I NEED TO GET YAMATO BACK” NERO MUTTERED AND 
MOVED TOWARDS HIS GOAL. 

As SOON AS THE TROUBLE IN FORTUNA SETTLED, DANTE 
ENTRUSTED NERO WITH THE ONLY MEMORABLE THING 
THAT REMAINED OF HIS BROTHER - YAMATO. JUST LIKE 
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THAT, HE GAVE THE BLADE AND SAID ： ”It STAYS IN THE 
FAMILY” 

Dante never told why he left Yamato, even 

THOUGH HE WAS AFTER IT WHEN HE APPEARED IN 

Fortuna. It was a dangerous sword that Dante 

COULDN’T HAVE JUST LET FLOATING AROUND. 

As FOR THE REAL REASON ... MAYBE DANTE DECIDED TO 

believe in Nero. 

And Nero kept and now lost Yamato. Together 

WITH A DEMONIC HAND. 

Of course, Nero felt wild guilt ： he failed Dante, 

COULD NOT DEFEND THE SWORD ... And NOW THIS 
BURNING FEELING PUSHED HIM FORWARD. 

“Something I cherished. A peaceful life in Fortuna 

WITH KyRIE AND THE KIDS. COMPLETELY RUINED. AND I 
FORGOT THAT THEY COULD COME TO MY HOME. AND 
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WHY DID I DECIDE THAT IT COULDN’T BE ANY WORSE 
THAN IN FORTUNA?” NERO THOUGHT WHILE HE 
WALKED, BUT A HORDE OF DEMONS BLOCKED THE WAY. 

Judging by the look, some wasps or bugs. Nero 

GRINNED. 


- Come on then! One by one, all at once! - He 

SHOUTED AND TOOK HOLD OF THE OF THE RED QUEEN, 
WHICH HUNG BEHIND HIM. 

Yes, he is now without the demonic arm (Devil 
Bringer), but can still fight. And stopping him 


WILL NO WORK. 


CHAPTER 18: 
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V STEPPED FORWARD, HOPING TO AT LEAST CLEAR THE 
PATH A LITTLE FOR NERO. INSIDE THIS TREE WHICH IS 
NAMED QLIPHOTH, THERE IS A PORTAL TO THE WORLD 
OF DEMONS, SO HORDES OF ALL KINDS OF CREATURES 
SCURRY ABOUT THROUGH THE PLACE IN SEARCH OF 
HUMAN BLOOD. The CONSTANT BATTLES WITH THEM 
ARE EXHAUSTING AND TAKING TIME, AND NERO WAS NOT 
IN GOOD SHAPE, SO THE MAIN TASK OF V WAS TO 
QUICKLY BRING HIM TO THE DEMON LORD. 

But no matter how much V destroyed the groups 
of demons, Nero never showed up. 

- He’s late — Said the bird. Almost at the same 

MOMENT, THE SHADOW, WHICH BECAME A PANTHER, 
QUIETLY HOWLED.” 

C£ THE CAT THINKS SO TOO” — V TRANSLATES THE 

panther (Shadow) for the bird (Griffon). 
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Behind V, Dante and the demon lord still fought. 

V sighed. There was little of himself, and he 

COULD NOT HELP, THUS WHY HE BROUGHT OVERNeRO. 

CC COME BACK，” V ORDERED, AND THE SHADOW, TURNING 
INTO A BLACK MASS, WRAPPED AROUND HIS LEGS. 

SO V MOVED MUCH, MUCH FASTER THAN HIS FRAIL BODY 
allowed. The CRUMBS OF POWER THAT V HAD 
REMAINED IN THIS, WITHOUT EXAGGERATION, WORLD OF 
DEATH, HELPED. 

When V got to Nero, he discovered that he was 

BUSY WITH ANOTHER SKIRMISH OF DEMONS. NOT PAYING 
ATTENTION TO ANYTHING, NERO FAMOUSLY SHOT AND 
CHOPPED DOWN ENEMIES - HE WASN’T EVEN OUT OF 

breath! Extra evidence that he has more than 

ENOUGH STRENGTH. 
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V STOPPED, HIS BIRD FLEW TO NERO, AND ONLY THEN 
DID HE NOTICE THAT THEY HAD COME FOR HIM, AND 
SMILED. 

- What? Is that all? He asked nonchalantly. V 

GRUNTED AND STEPPED CLOSER. 

C£ I THINK I ALREADY SAID ... WE CANNOT DEFEAT THE 
ENEMY WITHOUT YOU.” 

Nero was about to answer, but next came 

ANOTHER CROWD OF DEMONS, WHICH THE BIRD 
IMMEDIATELY BURNED WITH LIGHTNING — AND IT 
SOARED ABOVE THEIR HEADS. 

- Got it, hero? go ahead! We’ll deal with it 
ourselves! 


Nero reluctantly agreed and moved on. 
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Following his gaze, V got ready and prepared to 

FINISH OFF THE DEMONS WHILE THE CHATTY BIRD FRIED 
WITH LIGHTNING. 

- Hey V! Come on, help! We can’t finish them! The 

BIRD CRIED, LAUNCHING ANOTHER LIGHTNING INTO THE 
CROWD OF DEMONS. SHADOW ALSO CHOSE THE VICTIM 
AND RUSHED TO IT. 

The bird and the shadowy figure both have 

ENOUGH STRENGTH TO SMASH CROWDS OF DEMONS EVEN 
WITHOUT THE HELP OF A MASTER. 

But there was one issue ： they could not ’’kill” the 

DEMONS. 

V f s FAMILIARS (NAME GIVEN TO CREATURES HE CAN 

control) are like dreams, and a person, suffering 

IN A DREAM, CANNOT DIE IN REALITY. It TURNED OUT 
THAT V’S SUBORDINATES WERE CAPABLE OF 
TORMENTING DEMONS, LIKE NIGHTMARES, BUT 
COULDN’T TAKE THEIR LIVES. 
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- Hey V! Move! - The bird called again, raining the 

ENEMIES WITH LIGHTNING FROM ABOVE. 

a TAKE YOUR TIME，” V MUTTERED, WENT TO THE DEMON 
AND THRUST A CANE INTO IT. 

He has very little strength, but even he had 

ENOUGH STRENGTH TO GRANT DEATH TO THE 
TORTURED DEMONS. 

cc Trash” HE SAID TO THE PIERCED ONE, AND IT 
SHATTERED INTO PIECES. 

SO ONE CREATURE DIED, AND THERE WERE MANY MORE 
TO GO. 

“Keep up the good work, Princess!” joked Griffon. 

C£ WeLL THEN ...” V AGREED AND WANDERED OFF TO THE 


NEXT ENEMY. 


CHAPTER 19: NICO 
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Upon learning that Nero had escaped from the 

HOSPITAL, KyRIE FELT SICK WITH ANXIETY. 


- NlCO ... WHAT DO I DO? - SHE ASKED IN A TREMBLING 
VOICE. 

NlCO NEARLY HUGGED HER, BUT CHANGED HER MIND. 

- We can just wait, he’ll come anyway” she tried 

TO COMFORT KYRIE，BUT SHE STILL RUSHED FROM SIDE 
TO SIDE, UNABLE TO CALM DOWN. 

When they entered the garage, it turned out 

THAT THERE WAS NEITHER A BLUE ROSE NORA RED 

Queen. 

Obviously, Nero took them. Went to fight 


SOMEWHERE. 
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NlCO DID NOT KNOW WHAT KYRIE HAD DECIDED THERE, 
BUT SHE HERSELF GUESSED ： NERO WENT TO GET HIS ARM 
BACK. 

And Kyrie just walked and walked, remembering 
Nero. Nico could not stand it and looked away. 

Usually Nero takes care of Kyrie and wouldn’t 

DO THAT, BUT HERE IT’S DIFFERENT AND IT CAN BE 
UNDERSTOOD WHY. TELLING KYRIE HOW HE’S ABOUT TO 
FACE SOMEONE SO POWERFUL, ESPECIALLY AFTER JUST 
ESCAPING FROM THE HOSPITAL WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE, 
THEREFORE IT WAS BETTER HE SNEAKED AWAY. 

There was only one question ： where did Nero go. 
It is clear that the demon has his arm, but how 

CAN HE KNOW WHO THIS THIEF IS AND WHERE TO LOOK 
FOR HIM. 

C£ Lis ten, Nico,” Julio suddenly called to her. 
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NlCO TURNED AND SAW HIS FACE PEERING OUT FROM 
BEHIND THE GARAGE DOOR. JULIO WAS CLEARLY 
WORRIED. 

- What? Dinner is still a long way off. 

Julio shook his head and rushed toward her. 

“There is something ... I saw a helicopter last 

NIGHT，” HE SAID. 

NlCO FROWNED. 

a WAIT A MINUTE …” SHE CROUCHED AND LOOKED THE 
BOY IN THE FACE CAREFULLY. ''THIS HELICOPTER, BY 
CHANCE, DIDN’T LAND FOR US?” 

C£ Yeah, out of town, but very close by ，” Julio 

ADMITTED, A LITTLE LOST. He, TOO, SEEMS TO HAVE 
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REALIZED THAT SINCE NERO HAS DISAPPEARED, IT’S NOT 
WORTH JOKING. 

- It's true? Asked Kyrie. She caught at the edge of 

HER EAR, WHAT NlCO AND JULIO WERE TALKING ABOUT. 

- Pure truth! I only saw them (helicopters) in 

BOOKS, SO I WAS VERY SURPRISED ... 

Nico and Kyrie looked at each other. 

Helicopters fly into this outback only on 

HOLIDAYS, AND THEN NERO DISAPPEARED ... It CAN’T BE 
JUST A COINCIDENCE. 

- And then what? Did the helicopter fly away? 
Nico specified, and Julio nodded. 


“It’s clear ，” she muttered, straightening up. 
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Most likely, the helicopter picked up Nero and 

TOOK HIM SOMEWHERE FAR AWAY. AND THE ONE WHO 

FLEW FOR Nero must have known the demon who 

TOOKTHE ARM. 

C£ Where is he ...” Kyrie was worried again. 

NO MATTER HOW YOU LOOK AT IT, EVERYTHING WAS 
DECIDED QUICKLY. MAYBE THE MATTER REQUIRED 
HASTE. 

“I’m saying, Kyrie, let’s wait. Don’t worry! He’s a 

STRONG GUY, HE WON’T BE DEFEATED LIKE THAT” NlCO 
TRIED TO REASSURE HER, HOWEVER, SHE HAD NOTHING 
ELSE TO SAY. 

cc Y ou're right ...” Kyrie nodded, as if struggling to 

CONVINCE HERSELF. 

And what choice was she left with, really? 
Throw the kids and go for Nero? She wouldn’t be 
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ABLE TO, AND SHE’S NEVER BEEN OUTSIDE THE CITY. 

Then Nico could have gone, but where? If you 

DON’T KNOW WHERE, YOU WON’T BE ABLE TO SEARCH. 

Only thing that remained was to wait. Wait 
until Nero returns or until they are told where 

TO LOOK. 

C£ KyRIE ...” NlCO CALLED AND GRITTED HER CIGARETTE. - 
I’VE BEEN LOST IN THE GARAGE FOR A WHILE, CAN YOU 
KEEP THE SMALL ONES OUT? 

Kyrie LOOKED AT HER BLANKLY. 

- Something happened? 

Smoke Nico exhaled out the door, because she 

HERSELF DECIDED NOT TO SMOKE NEXT TO KYRIE, AND 


REPLIED ： 
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- I’LL WORK ALL NIGHT LONG. The JOB IS 

COMPLICATED, I DO NOT WANT ANYONE TO GET IN 
THE WAY. 


Kyrie DID NOT BEGIN TO PRY, AND ONLY ANSWERED ： 

"Okay.” 

Leaving the garage and lighting another 

CIGARETTE, NlCO BEGAN TO THINK ABOUT a WORK”. SHE 
HAD BEEN PLANNING THIS PROJECT FORA LONG TIME - 

since Nero lost his arm - but she didn’t get to the 

DETAILS. 

NlCO WANTED TO MAKE A PROSTHESIS. 

If Nero cannot live an ordinary life, Kyrie will be 

EXHAUSTED, WHICH MEANS THAT THE PROSTHESIS WILL 
COME IN HANDY SOONER OR LATER. 

But if Nero gets into trouble, then he will need 

NOT A PROSTHESIS, BUT STRENGTH. THAT WHICH 
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REPLACES THE DEMONIC HAND. So NlCO DECIDED TO 
COMBINE TWO THINGS - A PROSTHESIS AND A WEAPON 
CREATED ON THE BASIS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

Agnus. 


And no matter what Nero says there. 

C£ Well, let’s have some fun! Nico knew that she 

WOULD NOT BACK DOWN NOW. “And LOOK, COME BACK 

idiot! You still have to test my genius!” She 

COMMANDED NERO, WHO HAD GONE TO WHO 


CHkPTER 20: NERO 
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When Nero made it to the demon emperor, the 

DEMON THREW DANTE AWAY ON THE GROUND WITH ONE 
LAST HIT. 


Flat on the ground, he fell unconscious, not even 

HAVING TIME TO GREET NERO. DANTE WAS STILL 
BREATHING, BUT HE WAS IN NO HURRY TO RECOVER. 

Nero looked around the place and found Trish 

NEARBY, WHOM HE HAD ALREADY SEEN ONCE IN 

Fortuna, and some black-haired girl, who seemed 
to be Dante’s friend too. 

cc It really is that way..’’ Nero asked himself. 

The demon put out his hand, and some terrible 

TENTACLE REACHED FOR DANTE. SEEING THIS, NERO 
IMMEDIATELY PULLED HIS GUN AND PULLED THE 
TRIGGER - THE LEAD QUICKLY PUSHED THE TENTACLE 


AWAY. 
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C ‘I ADVISE YOU TO COME. PERHAPS DANTE WILL NEED 
HELP” IT SEEMS, THE WORDS OF V TURNED OUT TO BE 
PROPHETIC. 


Nero grinned. 

Long ago, he wanted to return Dante’s favor. 

And the hunter did a lot ： saved the life of Nero, 

SAVED THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY ... EVEN HIS 
BELOVED KYRIE. 

At times, Nero hoped that Dante would somehow 

GET INTO TROUBLE, AND THEN AN EXTRAORDINARY 
CHANCE TO SAVE HIM WOULD TURN UP. 


Well, this is it. 
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CC THIS TIME I WILL BE THE ONE TO SAVE YOU” NERO 
DECIDED AND GLANCED AT THE DEMON. 

- cc Hey asshole, didn’t your mother tell YOU IT’S 

NOT NICE TO STEAL?” - SHOUTED NERO. 

The demon did not dignify Nero with an answer, 

AND REMAINED SILENT. 

Although what's the difference.^ Here is the 

ENEMY, AND THE ENEMY MUST BE DEFEATED, AND IT 
DOESN’T MATTER IF HE DID TAKE NERO’S ARM OR NOT. 
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Pulling the Red Queen into the ground, Nero 


GRINNED AGAIN. 
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C£ Sorry, Dante ，” he said, and turned the hilt of his 
sword. The Red Queen roared, flames enveloped 

THE BLADE. - C ‘I’M BAGGING THIS BITCH!” 

Nero rushed at the silent demon. Once the enemy 

DEFEATED DANTE, IT IS CLEAR THAT CHEAP TRICKS NOT 
WORK ON HIM, SO NERO, NOW WITHOUT ONE ARM, HAD 
ONLY ONE THING ： TO MARCH ON AND FIGHT WITH ALL 
HIS STRENGTH. 

- Take this! 

Swinging the Red Queen, Nero turned his whole 

BODY FORWARD AND STRUCK THE DEMON. BUT NERO 
DID NOT EXPECT IT TO BE EASY. If EVERYTHING WAS SO 

simple, Dante wouldn’t be lying on the ground. 

Glancing at a strange thing, Nero turned the 

HILT OF THE QUEEN. GASOLINE AND FLAME HEATED THE 
SWORD, LED HIM FORWARD, BUT THAT THING BLOCKED 
TIGHTLY. IT GLOWED DIMLY AND SEEMED TO CREATE AN 
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INVISIBLE BARRIER WOVEN FROM DEMONIC POWER, 

causing Nero to be pushed back. 

“Do YOU WANT ME EXCEED THE GAUGE? ALRIGHT, I’LL 
EXCEED IT!” 

Not worrying about whether the sword would 

SURVIVE AFTER THIS, NERO TURNED THE GEAR TWO 
MORE TIMES - THE QUEEN ROARED. USUALLY, AFTER THE 
EJECTION OF ALL THE POWER INTO ANY DEMON, IT WILL 
BE HALVED BY ONE OR TWO AND THAT STRANGE THING 

(Urizen’s shield thingy) - Not even a millimeter 

MOVED. 

Then the demon lord moved his hand, and from 

THE HEFTY THING THAT LOOKED LIKE A THRONE, 
TENTACLES FLEW OUT TO NERO. He WANTED TO SHOOT 

them with Blue Rose, but he couldn’t: in his only 

HAND WAS THE RED 〇 UEEN. USUALLY NERO WOULD 
STOP THE ATTACKS OF ENEMIES BY USING BOTH THE RED 
OUEEN AND THE BLUE ROSE, BUT EVEN HERE - HE DIDN’T 
HAVE ANOTHER HAND. 
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- Shit! 

If he still had a little time to get used to 

FIGHTING WITH ONE HAND, HE WOULD NOT HAVE 
FIGURED A BETTER WAY TO FIGHT. 

Angry at himself, Nero prepared to take the 
tentacles' blow, but instead he was hit harder 

THAN HE EXPECTED - HE FLEW BACK. AWKWARDLY 
ROLLED BACK, BARELY STANDING UP. THE GROUND 
SHOOK UNDER HIS FOOT, WHICH IS ALWAYS A BAD SIGN. 

- This is not good! This is the end! - the cry of a 

BIRD WAS HEARD BEHIND HIM. It SEEMS THAT V HAS 
FINALLY CAUGHT UP WITH JNERO. 

But Nero could not turn around and check - it 

WAS NECESSARY TO ATTACK, AND NOT LOOK AROUND. 
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C£ Sooner or later, the thing will give in!” Nero 

ESTIMATED. HlS BODY WAS NOT FEELING AS STRONG AS 
HE WISHED IT WOULD, YET HE KEPT PUSHING ON. 

The demon emperor moved his hand again. He was 

ABOUT TO KILL NERO, BUT NERO COULD NOT EVEN 
BUDGE HIM ON THE OTHER HAND. GRINDING HIS TEETH, 
HE REACHED FOR THE BLUE ROSE ... AND THEN FAMILIAR 
SHOTS WERE HEARD. THE DEMON’S HAND FROZE. 

Turning to the sound, Nero saw Dante with guns 

IN HIS HANDS. 

a R ound T he said, and turned back into a demon. 

Even before Nero managed to get the revolver, 
Dante rushed to the enemy, but he easily stopped 

HIS ONSLAUGHT. 


The earth shook again from their collision. 


Page 丨 281 

- Run, V, and take Nero with you! - Dante shouted, 

TURNING HIS HEAD, AND HE HIMSELF WAS PRESSING HIS 
SWORD INTO THE SOARING THING WITH ALL HIS MIGHT. 

- a Y0U GOTTA BE SHITTING, ME! I CAN STILL FIGHT!” - 

snapped Nero. 

He, of course, is good - he missed the attack, but 

HE COULD STILL FIGHT! If HE RUNS AWAY, THEN WHY 
DID HE COME? NERO STAGGERED, SOMEHOW STOOD UP 
STRAIGHT AND RUSHED TO DANTE, BUT HE SHOUTED ： 

-Nero, go! You’re just dead weight! 

The guy froze. He did not expect such words. Of 
course, Nero knew that Dante was strong. 

Always was and will be - Nero does not compete 
with him. But to be called a ‘burden’... 


“But I CAME TO HELP. I HEARD that he could not do 
IT ALONE, AND CAME TO THE RESCUE. AND IN RESPONSE, 
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I hear this!” - Nero thought, while the ground 

TREMBLED UNDER HIS FEET. THE ATMOSPHERE WAS 
HEATED UP TO THE LIMIT, BUT NERO WAS NOT GOING TO 
LEAVE. 

- Nero, let’s go! - putting his hand on his 

SHOULDER, V CALLED TO HIM. NERO BURST OUT, RUSHED 
TO THE DEMON, WHEN HE SUDDENLY NOTICED THAT A 
STONE BLOCK WAS RUSHING TOWARDS THEM FROM THE 
CEILING, CAUSING THE DEBRIS TO SEPARATE HIM AND 

Dante. 

They had to retreat. The block collapsed, and 

THE EARTH FELL FROM UNDER NERO’S FEET. THERE, 
WHERE HE HAD JUST BEEN, ANOTHER BLOCK COLLAPSED. 

Stones fell from the ceiling one by one, and soon 

THE PATH TO THE DEMON EMPEROR WAS BLOCKED, 
ENOUGH THAT YOU COULD NOT BREAK THROUGH. NERO 
STRUGGLED TO STAND STILL ON HIS FEET. 

CC I CAN STILL DO THIS!” 
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He could squeeze through the boulders and run 
towards Dante, but at the very last moment, V 

DRAGGED HIM BACK. 

- We must escape! He is stronger than we 

THOUGHT! - INSISTED V. 

Nero tried to break free, but he didn’t succeed - V 

PULLED HIM BACK, LED HIM FARTHER AND FARTHER 

AWAY. And the stones all strewed and strewed. 
Soon the passage was so densely walled that 

THROUGH THE CRACKS BETWEEN THE STONES, ONE 
COULD HARDLY SEE THE BATTLE OF DANTE AND THE 



- “YOU THINK I’M DEAD WEIGHT!? DON’T BULLSHIT ME!” 

- shouted Nero towards Dante. 

Nero was upset ： he dragged himself here, wanting 

TO SAVE THE ONE HE RESPECTS, WANTING TO CORRECT 
THE MISTAKE HE MADE, AND HE WAS THROWN OUT LIKE 


GARBAGE. 
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- Angry? Then find a way to gain strength! - 

SHOUTED V, TEARING AWAY NERO FROM THE STONES. 

cc If Dante loses, then only you can defeat Urizen” 


Hearing an unfamiliar name, Nero raised an 

EYEBROW. 

- Who is it? That bastard? 

C£ ThE DEMON LORD UrIZEN - THAT’S THE NAME OF THE 
DEMON THAT TOOK YOUR ARM” 

Nero turned around, but he could no longer see 

WHAT WAS HAPPENING BEHIND THE STONES. 

cc Hurry ... Otherwise, we won’t be able to get out. 
If Dante loses, then you’re the only one who can 

DEFEAT URIZEN!” V URGED HIM, AND WAS THE FIRST TO 
MOVE FORWARD. NERO HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO FOLLOW 


HIM. 


CHKPTER 21:/HORRISON 
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Out of the crowd of onlookers, some of them 

NOTICED SOMETHING STRANGE. 

- Hey ... what is it? - A man pointed upstairs, and 

EVERYONE LIFTED THEIR HEADS TO THE SKY. 

And Morrison, too, took a closer look... 

Suddenly, a branch of the mysterious tree turned 

INTO A VINE, AND NERO AND V JUMPED FROM THERE. 

Someone screeched in fright, someone shouted 

APPROVINGLY. THEY IMMEDIATELY MOVED TOWARDS 

Morrison. 


- Hey, what happened? Where is Dante? 
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C£ He’s trying to buy us time, the whole question is, 

HOW LONG ...” V ANSWERED, AND MORRISON TURNED TO 
THE TREE ON HIS OWN. 

Through the asphalt, the tentacle-like sprouts 

SUDDENLY APPEARED - GIANT, MONSTROUS. THEY 
WRIGGLED LIKE THE TAILS OF SNAKES. 

Onlookers looked at them, as if bewitched, until 

ONE OF THE TENTACLES SNATCHED SOMEONE AND 
RIPPED OPEN THE POOR MAN’S STOMACH. SCREAMS OF 
PANIC FILLED THE SQUARE AND PEOPLE RUSHED 
WHEREVER, AND PREDATORY TENTACLES GRABBED AND 
PIERCED THEM ONE BY ONE. 

- Dante...lost? - Morrison could not believe. 

Nero clicked his tongue and wanted to go shred 

THE TENTACLES, BUT V HELD HIM. 


-NO POINT. 
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Nero grinded his teeth, pushed Morrison aside 

AND WALKED AWAY. V MOVED AFTER HIM. NOT 
UNDERSTANDING WHAT WAS GOING ON HERE, THE OLD 
MAN MECHANICALLY FOLLOWED HIM. WHAT ELSE TO DO? 

He is just an intermediary ； he can’t help anyone. 

- And then what? Do you have a plan - asked 
Morrison to V when he caught up with him and 
Nero. 

- Fm afraid not. However, I know what we need. 
Strength. Only that can help in defeating the 

ENEMY. 

- Strength? How can you just get it? - Asked 
Morrison stubbornly. 


V SIGHED. 
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- We have to get it, somehow. I will say that we 

HAVE A MONTH. IF NOTHING IS DONE ... THE WORLD WILL 
END. 

To THIS THE OLD MAN COULD NOT THINK OF WHAT TO 
ANSWER. Of COURSE, HE WAS CONFRONTED WITH ALL 
SORTS OF THINGS BEFORE, INCLUDING WORLD THREATS, 
BUT USUALLY DANTE TOOK THEM UPON HIMSELF. 

Morrison also relied on him because he was used 

TO THINKING THAT THE HUNTER WOULD COPE WITH 
ANY CRISIS. 

Simply put, Dante is Morrison's trump card. 

And Morrison is not a third-class player to keep 

HIS TRUMP CARDS TO THE VERY END. No, HE COMES IN 
WITH A STRONG CARD AND INSTANTLY WINS. 

C£ Hey ... is that ... Dante lost, right?” Morrison’s 

VOICE TREMBLED. He HEARD HIMSELF TREMBLING. 
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The intermediary had a bad feeling about it 

AHEAD OF TIME, AND SO THE OLD MAN TRIED TO PREPARE 
HIMSELF AND TAKE EVERYTHING INTO ACCOUNT SO 
THAT THINGS WOULD GO SMOOTHLY. 

£C lT’S POSSIBLE，” V ANSWERED. 

“What the hell!” - Morrison said out loud. 

C£ So THAT’S IT, NOTHING HELPED?” - MORRISON ASKED 

himself. He called Lady and Trish, grabbed Nero 

AT THE REQUEST OF V ... No MATTER HOW YOU TWIST, 

Morrison now has nothing to do, he feels useless 

AS THERE’S NO ONE ELSE HE CAN CALL. 

“Don’t give up. Humans do not accept defeat. This 

IS THEIR STRENGTH.” 

To Morrison, V’s cynical tone seemed out of 
place. He wanted to support or to convince 

HIMSELF THAT THINGS AREN’T THIS BLEAK. 
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“YOU SAY WE HAVE A MONTH? .. A MONTH?” - SUDDENLY 
INTERRUPTED NERO. 

- Yes. We must find a way to gain strength, by the 

DEADLINE. No MATTER WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO FOR 
THIS. 

Nero stopped and turned to the intermediary. 

- Morrison ... take me to Fortuna. I need a month, 

THEN I’LL COME BACK. 

Looking into the honest eyes of Nero, Morrison 

ONCE AGAIN ACUTELY FELT THAT THE YEARS WERE 
TAKING THEIR TOLL. He LOST HIS TRUMP CARD AND 
SURRENDERED, YET NERO SIMPLY DID NOT KNOW HOW 

to give up. Because he is still too young. 


Only the young do not know how to give up. And 

IT SOMETIMES BECOMES A SOURCE OF UNIMAGINABLE 


POWER. 
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About Nero, Morrison did not really know 

ANYTHING ... WELL, MAYBE A COUPLE OF WORDS FROM 

Dante, a man living in Fortuna with demonic 
power ... But what did this Nero do to Dante that 

HE ALREADY SHARED THE NEON DEVIL MAY CRY SIGN 
WITH HIM? 

C£ Okay ... Let's get ready to the maximum ，” 
Morrison nodded, and then V began to speak ： 

u l WILL STAY IN THE CITY.” - MORRISON AND NERO 
LOOKED AT HIM INCREDULOUSLY, AND HE ALREADY 
TURNED AND WENT ON HIS WAY. - U l WILL NOT BECOME 
STRONGER. PERHAPS I WILL STAY AND COLLECT 
INFORMATION.” 

- Then - in a month. I’ll be back - Nero said his 

GOODBYES. 


CHKPTER 22: NICO 
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When Nero returned, Kyrie was very happy to see 
him. 

NlCO, TOO, SIGHED IN RELIEF, BUT DID NOT HAVE TIME 

to rest, as Nero said ： 

C ‘NlCO, MAKE ME A PROSTHESIS.” 

And so, without any requests, she wanted to get 

DOWN TO BUSINESS, BUT WHEN SHE HEARD WHAT IT WAS 
FOR NOW, SHE REALIZED THAT THERE WAS NOT LONG 
ENOUGH TIME TO DO IT. 

NlCO INITIALLY THOUGHT OF A REINFORCED 

prosthesis. What will happen if she combined the 

DEVELOPMENT OF AGNUS AND DO IT BETTER THAN HIM, 
SOMETHING THAT COULD DEFLECT ATTACKS AND AT THE 
SAME TIME ALLOW HIM TO MOVE FINGERS ... The 
TROUBLE IS THAT THE IDEA WAS AHEAD OF TIME. An 
ORDINARY PERSON COULDN’T MAKE IT. 
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Nero wanted something completely different 
from Nico. He wanted strength, not a 

REPLACEMENT FOR THE HAND. 


And having only a month for it didn’t help. 

Nico had already figured out that the idea 

WOULD TAKE SIX MONTHS, NO LESS, AND THE NEW 
DEADLINES ARE DAMN LITTLE. 

CC HoVs THE THING GOING?” NERO ASKED ON THE 
SECOND DAY IN THE EVENING. 

Nico then left the garage to unwind and smoke, 

AND STUMBLED UPON NERO, WHO WAS JUST RETURNING 
FROM THE STORE WITH A BAG. 

- Don’t talk nonsense, it’s not like I’m making a 
plastic model! - Nico muttered and took a 

CIGARETTE IN HER MOUTH. 
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Nero frowned - he hates smokers so enduring 

THAT IS DIFFICULT IN ITSELF. 

“If you need help, let’s ask Morrison, he will drive 

SOMEONE HERE FOR YOU. MAYBE IT WILL WORK?” - 
SUGGESTED NERO. 

NlCO ALMOST BURST WITH ANGER. 

- Do NOT MIND IT. NOTHING FOR ALL THE IDIOTS TO 
STAGGER AROUND. 

She did not know Morrison, but it seems that it 

WAS HE WHO FLEW NERO BY HELICOPTER, AND THEN 
LEFT HIM AT THE HOUSE IN FORTUNA. BUT KYRIE 
APPARENTLY MET THIS MORRISONW WHEN SHE WITH 

Nero. Nico, however, was stuck in the garage and 

WORKED TIRELESSLY. 
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- Somehow I missed him. He did not stay fora cup 

OF TEA, DID NOT CHAT WITH KYRIE AND DID NOT LOOK 
AT BEAUTIFUL ME. SUCH AN UNLUCKY PERSON. 

On the word "beautiful’ 1 Nero almost burst out 

LAUGHING. NlCO NOTICED THIS AND MADE SUCH A 
GRIMACE THAT NERO CHANGED HIS EXPRESSION, 
LOOKED AWAY AND MUTTERED EMBARRASSEDLY ： 

- Well, what can you do ... rented vehicles, it is 

NECESSARY TO RETURN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

The old man left his contacts and told Nero to 

CALL IMMEDIATELY IF SOMETHING HAPPENED, BUT NlCO 
REGRETTED NOT MEETING HIM IN PERSON, SINCE THERE 
WAS SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY ： IN FACT, MORRISON IS 

Dante’s agent, which means he gives him jobs. And 

HE PROBABLY KNOWS A BUNCH OF STORIES ABOUT THE 
LEGENDARY MERCENARY. So, SURELY, HE KNOWS 
SOMETHING ABOUT HER LATE GRANDMOTHER, NELL 

Goldstein. 
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- So WHAT? How’s IT TURNING OUT? - NERO ASKED 
AGAIN ABOUT THE PROSTHESIS. 

NlCO SET FIRE TO A CIGARETTE, DRAGGED ON AND 
ANSWERED HIM ： 

- Honestly? I have no idea. 

- Come on? In two all-nighters, no results? 
Seriously? — Nero said disappointedly. 

NlCO GOT ANGRY ： 

- cc A mateur! The most important part is the 

PLANNING STAGE! Do YOU WANT TO END UP WITH AN 
ARM LIKE A PIRATE HOOK?” Or A PROSTHESIS WITH A 

minigun? If that’s what you want I’ll make as 

MANY AS NEEDED” NlCO SAID. 
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From such a rational response, even Nero didn’t 

HAVE A COMEBACK, WHICH IS RARE FOR HIM. 

- I’M JUST IMPATIENT BECAUSE WE DON’T HAVE MUCH 

time... - Said Nero, in a calmer tone while looking 

AT HER APOLOGETICALLY. 

“I know. And I also want to help Dante, since he 

LOST TO THE DEMON! I WANT TO MEET HIM AND ASK 
ABOUT MY GRANDMOTHER! And LOOK AT EBONY AND 

Ivory! If you complain again I’ll make you an arm 

THAT YOU CAN EAT PASTA WITH.” 

NlCO NOW STARTED BLABBERING WHILE WORKING, 
WHICH MEANS ： THE SITUATION HAS BEGUN TO 
SPECIFICALLY ENCOURAGE HER. Of COURSE, NERO HAS 
BEEN WAITING FOR A PROSTHESIS FOR A LONG TIME. 

Well, if they don’t defeat Urizen, then the world 

IS DEFINITELY GOING TO END. 
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NlCO’S BRAIN WAS NOT IN GOOD SHAPE TO GIVE OUT 
SMART IDEAS, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE FATE OF THE 
WHOLE WORLD WAS AT STAKE. 

- Ok, I’m sorry. I will wait.” Nero shrugged and 

STEPPED BACK FROM NlCO. 

Since Nero lost his hand, the joker and pain-in- 
the-ass Julio noticeably quieted down and in his 

FREE TIME BEGAN TO WANDER AROUND THE CITY, 
ASKING HERE AND THERE WHETHER ANYONE NEEDED 
HELP OR IF THERE WERE ANY ODDITIES. It SEEMS THAT 
THE GUY SERIOUSLY DECIDED TO HELP NERO WITH THE 
AGENCY. He SUDDENLY CAME TO THE GARAGE ： 

- Nero! Demons! - breathing with difficulty, he 

SHOUTED AND STOPPED. 

Nero instantly changed and leaned toward the 


BOY. 


-Where? 
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-In the forest of Mitis! 

- Are there any injured ? 

- No... I TOLD EVERYONE TO HIDE AT HOME. 

“Okay ，I get it ，” rising, Nero ruffled Julio’s hair. - 
“Great job. Come on home, let Kyrie know too.” 

-Aha! 

Seeing that Julio was leaving, Nico called out to 
him ： 

- Hey, wait! - The boy stopped, and she threw him a 
bag. - Take it with you! 
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Nero, having heard the thing, froze fora couple 

OF SECONDS. 

- Are you coming with me? He specified. 

- We need to unwind, maybe it’ll be good to see a 

DEMON IN ACTION. 

The option is not so bad - it's better than sitting 

IN THE GARAGE. EVER SINCE NlCO SETTLED IN FORTUNA, 
DEMONS HAVE REPEATEDLY APPEARED HERE - BUT NERO 
DEALT WITH THEM HIMSELF, AND NlCO FOR THE MOST 
PART STUDIED HER FATHER’S NOTES. BUT ENOUGH 
THEORY IS LEARNED, IT’S TIME TO PRACTICE. If NlCO 
GOES ALONG WITH NERO, SHE WILL SURELY SEE A REAL 
DEMON, WATCH HOW THEY FIGHT HIM, AND SHE WILL 
PROBABLY COME UP WITH SOMETHING. 

- Okay, now hear me out. First of all, don’t bother 
me! And don't jump in front of me! Don’t come to 
the demons! Stand behind me and watch: - Nero 
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ORDERED NlCO, POINTING HIS FINGER AT HER. SHE 
CALMLY LISTENED AND SMOKED A CIGARETTE. 

“I’M NOT INTERESTED IN DEMONS, SO FORGET IT，” SHE 
SAID AND WAVED HIM OFF. - And DO NOT POINT AT 
PEOPLE. HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU NEED ME TO REPEAT? 

Nero gasped for air, like a fish thrown ashore, 

BUT COULD NOT REMEMBER WHAT HE WANTED TO ADD, 
GAVE UP AND WANDERED TO THE GARAGE. 


CHkPTER 23: NERO 
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Nero had not been to Mitis for a while. Sometimes 

DEMONS JUMPED HERE, AND IN THE PAST NERO OFTEN 
CHOPPED THEM BETWEEN TREES, BUT OVER TIME THE 
DEMONS BECAME SMALLER AND SMALLER, AND THEN 
COMPLETELY DISAPPEARED - SO NERO STOPPED GOING 
TO THE FOREST. 

- Place is empty.. Maybe a bear ate them?- Nico 

SUGGESTED, WALKING BEHIND NERO, WHILE HE MADE 
HIS WAY THROUGH THE GRASS THAT WAS TALL TO THE 
VERY CHEST. 

- Bears are not found here. Plus, the locals 

WOULDN’T CONFUSE DEMONS WITH ANYTHING. We SAW 
THE ALREADY GOD KNOWS HOW MANY TIMES” NERO 
OBJECTED, AND NlCO CAUSTICALLY REMARKED ： 


- Lousy city. 
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- Would you shut up! And do not leave me. A 

DEMON CAN ATTACK FROM ANYWHERE. 

Residents of Fortuna don’t like the Forrest 
Mitis. Once upon a time, knights trained here, 

CLERGYMEN RODE AROUND, BUT THE ORDER OF THE 

Sword fell, all institutions were destroyed, and 

THE LOCALS DID NOT WANT TO GO TO A PLACE WHERE 
THERE WERE TRACES OF THE ORDER. SOME STILL WENT 
FOR FIREWOOD AND MUSHROOMS AT BEST. 

Take, for example, Toa, a merchant of wooden 

TRINKETS, - HE PROBABLY TOOK WOOD SOMEWHERE 
FROM THE EDGE OF THE FOREST. It TURNS OUT THAT HE 
SAW A DEMON IN THE SAME PLACE. BUT WHERE DID IT 

go? Nothing was to be seen. 

Nero stopped and turned to Nico and saw that 

SHE WAS BREATHING HEAVILY. - SERIOUSLY? ALREADY 
EXHAUSTEDl" WEAKLING! 
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- I’M SOMEONE USED TO STAYING AT HOME, NOT A 
PERSON WHO NEEDS STRENGTH! AND I’VE BEEN 
WORKING NON-STOP FOR 2DAYS AND ^NIGHTS, IT’D HELP 
IF YOU SLOWED DOWN A LITTLE. 


-It hurts that you are loud for a weakling.. 

Nero was surprised that Nico was weak, but he 

DECIDED THAT SENDING HER BACK IS DANGEROUS. 

There are all kinds of demons, thugs and 

INCONSPICUOUS KILLERS, READY TO ATTACK AT ANY 

moment. In general, you cannot send Nico alone. 

- Hey, let's go already! It will soon be completely 

DARK. 

Nero went to his companion and almost took her 

HAND, WHEN SUDDENLY A SHADOW FELL ON HIM. 

Realizing that they were about to be attacked, 
Nero pushed Nico away. 
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She screamed and fell on the ground, and Nero 

GRABBED BLUE ROSE AND POINTED THE BARREL UP. 

- Set an ambush, you bastard? 

As HE EXPECTED, THE DEMON JUMPED ON HIM FROM 
SOMEWHERE ABOVE, FOR WHICH HE RECEIVED THREE 
BULLETS IN THE BELLY ： AFTER EACH SHOT HE WAS 
THROWN BACK A LITTLE. BUT THE STRIKING POWER OF 
THE SHOTS DID NOT ALLOW THE ENEMY TO BE THROWN 

back. Nero quickly caught what was happening 

AND ROLLED AWAY, LETTING THE DEMON LAND. 

His claws went deep into the soil. Just where 
Nero was earlier. And Nero seized the moment 

AND RELOADED BLUE ROSE. It TURNED OUT VERY 
SKILLFUL - IN THE PAST HE OFTEN MANAGED WITH ONE 
HAND SINCE HE WOULD BANDAGE THE OTHER ONE TO 


HIDE IT. 
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The demon did not recover immediately, but when 

HE RECOVERED, HE IMMEDIATELY BECAME AGGRESSIVE. 

C£ This one, eh?” Nero thought mentally and 

LOOKED AT NlCO, WHO HAD ALREADY MANAGED TO 
JUMP TO HER FEET. IT SEEMS THAT HE REALIZED THAT 
SHE HAD FALLEN FOR THE ENEMY - SHE PROBABLY TOOK 
THAT UP FROM AGNUS. 

It was a Blitz. 

Nero couldn’t figure out who called the poor 

DEMON THAT, BUT THE RECORDS JUST CALLED IT BLITZ. 

Blitz has a few features, or rather, two ： he has 

NO EYES AND FRIES WITH ELECTRICITY. 

And he tracks the victim by noise. It turns out 

THAT HE ATTACKED WHEN NlCO AND NERO WERE 


ARGUING. 
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But now both were silent, and the Blitz did not 

KNOW WHERE TO LOOK FOR THE VICTIM. He REALIZED 
NlCO IS STANDING IN ONE PLACE BECAUSE SHE MUST 
HAVE KNOWN ABOUT THE DETAILS FROM AGNUS’ 
RESEARCH. 

Along the way, wondering what to do, Nero 

SILENTLY STRAIGHTENED HIS HAND AND AIMED THE 

Blue Rose at the enemy, contemplating what 

SHOULD BE DONE. 

There is no guarantee that if Nero hits, Nico 

WILL NOT GET HURT, KEEPING IN MIND THAT BLITZ IS A 
DAMN FAST DEMON. JUMPING LIKE CRAZY IF THEY REALLY 
NEED TO FIGHT. 

”’’IF ONLY I HAD THE OTHER HAND..’’ - NERO THOUGHT 
FOR THE UMPTEENTH TIME. ‘‘THEN I WOULD HAVE 
SEIZED THE DEMON AND DRIVEN IT INTO THE GROUND!” 

Blitz cowered somewhere - he was probably taken 

ABACK, NOT UNDERSTANDING WHERE THE VICTIM WAS. 
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Noticing this, Nero turned to Nico and gestured 

FOR HER TO MOVE AWAY. 

NlCO JUST KEPT STARING AT THE DEMON IN AWE, 

ignoring Nero. 

Nero sighed and, having decided, rushed first ： 

cc Hey! Pup!” Blitz sharply turned around and, like 

LIGHTNING, DARTED TOWARDS HIM. ‘‘GOOOD BLITZ, 
COME ON!” 

Nero unloaded the entire revolver into the 
demon. He shot almost point blank. The Blitz 

HOWLED, TWITCHED, JUMPED NEARBY - AND IT WAS 
HARD TO AIM. 

££ NlCO, RUN WHILE THERE IS A CHANCE!” NERO 
SHOUTED, RELOADING THE REVOLVER, AND NlCO DIDN’T 
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EVEN TURN. SHE STARTED SCRIBBLING SOMETHING INTO 
HER MEMO PAD INSTEAD. 

“I GOT ONE! I GOT ONE! I GOT AN IDEA! I’M A GENIUS!” 

“Are you serious?!” - Yells Nero 

At such a pace, the Blitz would certainly have 

THROWN ITSELF AT NlCO, AND NERO GRABBED THE 
HANDLE OF THE RED QUEEN AND STARTED CHARGING IT, 

since the Blitz rush at those who make the 

LOUDEST. 

Because Nero charged the weapon - the sword 

ENGINE IS MUCH LOUDER. It WAS AS IF NERO HAD 
ORDERED THE DEMON TO JUMP TO HIM, WHICH IT DID. 


- Here you are! 
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Releasing a pack of bullets, Nero immediately 

SLASHED THE DEMON WITH THE HEATED SWORD. THE 

Blitz recoiled from the bullets, and the Red 
Queen hit the target quite accurately - Nero was 

SHOCKED ANYWAY. 


The pain is terrible, but the hunter did not drop 

HIS SWORD. 

The standard tactic for Blitz is to shoot from 

AFAR UNTIL YOU HIT AN ELECTRIC FIELD, AND THEN 
GOING AHEAD AND CHOPPING IT WITH YOUR SWORD. 

But Nero went ahead instead of following the 

STRATEGY, BECAUSE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO 
PROCRASTINATE WITH NlCO AT POTENTIAL DANGER. 


- Die already, man! 
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The blade dug deeper and deeper into the skin of 

THE DEMON, AND NERO TURNED THE GEAR TIRELESSLY, 
CHARGING THE FIRE INSIDE. 

The beast was desperately trying to get rid of 

THE SWORD, BUT SOON CEASED TO RESIST, AND THE RED 

Queen cut it in half. 

The demon still howled in agony as Nero sat 

DOWN ON THE GROUND. 

''Here's an ambush ... hell ...” after the 

INVIGORATING ELECTRICITY, NERO’S BODY WAS 
PRICKED, BUT IT SEEMS HE REMAINED INTACT. ''HEY 
NlCO, HOW ARE YOU?” - TURNING, HE CALLED OUT TO 
HIS PARTNER. 

She stood up with a pleased look and put the note 

IN HER POCKET. 
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cc The hard task is to kill the demons. But the crop 

IS GOOD. I KNEW THAT I NEEDED TO SEE A REAL DEMON! - 
ANSWERED NlCO, NOT AT ALL EMBARRASSED BY THE 
FACT THAT SHE ADDED SOME PROBLEMS. 

From such impudence, Nero already lost the 

DESIRE TO ANSWER. He ONLY SIGHED WEARILY AND 
STARTED WALKING TOWARDS THE VAN. 

C£ Come BACK” NlCO SAID, AS SHE POINTED TO THE 
CORPSE OF THE DEMON NEARBY. £ ‘We NEED TO TAKE 
THIS!” 

Nero could not believe his ears. He looked at 

NlCO, THEN AT THE DEMON. THEN AGAIN TO NlCO, 

THEN TO THE DEMON ... 

- What?! Snapped Nero. 


Although what else to expect from Nico? 
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- I CAME UP WITH AN IDEA FOR THE ARM! BUT I NEED A 
DEMON CAPABLE OF CONDUCTING ELECTRICITY FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF IT, AND THIS HERE WOULD HELP. 

Nero could not find what to say. 

“What do you want, to make a prosthesis out of 
it?” - He asked, grabbing the corpse of the blitz. 

NlCO LOOKED AT THE GUY AND SHOOK HER HEAD. 

- Of course not. I just need a sample. The main 

PROBLEM IS THAT THE PROSTHESIS LACKS POWER. THE 
SIZES ARE SMALL. THE EASIEST WAY IS TO TAKE 
SOMEONE’S ORGANS AS A BASIS ... WELL, FOR AN ORGAN 
GENERATOR. IF YOU CAN RECREATE THE ORGAN- 
GENERATOR OF THIS DEMON, THEN WITH THE POWER, I 
CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN. I WOULDN’T USE THE ORGANS OF 
THE DEMON ITSELF IN THE ARM! I JUST NEED IT FOR 


REFERENCE. 
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Nero did not understand all these long 

EXPLANATIONS, BUT NlCO CAUGHT A CONFIDENT TONE 
RIGHT AWAY. 

Of course, Nero did not yet know whether the 

PROSTHESIS WOULD BE THE SAME FORCE THAT HE SO 
DESIRED, BUT AT LEAST SOME PROSPECTS WERE 
OUTLINED. 

a Do YOU NEED MORE IDEAS?” THEN GO HUNTING WITH 

me again” Nero suggested, pulling the Blitz on 

TOP OF HIM. 

And Nico, lighting up, said “Okay!” 


CHkPTER 2U: 
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Red Grave City has become a real hell. 

In the middle of the central square, the 
Qliphoth tree spreads, growing exceedingly fast. 
Anymore and it may close to the sun, and the 

HUMAN WORLD IS GETTING CLOSER AND CLOSER TO THE 
WORLD OF DEMONS. 

‘‘IF YOU THINK SO ...” THE BIRD SPOKE WITH V, WHO HE 
WAS SITTING ON A SMALL HILL IN THE SOUTHERN PART 
OF THE CITY, WHERE THE SPOILAGE HAD NOT YET 
REACHED. a ." MAYBE IT WOULD BE WORTH TAKING 
PEOPLE AWAY EARLY, HUH? FROM THE CITY?” 

A FAIR REMARK, AS THE QLIPHOTH FEEDS ON HUMAN 
BLOOD. If the source were not nearby, the tree 

WOULD NOT GROW. 


“Nobody would believe us” V said blankly. 
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Who would accept such a claim at face value? 
Calling it as an official statement from some 

LARGE ORGANIZATION - SUCH AS THE ORDER OF THE 

Sword - and then it is a completely different 
matter. Then it would be possible to negotiate 

WITH THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND EVACUATE THE 
CITY, BUT V HAD NO TIME OR INFLUENCE IN THE 
POLITICAL WORLD. 

All that remained was to do what was possible. 

And still, V was bitter with powerlessness, 

FOCUSING ON HIS MAIN GOAL. 

‘‘Forget it ，” the bird ordered, as if he had guessed 

THAT THE MASTER WAS DISTURBED. 

Many residents managed to notice ： something is 

HAPPENING IN THE CITY. SOLDIERS WERE TRANSFERRED 
FROM NEIGHBORING REGIONS, BUT THE TROUBLE IS 
THAT NOT A SINGLE MODERN WEAPON IS CAPABLE OF 
KILLING A DEMON. IT TURNS OUT THAT THOSE MILITARY 
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ARE WAITING FOR A DARK FATE - TO BECOME AN 
OFFERING TO THE QlIPHOTH. 

C£ By the way, will Nero be back?” - The bird 

REMEMBERED NERO’S PROMISE TO RETURN IN A MONTH. 

‘‘Perhaps he will be back. He is not one of those 

WHO ACCEPT DEFEAT” V ANSWERED, AND THE BIRD 
SNAPPED ITS BEAK, LAUGHING. 

C£ Does HE REMIND YOU OF ANYONE?” 

C£ I DON’T KNOW” HE ANSWERED AND LOOKED AT THE 
PAGES OF THE BOOK HE WAS HOLDING IN HIS HAND. It 
WAS AN OLD COLLECTION OF POEMS. As A BOY, V LOVED 
THEM. 

Turning over the page, he came across a very odd 


LINE ： 
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C£ And it grew both day and night, 'Till it bore an 

APPLE BRIGHT.” 

Ironically, the poem was called A Poison Tree. 
And he dedicated it to the 〇 liphoth. 

Recalling past shameful deeds, V grimaced and 

SLAMMED THE BOOK. THE BIRD NOTICED HIS CONFUSION 
AND BOWED ITS HEAD INQUIRINGLY, BUT THE OWNER 
DECIDED TO REMAIN SILENT. 

Duty called them. Duty to do everything 

POSSIBLE. 

CC COME ON,” V ORDERED AND WALKED OFF. THE BIRD 
FLEW AFTER HIM. 


- Come on? Where? He asked. 
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- To SAVE PEOPLE FROM THE QLIPHOTH ROOTS, IN 
REASONABLE QUANTITIES. 

“Save!? You!? The humans!? Seriously? Did you hit 

YOUR HEAD OR SOMETHING?” 

The bird was surprised for a reason. A second ago, 

V COULD NOT EVEN THINK TO BECOME A HERO, BUT AS 
SOON AS HE REALIZED THE HORROR OF THE SITUATION, 
HE CHANGED AT ONCE. 

And V lied to Nero ： no information was needed. 

He already knew everything ： the cause of the 

DISASTER IN THE CITY, THE TRUE GUISE OF URIZEN AND 
HOW IT ALL BEGAN - ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING. 

And he was inactive because he did not like long 

TRIPS - THEY WERE TOO TIRED. In ADDITION, POISON 
DESTROYED HIM FROM THE INSIDE ： A MIRACLE IF HIS 
BODY LASTS UNTIL THE END OF THE MONTH, AND FOR 
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THIS DAY V TRIED TO ACCUMULATE AT LEAST A LITTLE 
STRENGTH. 

But no matter what you think of him, V still 

TRIED TO HELP THOSE WHO FELL VICTIM TO QLIPHOTH, 
EVEN IF THIS MADE NO SENSE AT ALL. 

- “Hey V ， wait! Are you seriously doing this? You 

DON’T HAVE TO, BUT I’LL HELP!” - GRIFFON SHOUTED 
PIERCINGLY. 

IT’S A BIT TOO LATE, THE QlIPHOTH’S GROWTH CANNOT 
BE SLOWED DOWN, EVEN IF YOU SAVE A COUPLE OF LIVES. 
YOU CAN WIN ONLY A LITTLE TIME ... ONLY A FRACTION 
OF THE TIME, NO MORE. 

But the heart prompted V ： this must be done. Even 

IF ALL IT GIVES IS A FEW MORE SECONDS. 

“I’M DOING WHAT I SHOULD ... That's ALL … V 
MUTTERED AND STEPPED FORWARD. 


“Nero will be here in a month, not earlier, and to 


HELP THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY IN TROUBLE - IS ONLY 
FAIR TO BE DONE WHEN IT’S IN MY POWER.” V DECIDED 


EPILOGUE 
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“Did you forget anything?” - Kyrie asked Nero 

JUST BEFORE THE DEPARTURE. NERO NODDED. 

- YOU BETTER NOT FORGET WHAT YOU PROMISED. 

- I REMEMBER. UNTIL EVERYTHING IS OVER, DO NOT GO 
ANYWHERE, DO NOT LET CHILDREN OUT. YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO WORRY” KYRIE REPEATED OBEDIENTLY, BUT 
SHE STILL LOOKED UPSET. 

Although why be surprised? Kyrie had already 

HEARD FROM MORRISON THAT THE JOB TENDS TO BE 
DANGEROUS. IT’S NOT A JOKE - THE WHOLE WORLD CAN 

disappear! 

And, besides Nero, hardly anyone can handle it. 
So Kyrie went to see him off. 
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She could not stop him, and how could she? He 

SAID THAT HE WAS GOING TO THE RESCUE OF DANTE ， 
AND KYRIE WAS OBLIGED TO HIS KINDNESS, SO THERE 
WAS NOTHING TO OBJECT TO. 


- Morrison promised bring some people to Fortuna 

TO PROTECT IT TOO, SO DON’T WORRY. THEY’LL GUARD 
THE CITY WHILE I’M NOT HERE” NERO TOLD KYRIE AS 
SHE NODDED. 

Nero wondered if he said everything he had 

WANTED TO, BUT THEN HE WAS INTERRUPTED BY THE 
LOUD SOUND OF A HORN. NERO DELIBERATELY TURNED 
SLOWLY ： HE WAS STARED AT BY THE DISPLEASED NlCO. 

He sat down in the driver’s seat, got ready, and 

NlCO SPOKE ： 

C£ HoW LONG ARE YOU WAITING FOR, MORON? COME ON 
IN, IT’S TIME FOR US TO GO!” 


- Shut up already, I know! 
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Kyrie waved to her, and Nero trudged along the 

VAN, DISPLEASED, TO SIT ON THE OTHER SIDE. 

In just a month, he and Nico put their mobile 

OFFICE ON WHEELS. EVEN THE DEVIL MAY CRY SIGN WAS 
HITCHED. 

When Nero climbed into the passenger seat, Nico 

SHARPLY TURNED THE IGNITION KEY AND LOOKED OUT 
THE WINDOW ： 

“Don’t worry, Kyrie!” With your hubby is a 

BRILLIANT MASTER! I WON’T LET HIM DIE! 

''That's right” Thought Nero, but he didn’t 

PARTICULARLY SAY IT. 


There was no time to bicker — so they set out 
towards Red Grave City on the schedule 

PREVIOUSLY DECIDED. 
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- Alright good, let’s go! - said Nero. 

NlCO PRESSED THE GAS PEDAL TO THE FLOOR AND THE 
CAR STARTED TO STAGGER. 

C£ Be careful!” shouted Nero. 

NlCO GLOWED WITH JOY. SHE TOLD HIM WITH A SMILE ： 

- That's right, running in. First it will shake, and 

THEN IT WILL STOP SHAKING AND DRIVE OFF. 

They decided in advance that Nico will drive, so 

SHE DRIVES AS SHE LIKES. NERO SIGHED AND GLANCED 
AT THE PROSTHESIS IN THE CASE. 

This was his new cc power ,? that Nico created in a 
month. When the prosthesis is not needed, it is 

STORED IN A FOLDED STATE, IN A SPECIAL CASE. NlCO 
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IMMEDIATELY THOUGHT ABOUT THE CASE - SHE 
BROUGHT IT ALONG WITH THE MAIN DEVELOPMENT. 

At first, Nero did not understand what the point 

OF THE COVER WAS. WHAT’S SO SPECIAL ABOUT A 

prosthesis? Put it on and wear it. But then Nico 

CLEARLY EXPLAINED THAT HER OFFSPRING ARE 
POWERFUL, BUT FRAGILE. MISUSED IN ATTACK; AND IT’D 
ALREADY NEED REPAIRS. THIS IS BECAUSE NlCO WANTED 
TO MAKE THEM LIGHT AND COMPACT, ALTHOUGH NERO 
ASKED FOR MORE RELIABILITY. BUT HIS DOUBTS 
INSTANTLY CAME TO NAUGHT, IT WAS WORTH ONLY 
TESTING THE PROSTHESIS. The PIECE CAME OUT 
POWERFUL, AS NlCO HAD PROMISED. 

“SO YOU LIKE THE 'DEVIL BREAKER?”’ - SHE ASKED, NOT 
DISTRACTING TAKING HER EYES AWAY FROM THE ROAD. 

C£ Devil Breaker?” Asked Nero. He had not heard 

THIS WORD BEFORE. 
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c ‘That’s what your new power is called” Nico 

SMILED. U EaCH MODEL HAS ITS OWN NAME 
INDIVIDUALLY, BUT IT’S A NAME FOR ALL PROSTHESES AT 
ONCE” SHE BLURTED OUT, NOT HIDING HER PRIDE, BUT 

Nero understood nothing. 

C£ Well, what’s it mean?” 

- Everything should have a name, right? The 

MINIGUN, THE SHOTGUN, RIGHT? INDIVIDUAL 
NAMES. But BOTH ARE CALLED A GENERAL NAME 
WHICH IS FIREARMS OR GUNS. So 'DEVIL BREAKER 5 
IS STRAIGHT TO THE POINT, IT BREAKS DEMONS! 

After hearing the explanation, Nero once again 

LOOKED AT THE PROSTHESIS IN THE CASE. 

- And the name is not because they break 

THEMSELVES? 
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Niko fell silent with an insulted look, but then 

ANSWERED ： 

- And it depends on you. There are no defects in my 

DESIGN. YOU CAN TAKE SEVERAL PROSTHESES AND 
CHANGE THEM ON THE GO, SO THINK WITH YOUR HEAD 
AND GET USED TO IT. 

Nero shrugged, but did not object ： 

- Well, you did your best. I didn’t think you’d be 

ABLE TO DESIGN TWO DIFFERENT ARMS IN JUST A SINGLE 

month! 

A FEW DAYS AFTER THE SKIRMISH AT MlTIS, NlCO MADE 
HER FIRST ''DEVIL BREAKER”. SHE CALLED IT 
，， OVERTURE ，f - IT HAD A GENERATOR DEVICE THAT 
GENERATED ELECTRICITY, WHICH GAVE NERO MORE 
OPTIONS TO FIGHT. WELL, PURELY A PRELUDE TO A REAL 


BATTLE. 
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Nero was already happy then. Yes, the Devil 

BREAKERS BROKE, BUT THERE WAS ALWAYS A SPARE AT 
HAND, SO YOU CAN COULD KEEP GOING. 

Of course, after Mitis, Nico went hunting with 
Nero a couple of times again, but never 

PARTICIPATED. In ONE OF THE ATTACKS, SHE STUDIED 
THE REMAINS OF THE ENEMY AND CAME UP WITH 
ANOTHER ONE - ‘‘GeRBERA’’. 

She said that it dawned on her when she saw a 

GERBERA FLOWER, BUT WHETHER IT IS SO OR NOT, IS 
HARD TO SAY. NERO NEVER NOTICED WHETHER NlCO 
LOVED FLOWERS. BUT THE WHOLE POINT OF THE NAME, 

Nero understood only when he tested the new 

PROSTHESIS OUT. 

-A COUPLE MORE IDEAS WERE LYING AROUND, BUT THE 
DESIGN DID NOT FINISH YET. THERE IS NOT ENOUGH 
MATERIAL NOR TIME AT THE MOMENT. 
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- We have a workshop within the van?! - Nero 

SHOOK HIS HEAD, POINTING SOMEWHERE OVER HIS 
SHOULDER. 

And there, behind the backs of the armchairs, 

THERE REALLY WAS A WORKSHOP IN THE BACK OF THE 
VAN, EQUIPPED WITH EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO RIVET 
AND REPAIR THE ARMS. 

“The demon corpses from you — the Devil 
Breakers from me’ JNico answered shortly, and 
Nero grinned. 

When they had just met, Nero could not even 

THINK THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO EVER 
BECOME A PARTNER! DAUGHTER OF AGNUS HIMSELF - 
THE SWORN ENEMY OF NERO! 

U l WONDER WHAT DANTE WILL SAY WHEN HE FINDS 

out?” - Nero estimated and looked down. - Not 

HEARING FROM OR ABOUT DANTE FORA WHOLE MONTH. 

Did he really lose to Urizen? “Somehow I can’t 
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BELIEVE IT ... BUT A MONTH HAS PASSED. MAYBE HE 
REALLY LOST? THERE IS NO PARTICULAR CHOICE. If HE’S 
ALIVE, I’LL SAVE HIM, IF HE’S DEAD, I’LL WILL AVENGE 

him” Nero thought, while the van was driving 
him to Red Grave City. 

C£ Wait forme, Dante …” muttered Nero, hoping 

THE DEMON HUNTER WAS STILL ALIVE. 

Nero knew ： the stakes are now high. And it is not 
Dante who needs to be saved, but world in itself. 

He had to correct his mistakes, and to fix his 

NAME. 

He had to prove that he was not 'dead weight 5 , as 
Dante had called him. 


That's what Nero thought. That was what stood 

BEFORE HIS MIND - TO PROVE AND SHOW HIMSELF. 
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The closer Red Grave was, the more Nero’s pulse 
stumped. It was as if something was stirring inside 

HIM, YET THERE WAS NOTHING LOGICAL TO TAKE FROM 
IT. 


But Nero would later found out that it would 

WAS A SIGN OF A NEW STRENGTH... 


